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September 22, 2015
To:
CSL Members

From:
Senior Assembly Member Lauren Rolfe

Chair, Joint Rules Committee (JRC)

On behalf of the JRC and the Legislative Committee, I am pleased to forward your copy of the 2015 California Senior Legislature’s (CSL) Proposal Packet. The proposals submitted this year indicate your dedication and commitment to continue CSL’s legacy of advocacy on behalf of older Californians and their families. A glossary of legislative terms is included as additional reference material.

You are encouraged to read all proposals, including those to be reviewed in your assigned Policy Committee.  Discussions with other Senior Legislators, Area Agency on Aging Advisory Councils or community leaders to discover the potential impact of the proposals in your area will be helpful.

The following information is an explanation of how the Proposal Packet will be used during the voting process:

1.    Proposals are printed so that each proposal can stand alone.  Once a proposal has failed out of Committee, it should be removed from the Proposal Packet.  A list of failed proposals will be sent to each member in Mid-October.
2.    Since we will not be meeting in person this year, we will not have proposal amendments, so you will not receive any amended copies this year.
3.    Your final ballot will be based on proposals that passed out of committee.  It will be mailed to each member in October, once the committee ballots have been counted.
On behalf of the Joint Rules and the Legislative Committees, we look forward to working with you on the many important and challenging issues facing aging Californians.

Mission:  To Improve the Quality of Life for Aging Californians

2015 Senior Assembly Proposals
	Proposal No.
	Author
	Page
	Finance & Insurance Committee  

	AP-2
	Krohn
	27
	Geriatrics & Gerontology Student Loan Assistance

	AP-13
	Walker
	33
	Medi-Cal: Long-Term Care; Personal Needs Allowance

	AP-15
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	37
	CA Senior Legislature Funding

	AFP-5
	Petty
	43
	Federal Income Tax: Deductions: Long-Term Care Premiums
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	Taylor
	47
	Social Security Burial Benefits
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	Author
	Page
	Health Committee  

	AP-1
	Purcell
	53
	Senior Hunger
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	Geriatric Behavioral Health: State Level Positions
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	61
	Coordinated Care Initiative: Patient Navigators

	AP-17
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	AP-24
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	State & Local Government Committee  

	AP-5
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	Financial Elder Abuse: Money Transmitters

	AP-7
	Pereira
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	Hunting & Sport Fishing License Fees

	AP-10
	Rolfe
	157
	Elder Friendly Courts

	AP-11
	Rolfe
	163
	Personal Income Tax Form: Voluntary Contributions

	AP-12
	Rolfe
	167
	Personal Income Tax: Voluntary Contributions: Marketing & Publicity

	AP-16
	Hengst
	171
	Introductory Rate Period Contracts

	AP-23 
	Cowlishaw
	175
	Building Standards: Elevator: Support Rails
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	SP-4
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	Dahlgren
	187
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	SP-6
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	191
	Insurance Policy Disclosures


	Proposal No.
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	Page
	Health Committee  

	SP-8
	LePeilbet
	197
	Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Terminally Ill Patients

	SP-12
	Turner
	203
	Long-Term Services & Supports: Remote Delivery Pilot Program

	SFP-2
	MaCallister
	209
	Medicare Cognitive Assessments
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	215
	Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage: Erectile Dysfunction Medication
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	Page
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	SP-7
	Martin
	221
	Temporary Housing of Minor Relatives in Senior Citizen Communities

	SP-9
	Kagan
	229
	Traffic Safety: Vision Zero

	SP-10
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	233
	Public Transit: Statewide Senior Passes

	SP-13
	Serrin
	237
	Veterans Housing: Affordable Rental Housing

	SFP-5
	Steir
	243
	Public Housing Priority for Senior Veterans
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	Social & Community Services Committee  
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	253
	US Department of Veteran Affairs
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	LePeilbet
	257
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	Proposal No.
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	Page
	State & Local Government Committee  

	SP-1
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	263
	Notarized Documents: Execution by Patient in Skilled Nursing Facility
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	SFP-4
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Summary of 

State Legislative Proposals

Senior Assembly

AP 1: Senior Hunger (H)
This measure would provide additional funding for congregate nutrition services and home delivered nutrition services.

SA Purcell (Page 53)

AP 2: Geriatrics and Gerontology: Student Loan Assistance (F&I)
This measure would help fund student loan assistance to students studying geriatrics and gerontology by imposing a fee increase on licensing and renewal fees for physicians, nurses and social workers.

SA Krohn (Page 27)
AP 3: Geriatric Behavioral Health State-Level Positions(H)
This measure would establish 2 geriatric behavioral health positions to provide senior level behavioral health leadership and expert support: one with the CA Dept of Aging and the local Aging Networks, and one within the State Dept of Health Care Services.  SA Krohn (Page 57)

AP 4: Elder Financial Abuse: Reporting: Financial Institutions (S&C)
This measure would increase the civil penalty for failure to report financial abuse to a minimum of $25,000 per each unreported transaction, require financial institutions to implement training of reporting requirements, & authorize a person that has reported suspected abuse to a financial institution and fails to take action to make a report to APS.

SA Krohn (Page 123)

AP 5: Financial Elder Abuse: Money Transmitters (S&LG)
This measure would include licensees in the definition of mandated reporters of suspected financial abuse of an elder or dependent adult.   Thereby, requiring those licensees to report suspected instance of financial abuse of an elder as soon as possible and enact penalties that are proportional to the financial elder abuse.

SA Molnar (Page 147)

AP 6: Assisted Living Technology (S&C)
This measure would require the CA Commission on Aging to study the possibility of using partnerships with private businesses to make assisted living technology more available.

SA Molnar (Page 127)
AP 7: Hunting and Sport Fishing: Licensing Fees (S&LG)
This measure would  exempt residents 68 years of age or older from hunting and fishing license fees.

SA Pereira (Page 153)
AP 8: Senior Hunger (S&C)
This measure would  provide additional funding for congregate nutrition services and home delivered nutrition services.

SA Purcell (Page 131)
AP 9: Medi-Cal, Resource Limits: Motor Vehicles (H&T)
This measure would ensure that with respect to populations subject to the Medi-Cal income and resource requirements, households with 2 motor vehicles may have both of those exempt for purposes of determining their eligibility for services under Medi-Cal.

SA Purcell (Page 85)
AP 10: Elder Friendly Courts(S&LG)
This measure would  establish and maintain at least one elder friendly court that elder abuse victims can easily access in each County of the State.

SA Rolfe (Page 157)
AP 11: Personal Income Tax Form: Voluntary Contributions(S&LG)
This measure would require a person that replicates the CA Personal Income Tax Form 540 in paper or electronic form to place all of the voluntary contribution funds on the 1st page  of the form, allowing the taxpayer to have the opportunity to contribute without having to move to another page.

SA Rolfe (Page 163)
AP-12: Personal Income Tax: Voluntary Contributions: Marketing & Publicity (S&LG)

This measure would require that the FTB Board provide annually to the Governing Boards of the CA Society of CPAs, Enrolled Agents & the CA Tax Education Council, a reminder for their members to ask their clients to consider making a donation to the funds listed on the voluntary contributions page of the State Tax Form.

SA Rolfe (Page 167)

AP-13: Medi-Cal: Long Term Care: Personal Needs Allowance (F&I)

This measure would increase the personal needs allowance from $35 to $80 per month and annually adjust the personal needs allowance by the same percentage as the Consumer Price Index.

SA Walker (Page 33)

AP-14: Coordinated Care Initiative: Patient Navigators (H)

This measure would require managed care health plans to employ trained patient navigators who would provide dually eligible individuals with personalized guidance, continuity of care, and improved access to services.

SA Warren (Page 61)

AP-15: California Senior Legislature Funding (F&I)

This measure would appropriate $400,000 annually from the General Fund to cover CSL’s basic operating costs and continue to permit CSL to accept gifts and grants from any source to help perform its functions.

SA Kammerer (Page 37)

AP-16: Introductory Rate Period Contracts (S&LG)

This measure would require that one month prior to an increase of a rate imposed pursuant to a contract with an introductory period, the consumer be notified and consent in writing to the continuation of that service at the increased rate.

SA Hengst (Page 171)

AP-17: Labeling of Prescription Drugs (H)

This measure would require doctors to include the purpose for which the medication is prescribed on all prescriptions so that the information would be included on the label, unless the patient or doctor request that this information be omitted.

SA Gould (Page 67)

AP-18: Public Transit (H&T)

This measure would require the Department of Transportation to implement a Senior Public Transit Pass that would enable seniors to use the public transportation services of more than one transit operator without additional charge when traveling to locations requiring the use of more than one transit operator, and that would also require transit operators to offer free fare days to seniors each Sunday and Holiday.

SA Davis (Page 91)
AP-19: Senior Volunteering Programs (S&C)
This measure would require the CA Department of Aging to partner with communities to engage in a widespread information campaign regarding the opportunities and health benefits of senior volunteering.

SA Barker (Page 137)
AP-20: Tenancy: Extended Notice Period (H&T)

This measure would allow seniors and individual with disabilities the option to extend the notice period up to 6 months in order to relocate, provided that these persons continue to pay rent until they vacate the property and forego challenging the termination notice in court.  The extended 6 month notice period would not be available to individuals living in public housing.

SA Bloch (Page 95)

AP-21: Medical Professionals: Health Care: Dementia Training (H)

This measure would require paramedics, emergency medical technicians, and hospital staff to receive, as part of their continuing education, dementia training from specified entities.

SA Cave (Page 73)

AP-22: Health Care: Emergency Medical Information Packets (H)

This measure would require a residential care facility for the elderly and a skilled nursing facility to maintain a packet with specified emergency medical information for each resident or patient.  The packet would also be given to medical personnel transporting the patient to the hospital and then given to the hospital’s admitting physician.

SA Cave (Page 77)

AP-23: Building Standards: Elevators: Support Rails (S&LG)
This measure would require that support rails be installed in all new and existing public building elevators to protect older adults.

SA Cowlishaw (Page 175)

AP-24: Nursing Homes (H&T)
This measure would require an entity that has a 50 percent or greater ownership interest in one or more nursing homes that it acquires or purchases, or that it seeks to operate in the State, to secure and maintain a minimum of General Liability Insurance coverage and a professional/malpractice liability insurance coverage and impose various requirements of an entity that applies for a license to operate a nursing home in the State with regard to providing the State Dept of Public Health with information relating to ownership and management structure of the entity.

SA Witt (Page 99)

Senior Senate
SP-1:  Notarized Documents: Execution by Patients in a Skilled Nursing Facility (S&LG)
This measure would require a document executed by a patient in a skilled nursing facility that requires a certification or an acknowledgement taken by a notary public also be witnessed by a patient advocate or ombudsman.

SS Peabody (Page 263)

SP-2: Building Standards: Staircase Handrails (S&LG)
This measure would require all public staircases to be equipped with handrails, without exception.

SS Steir (Page 267)

SP-4: California Senior Legislature: Permanent Funding (F&I)

This measure would fund the CSL, a State Agency, as described in the Mello-Granlund Older Californians Act, in an amount not less that $500,000 annually.

SS Dahlgren (Page 181)

SP-5: California Fund for Senior Citizens (F&I)

This measure would eliminate the minimum funding requirement for the California Fund for Senior Citizens.

SS Dahlgren (Page 187)

SP-6: Insurance Policy Disclosures: Seniors (F&I)

This measure would require an insurance company to require a senior insured to sign a separate disclosure page that is a stand-alone document, without attachments, printed in 16 point bold, clearly legible typeface, stating when certain events will occur under the insurance policy contract, including, but not limited to, cancellation, increases in premiums, or the final payout of cash value life insurance policy.

SS Peabody (Page 191)

SP-7: Temporary Housing of Minor Relatives in Senior Citizen Communities (H&T)

This measure would create an exception to the age restrictions for a permitted temporary minor resident, to be defined as a minor for whom a Probate Court or Juvenile Court placement is pending and who is the grandchild or great-granchild of a qualifying resident or a permanent resident.  It would also limit the minor’s residency to 6 months or until his or her placement is resolved, whichever is earlier, subject to an extension up to 6 months.

SS Martin (Page 221)

SP-8: Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly: Terminally Ill Patients (H)

This measure would allow a hospice-certified, terminally ill patient, who has been diagnosed with a prohibited health condition to remain in an RCFE, under specified circumstances.  It would further authorize an RCFE’s staff to administer certain palliative care medications to a patient who is incapable of self-administering medication, under specified circumstances.

SS LePeilbet (Page 197)

SP-9: Traffic Safety: Vision Zero (H&T)
This measure would create a Statewide Vision Zero Initiative with the goal of eliminating all traffic related fatalities by 2025.

SS Kagan (Page 229)

SP-10: Public Transit: Statewide Senior Passes (H&T)

This measure would require a transit operator to honor, without additional charge, a monthly senior transit pass issued by any other transit operator in the State.  It would also create a California Mobility Center, represented by one person from every City in the State that chooses to participate, to administer the above described requirement and to maximize coordination of all transportation services to seniors.

SS Kagan (Page 233)
SP-11: Undue Influence (S&C)
This measure would create a rebuttable presumption that the creation of, or changes to a person’s estate plan, including but not limited to, a will, trust, transfers of real or personal property, including non-probate transfers of property, power of attorney, or advanced health directive, within a year of the date of the death of a person or after a diagnosis of a terminal condition for a person, was procured by undue influence, and this presumption may be rebutted by proving, by a preponderance of the evidence, that there was no undue influence.

SS Howk (Page 249)

SP-12: Long-Term Services and Supports: Remote Delivery: Pilot Program (H)

This measure would create a pilot program in Kings, Tulare and other suitable counties in the State that would use remote monitoring and sensing technologies, call centers, and trained remote coordinators to supplement existing in-home health care services by remotely delivering long-term services and supports to the senior population of those counties.

SS Turner (Page 203)
SP-13: Veterans Housing: Affordable Rental Housing (H&T)

This measure would establish a rental housing assistance program as part of the VHHPA and require the Department of Veteran Affairs to coordinate access to affordable rental housing for Veterans with existing State and Federal Veterans services and provide fully detailed information about the rental assistance program.

SS Serrin (Page 237)
Summary of

Federal Legislative Proposals

Senior Assembly

AFP-1: Elder Abuse: Native Americans (S&C)

This measure would improve training and technical assistance programs to existing agencies providing services to Native American Elders and establish a task force comprised of tribal representatives to collaborate on issues related to elder abuse among Native Americans.

SA Krohn (Page 141)

AFP 2:Building Standards:Elevators:Support Rails (H&T)
This measure would require that support rails be installed in all new and existing building elevators to protect older adults.

SA Cowlishaw (Page 105)

AFP 3:Senior Housing:Universal Safety Devices (H&T)
This measure would require HUD to develop a uniform evaluation to assess HUD Senior Housing for handrails, grab bars for showers & toilets, tub basin height, lighting, nightlights, nonslip mats and floor coverings, and assistive devices in common areas and would identify a funding source that would allow for assessment and implementation of greater fall prevention measures in HUD Senior Housing.

SA Johnson (Page 109)
AFP 4:Medicaid: Resource Limits: Motor Vehicles (H&T)
This measure would ensure that populations that are subject to Medicaid income and resource requirements, households with two motor vehicles may have both of those vehicles exempt for purposes of determining their eligibility for services under Medicaid.

SA Purcell (Page 115)
AFP 5:Federal Income Tax: Deductions: Long-Term Care Premiums (F&I)
This measure would remove the limit on the Federal Income Tax Deduction allowable for eligible long-term care insurance premiums.
SA Petty (Page 43)
AFP 6: Social Security Burial Benefits (F&I)
This measure would raise the social security burial benefit amount to $495, an amount adequate to cover cremation costs and make the benefit payable to immediate family members.

SA Taylor (Page 47)
Senior Senate

SFP-1: United States Department of Veteran Affairs (S&C)
This measure would require the US Department of Veteran Affairs to identify and acknowledge Veterans who participated in weapons testing programs and special operations and to dedicate services specifically to assist those Veterans.

SS Alderson (Page 253)

SFP-2: Medicare: Cognitive Assessments (H)

This measure would require that Medicare and Medicaid patients being offered, as part of this benefit, a valid cognitive assessment that is capable of distinguishing between mild cognitive impairment and normal aging, in order for the causes of cognitive impairment to be detected in their earliest and most treatable stage.

SS MaCallister (Page 209)

SFP-3: Bataan Death March Veterans Commemoration Day (S&C)

This measure would additionally recognize April 9th as a day of appreciation of the Veterans of the Bataan Death March, and as a memoriam of the deceased.

SS LePeilbet (Page 257)

SFP-4: Social Security (S&LG)

This measure would encourage the Mexican Social Insurance System to make payments in accordance with those provisions of the Federal Social Security Act.

SS Winslow (Page 271)

SFP-5: Public Housing Priority for Senior Veterans (H&T)

This measure would give preference for Federal Public Housing Assistance to eligible senior Veterans who were honorably discharged.

SS Steir (Page 243)

SFP-6: Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage: Erectile Dysfunction Medication (H)

This measure would urge CMS to consider adding erectile dysfunction medication as an allowable drug in the Medicare Program.

SS Turner (Page 215)

SFP-7: Consumer Protection: Television Advertisement Disclaimers and Disclosures (S&LG)

This measure would require printed disclosures and disclaimers of television advertisements targeted at senior citizens to be printed in the same size font throughout the entire advertisement and in large print size, and for the disclosures and disclaimers to remain in view for the entirety of the advertisement.

SS Cervantes (Page 275)

(F&I)
=
  Finance & Insurance Committee

(H)
=
Health Committee

(H&T)
=
Housing & Transportation Committee

(S&C)
=
Social & Community Services Committee

(S&LG)
=
State & Local Government Committee

Glossary of Legislative Terms
	Across the Desk
	The official act of introducing a bill or resolution. The measure is given to the Chief Clerk or his or her representative at the Assembly Desk in the Assembly Chamber or to the Secretary of the Senate or his or her representative in the Senate Chamber. The measure then receives a number and becomes a public document available from the bill room (or at www.leginfo.ca.gov). Each proposed amendment to a measure also must be put across the desk in the Assembly or Senate in order to be considered for adoption.

	
	

	Act
	A bill passed by the Legislature and enacted into law.

	
	

	Adjournment
	Termination of a meeting, occurring at the close of each legislative day upon the completion of business, with the hour and day of the next meeting being set prior to adjournment.

	
	

	Adoption
	Approval or acceptance; usually applied to amendments, resolutions, or motions.

	
	

	Amendment
	Proposal to change the text of a bill after it has been introduced. Amendments must be submitted to the Legislative Counsel for drafting or approval.

Author's amendments - Amendments proposed by the bill's author. Author's amendments to a bill may be adopted on the floor prior to the Committee hearing on the bill with the Committee chair's approval.

Hostile amendments - Amendments proposed by another member and opposed by the author in a Committee hearing or during Assembly or Senate floor consideration.

	
	

	Appropriation
	The amount of money made available for expenditure by a specific entity for a specific purpose, from the General Fund or other designated state fund or account.

	
	

	Approved by the Governor
	Signature of the Governor on a bill passed by the Legislature.

	
	

	Assembly
	The house of the California Legislature consisting of 80 members, elected from districts determined on the basis of population. Two Assembly districts are situated within each Senate district.

	
	

	Author
	Member of the Legislature who introduces a legislative measure.

	
	

	Bill
	A proposed law, introduced during a session for consideration by the Legislature, and identified numerically in order of presentation; also, a reference that may include joint and concurrent resolutions and constitutional amendments.

	
	

	Bill Analysis
	A document prepared by Committee and/or floor analysis staff prior to hearing the bill in that Committee or on the floor of the Assembly or Senate. It explains how a bill would change current law and sometimes identifies major interest groups in support or opposition.

	
	

	Cal-SPAN (The California Channel)
	The cable television channel that televises Assembly and Senate proceedings.

	
	

	Chair
	The current presiding officer, usually in the context of a Committee hearing.

	
	

	Chamber
	The Assembly or Senate location where floor sessions are held.

	
	

	Chapter
	When a bill has been passed by the Legislature and enacted into law, the Secretary of State assigns the bill a "chapter number" such as "Chapter 123, Statutes of 1992," which is subsequently used to refer to the measure in place of the bill number.

	
	

	Coauthor
	A member of either house whose name is added to a bill as a coauthor by amending the bill, usually indicating support for the proposal.

	
	

	COLA
	Cost-of-living adjustment.

	
	

	Companion Bill
	An identical bill introduced in the other house. This procedure is far more/common/ in Congress than in the California Legislature.

	
	

	Concurrence
	The approval by the house of origin of a bill as amended in the other house. If the author is unwilling to move the bill as amended by the other house, the author requests "non-concurrence" in the bill and asks for the formation of a conference Committee.

	
	

	Concurrent Resolution
	A measure introduced in one house that, if approved, must be sent to the other house for approval. The Governor's signature is not required. These measures usually involve the internal business of the Legislature.

	
	

	Consent Calendar
	File containing bills that received no dissenting votes in Committee.

	
	

	Constituent
	A person who resides within the district represented by a legislator.

	
	

	Consultant
	Ordinarily, a professional staff person who works for a legislative Committee.

	
	

	Digest
	Prepared by the Legislative Counsel, it summarizes the effect of a proposed bill on current law. It appears on the first page of the printed bill.

	
	

	District
	The area of the state represented by a legislator. Each district is determined by population and is designated by a number. There are 40 Senate districts and 80 Assembly districts.

	
	

	Do Pass
	Motion that, if adopted by a Committee, moves a bill to the floor or to the next Committee.

	
	

	Do Pass As Amended
	Committee motion that a bill be passed with the recommendation that the floor adopt specified amendments.

	
	

	Dropped
	Author has decided not to pursue the passage of the bill.

	
	

	Enacting Clause
	The following phrase at the beginning of the text of each bill: "The people of the State of California do enact as follows."

	
	

	Enrollment
	Whenever a bill passes both houses of the Legislature, it is ordered enrolled. In enrollment, the bill is again proofread for accuracy and then delivered to the Governor. The "enrolled bill" contains the complete text of the bill with the dates of passage certified by the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the Assembly. A resolution, when enrolled, is filed directly with the Secretary of State.

	
	

	First Reading
	Each bill introduced must be read three times before final passage. The first reading of a bill occurs when it is introduced.

	
	

	Fiscal Bill
	Generally, a measure that contains an appropriation of funds or requires a state agency to incur additional expense. The Legislative Counsel's designation of whether a bill is a fiscal bill appears at the end of the Digest found in the printed bill. Fiscal bills must be heard by the Assembly and Senate Appropriations Committees in addition to the policy Committees in each house.

	
	

	Fiscal Deadline
	The date on the legislative calendar by which all bills with fiscal effect must have been taken up in a policy Committee and referred to a fiscal Committee. Any fiscal bill missing the deadline is considered "dead" unless it receives a rule waiver allowing further consideration.

	
	

	Fiscal Year
	The 12-month period on which the state budget is planned, beginning July 1 and ending June 30 of the following year. The federal fiscal year begins October 1 and ends September 30 of the following year.

	
	

	Floor
	(1) The Assembly or Senate Chamber. 

(2) The term used to describe the location of a bill or the type of session, connoting action to be taken by the house. Matters may be said to be "on the floor."

	
	

	Hearing
	A Committee meeting convened for the purpose of gathering information on a subject or considering specific legislative measures.

	
	

	Held in Committee
	Status of a bill that fails to receive sufficient affirmative votes to pass out of Committee.

	
	

	House
	In California, refers to either the Senate or the Assembly.

	
	

	Inactive File
	The portion of the Daily File containing legislation that is ready for floor consideration, but, for a variety of reasons, is dead or dormant. An author may move a bill to the inactive file, and move it off the inactive file at a later date. During the final weeks of the legislative session, measures may be moved there by the leadership as a method of encouraging authors to take up their bills promptly.


	
	

	Interim
	The period of time between the end of a legislative year and the beginning of the next legislative year. The legislative year ends on August 31 in even-numbered years and in mid-September in odd-numbered years.

	
	

	Joint Resolution
	A resolution expressing the Legislature's opinion about a matter within the jurisdiction of the federal government, which is forwarded to Congress for its information. Requires the approval of both Assembly and Senate but does not require signature of the Governor.

	
	

	Joint Session
	The Assembly and Senate meeting together, usually in the Assembly Chamber. The purpose ordinarily is to receive special information such as the Governor's State of the State address.

	
	

	Lay On The Table
	A motion to temporarily postpone consideration of a matter before a Committee or the house, such that the matter may later be brought up for consideration by a motion to "take from the table."

	
	

	Legislative Advocate
	An individual (commonly known as a lobbyist) engaged to present to legislators the views of a group or organization. The law requires formal registration with the Secretary of State if an individual's lobbying activity exceeds 25 contacts with decision makers in a two-month period.

	
	

	Legislative Analyst
	The Legislative Analyst, who is a legislative appointee, and his or her staff provide thorough, nonpartisan analysis of the budget submitted by the Governor; also analyze the fiscal impact of other legislation and prepare analyses of ballot measures published in the state ballot pamphlet.

	
	

	Legislative Counsel
	The Legislative Counsel (who is appointed jointly by both houses) and his or her legal staff are responsible for, among other things, drafting all bills and amendments, preparing the Digest for each bill, providing legal opinions, and representing the Legislature in legal proceedings.

	
	

	Majority Vote
	A vote of more than half of the legislative body considering a measure. Constituted by 41 votes in the Assembly, and by 21 votes in the Senate.

	
	

	Measure
	A bill, resolution, or constitutional amendment that is considered by the Legislature.

	
	

	Motion
	A formal proposal for action made by a legislator during a Committee hearing or floor session.

	
	

	Non-fiscal Bill
	A measure not having specified financial impact on the state and, therefore, not required to be heard in an Assembly or Senate Fiscal Committee as it moves through the legislative process. Non-fiscal bills are subject to different legislative calendar deadlines than fiscal bills.

	
	

	Out of Order
	A parliamentary ruling by the presiding officer of a Committee or the house that a matter is not, at that time, appropriate for consideration by the body.

	
	

	Override
	Enactment of a bill despite the Governor's veto, by a vote of two thirds of the members of each house (27 votes in the Senate and 54 votes in the Assembly).

	
	

	Parliamentary Inquiry
	A procedural question posed by a legislator during a Committee hearing or floor session. A member must be recognized for this purpose and the question answered by the Committee chair or presiding officer.

	
	

	Passage
	Adoption of a measure by the Assembly or the Senate.

	
	

	Point of Order
	A request that the presiding officer remedy a breach of order or of the rules.

	
	

	Point of Personal Privilege
	Assertion by a Member that his or her rights, reputation, or conduct have been impugned, entitling the Member to repudiate the allegations.

	
	

	Postpone
	A motion to delay action on a matter before the house.

	
	

	Presiding
	Managing the proceedings during a floor session. In the Assembly, the presiding officer can be the Speaker, Speaker pro Tempore, or any other Assembly Member appointed by the Speaker. In the Senate, the presiding officer can be the President, President pro Tempore, or any other Senator appointed by the President pro Tempore.

	
	

	Previous Question
	If a Member seeks to cut off all further debate on a measure, he or she may call the previous question to seek to compel the body to vote immediately on the issue.


	
	

	Quorum
	A simple majority of the membership of a Committee or the Assembly or Senate; the minimum number of legislators needed to begin conducting official business. The absence of a quorum is grounds for immediate adjournment of a Committee hearing or floor session.

	
	

	Rescind
	A motion to revoke an action previously taken.

	
	

	Roll Call
	Recording the vote of each member of a Committee or of the full Assembly or Senate. Committee roll calls are conducted by the Committee secretary, who calls each member's name in alphabetical order with the name of the chair called last. Assembly roll calls are conducted electronically, with each Member pushing a button from his or her assigned seat. Senate roll calls are conducted by the Reading Clerk, who reads each Senator's name in alphabetical order.

	
	

	Sponsor
	The Member of the Legislature, private individual, or group who develops a measure and advocates its passage.

	
	

	Statutes
	Enacted bills, which are chaptered by the Secretary of State in the order in which they become law.

	
	

	Two-Thirds Vote
	In the Assembly, 54; in the Senate, 27. Required, for example, for urgency measures and most measures making appropriations from the General Fund.

	
	

	Unanimous Consent
	The consent of all of those Members present, ordinarily presumed to exist in the absence of objection.

	
	

	Veto
	The Governor's formal rejection of a measure passed by the Legislature. The Governor may also exercise a line item veto, whereby the amount of an appropriation is reduced or eliminated, while the rest of the bill is approved (see Blue Pencil). A veto may be overridden by a two-thirds vote in each house.
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RN1521813
  AP 2

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER KROHN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 2:  GERIATRICS AND GERONTOLOGY: STUDENT LOAN ASSISTANCE.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, PHYSICIANS, NURSES, AND SPECIFIED SOCIAL WORKERS ARE LICENSED AND REGULATED BY VARIOUS STATE BOARDS AND PAY LICENSING AND RENEWAL FEES FOR LICENSURE, AS SPECIFIED.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD HELP FUND STUDENT LOAN ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS STUDYING GERIATRICS AND GERONTOLOGY BY IMPOSING A FEE INCREASE ON LICENSING AND RENEWAL FEES FOR PHYSICIANS, NURSES, AND SOCIAL WORKERS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 2:  RELATING TO STUDENT LOAN ASSISTANCE

WHEREAS, INTEREST RATES FOR DIRECT PLUS LOANS DISBURSED ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2014 FOR GRADUATE OR PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS SIT AT 7.21 PERCENT. FOR LOANS DISBURSED ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2015 AND BEFORE JULY 1, 2016 THE RATE IS 6.84 PERCENT; AND

WHEREAS, DIRECT SUBSIDIZED LOANS AND DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOANS ARE MADE AVAILABLE VIA FEDERAL STUDENT AID, AN OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, BUT THOSE LOANS DO NOT STIPULATE OR PROVIDE INCENTIVE FOR STUDENTS WHO WISH TO SPECIALIZE IN A FIELD THAT IS UNDERREPRESENTED; AND

WHEREAS, STUDENT LOAN DEBT IS A GROWING CRISIS IN THE UNITED STATES AND IT SERIOUSLY THREATENS OUR ECONOMIC HEALTH AND ULTIMATELY IMPACTS THE EPIDEMIOLOGIC TRANSITION THIS COUNTRY IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING WITH THE AGING POPULATION; AND

WHEREAS, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HISTORICALLY MAKES MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ON STUDENT LOANS, EVEN FOR THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE CLASSIFIED AS LOW-INCOME; AND

WHEREAS, FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ARE ABLE TO SECURE LOANS FROM THE GOVERNMENT AT A VERY LOW INTEREST RATE, INDICATING AN APPARENT LACK OF SENSITIVITY TO THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF STUDENTS WISHING TO ADVANCE THEIR EDUCATION IN SPECIALIZED FIELDS; AND

WHEREAS, THE CURRENT WORKFORCE IS NOT PREPARED IN NUMBERS, KNOWLEDGE, AND SKILLS TO CARE FOR THE NEEDS OF THIS RAPIDLY AGING AND DIVERSE POPULATION. IN A 2008 INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE REPORT ENTITLED “RETOOLING FOR AN AGING AMERICA,” THE AUTHORS REMIND US THAT HAVING A PREPARED AND COMPETENT WORKFORCE IS GOING TO BE CRITICAL. BY 2030, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS AGED 65 YEARS AND OLDER WILL CONSTITUTE 20 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION; AND

WHEREAS, A LARGE PROPORTION OF OLDER ADULTS HAVE MEDICAL AND SOCIETAL ISSUES WARRANTING THE ATTENTION OF A COMPETENT PROVIDER SPECIALIZING IN THE NEEDS OF THESE ELDERLY PATIENTS, AND YET ONLY A MINORITY OF INDIVIDUALS RECEIVE SPECIALTY CARE, WHICH IS OFTEN INADEQUATE. IN GENERAL, GERONTOLOGISTS ARE NOT LICENSED PROFESSIONALS AND DO NOT PROVIDE CLINICAL CARE. THIS IS A KEY REASON WHY THEIR PAY TENDS TO BE LOWER THAN OTHER SPECIALTIES AS WELL AS THE FACT THAT THEY ARE NOT BEING REIMBURSED BY MEDICARE OR MANY OTHER KINDS OF INSURANCE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA IMPOSE A FEE INCREASE OF $10 ON EXISTING LICENSURE AND LICENSE RENEWAL FEES FOR PHYSICIANS, NURSES, AND SOCIAL WORKERS TO HELP SUPPORT A LOAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. THE REVENUES WOULD BE DEPOSITED INTO A FUND FOR A GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRIC LOAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM THAT WOULD BE ESTABLISHED AND USED TO EXCLUSIVELY SUPPORT LOAN ASSISTANCE APPLICANTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR RECRUITING STUDENTS INTO TRAINING FOR A CAREER IN GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS TO AUGMENT THE WORKFORCE SUPPLY AND MEET THE DEMAND FOR THE NEEDS OF THE AGING POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENCOURAGE ANY MEDICAL, NURSING, OR SOCIAL WORK STUDENT CURRENTLY STUDYING IN THE FIELD OF GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS TO APPLY FOR EDUCATIONAL LOAN ASSISTANCE GRANTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA EXTEND PRIORITY CONSIDERATION TO LOAN ASSISTANCE GRANT APPLICANTS WHO CAN PROVIDE CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY APPROPRIATE CARE TO AREAS WITH THE GREATEST NEED; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521816
    






 AP 13

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER SUSAN WALKER 

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR SENATOR MESLER)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 13:   MEDI-CAL: LONG-TERM CARE: PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE.

EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM, WHICH IS ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES, UNDER WHICH PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS AND OTHER QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME PERSONS ARE PROVIDED WITH HEALTH CARE SERVICES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, CERTAIN AGED, BLIND, AND DISABLED MEDI-CAL RECIPIENTS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY A SHARE OF COST AS A CONDITION OF ELIGIBILITY, WITH THE SHARE OF COST DETERMINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS. EXISTING LAW GENERALLY REQUIRES A MEDI-CAL RECIPIENT RESIDING IN A NURSING HOME TO PAY TO THE NURSING FACILITY, AS HIS OR HER SHARE OF COST, HIS OR HER MONTHLY INCOME, LESS A PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE OF $35.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD INCREASE THE PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE FROM $35 TO $80 PER MONTH AND ANNUALLY ADJUST THE PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE BY THE SAME PERCENTAGE AS THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 13:  RELATING TO MEDI-CAL

WHEREAS, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES (DHCS) ADMINISTERS THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME PERSONS, INCLUDING AGED, BLIND, OR DISABLED INDIVIDUALS; AND

WHEREAS, EXISTING LAW AUTHORIZES THE DHCS TO ESTABLISH A PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE FOR RESIDENTS IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY NOT LESS THAN $35 PER MONTH FOR PERSONAL AND INCIDENTAL NEEDS AND TO INCREASE THAT PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE AS NECESSARY; AND

WHEREAS, THE PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE IS CRUCIAL TO ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF RESIDENTS IN SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES BY COVERING THE COSTS OF PERSONAL AND INCIDENTAL NEEDS, INCLUDING HAIRCUTS, CLOTHES, PERSONAL CARE ITEMS, READING MATERIALS, AND POSTAGE; AND 

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA’S PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE WAS LAST SET IN 1984 AT $35 PER MONTH, BUT RESIDENTS IN SKILLED NURSING FACILITIES HAVE NOT RECEIVED A COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE SINCE 1984, WHILE THE RATE OF INFLATION OVER THE LAST 32 YEARS IS 128 PERCENT; AND

WHEREAS, AN INCREASE IN THE PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE TO $80 WILL LIKELY BE PARTIALLY REIMBURSED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND WILL, THEREFORE, INCREASE FEDERAL DOLLARS TO CALIFORNIA. THIS, IN TURN, WILL BENEFIT CALIFORNIA’S ECONOMY; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE MEDI-CAL PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE BE INCREASED FROM $35 TO $80 PER MONTH; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THEREAFTER THE MEDI-CAL PERSONAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE SHOULD BE ADJUSTED ANNUALLY BY THE SAME PERCENTAGE AS THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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AP 15

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER KAMMERER

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR SENATOR LOH)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 15:  CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUNDING.

EXISTING LAW, THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT, ESTABLISHES THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE (CSL) AND AUTHORIZES CSL TO DEFINE ITS PROGRAM AND UTILIZE ITS FUNDS TO CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES, AS SPECIFIED. THE ACT PROVIDES FOR THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR CSL FROM THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND OR PRIVATE FUNDS DIRECTED TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR FUNDING CSL ACTIVITIES. THE ACT ALSO PERMITS CSL TO ACCEPT GIFTS AND GRANTS FROM ANY SOURCE, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, TO HELP PERFORM ITS FUNCTIONS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD APPROPRIATE $400,000 ANNUALLY FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO COVER CSL’S BASIC OPERATING COSTS AND CONTINUE TO PERMIT CSL TO ACCEPT GIFTS AND GRANTS FROM ANY SOURCE TO HELP PERFORM ITS FUNCTIONS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 15:  RELATING TO CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUNDING

WHEREAS, THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE (CSL) WAS CREATED BY CALIFORNIA LEGISLATORS AND SIGNED INTO LAW BY THE GOVERNOR IN 1980; AND

WHEREAS, CSL MEMBERS SERVE INVALUABLE ROLES AS ADVOCATES FOR CALIFORNIA’S SENIORS, ASSISTING CALIFORNIA LEGISLATORS WITH IDENTIFYING ISSUES AND CONCERNS THAT WILL IMPROVE THE INDEPENDENT AND MEANINGFUL LIVING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT OF SENIORS; AND

WHEREAS, ALL 80 SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS AND 40 SENIOR SENATORS OF CSL SERVE VOLUNTARILY AND REPRESENT ALL PARTS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS A NEED FOR SENIOR SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED IN CALIFORNIA. EXISTING LAW DECLARES THAT “THE NEEDS OF SENIOR CITIZENS FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMS IN HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES, RECREATION, TRANSPORTATION, EDUCATION, HOUSING, CULTURAL SERVICES, AND OTHER APPROPRIATE AREAS OF SERVICE CAN BEST BE ASSESSED BY SENIOR CITIZENS”; AND

WHEREAS, EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHED CSL IN ITS CURRENT FORM AFTER IT “PROVED ITS USEFULNESS IN PROVIDING MODEL LEGISLATION FOR OLDER CITIZENS AND ADVOCATING FOR THE NEEDS OF SENIORS”; AND

WHEREAS, GOVERNORS RONALD REAGAN AND JERRY BROWN HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED AND CITED THE IMPORTANCE OF CSL SERVICES TO CALIFORNIA SENIORS AS WELL AS TO CALIFORNIA LEGISLATORS; AND

WHEREAS, IN 1982, GOVERNOR JERRY BROWN OBSERVED, “THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE OFFERS OUR OLDER CITIZENS A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO ASSIST ME AND THE LEGISLATURE IN DEVELOPING PRIORITIES FOR ... YEARS TO COME.”; AND

WHEREAS, AT THE CSL 10TH ANNIVERSARY IN 1990, FORMER PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN SAID, “I COMMEND THE MEMBERS OF THE CSL ... FOR BEING AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL, PROVING THAT INDIVIDUALS CAN INDEED HAVE A VOICE IN OUR LEGISLATIVE SYSTEM.”; AND

WHEREAS, IN THE PAST 34 YEARS, 198 CSL PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNORS. CSL HAS A TRACK RECORD OF WORKING WELL WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SENIOR ORGANIZATIONS AS WELL AS STATE LEGISLATORS IN MITIGATING AND IMPROVING THE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND PHYSIOLOGICAL DEMANDS, ENVIRONMENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS, AND SERVICES FOR SENIORS; AND 

WHEREAS, CSL HAS CONSISTENTLY ACTED AS A STRONG VOICE FOR SENIORS IN THE CAPITOL, AS EXPECTED BY LEGISLATORS AND THE GOVERNOR AT ITS INCEPTION; AND

WHEREAS, CSL IS A STATE ENTITY AND DOES NOT RECEIVE ANY FUNDING FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND; AND

WHEREAS, CSL WAS ONE OF THE FIRST ORGANIZATIONS TO BE FUNDED THROUGH VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS ON THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM (NOW CODE 427). THIS FORM OF FUNDING WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1983; AND

WHEREAS, CSL HAS ALSO ACCEPTED DONATIONS FROM OTHER SOURCES TO FUND AUXILIARY FUNCTIONS WHICH THE STATE CANNOT FUND; AND 

WHEREAS, FUNDING HAS DRASTICALLY DECREASED OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS, JEOPARDIZING THE EXISTENCE OF CSL AND ITS IMPORTANT ROLE TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA; AND

WHEREAS, CONSEQUENTLY, CSL MEMBERS HAVE HAD TO SPEND A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THEIR TIME ACTIVELY RAISING FUNDS FOR CSL’S SURVIVAL; AND

WHEREAS, CSL MEMBERS SHOULD CONCENTRATE THEIR VOLUNTEERING EFFORTS ON ADVOCATING FOR CALIFORNIA’S SENIORS, NOT FUNDRAISING; AND

WHEREAS, IN 2015, CSL MEMBERS WILL NOT HAVE THEIR ANNUAL OCTOBER LEGISLATIVE SESSION IN-PERSON FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 35 YEARS, DUE TO LACK OF FUNDING; AND

WHEREAS, ANNUALLY, CSL PAYS MORE THAN $65,000 TO OTHER STATE AGENCIES FOR SERVICES, INCLUDING INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS AND MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING. FOR CSL, PROBABLY THE SMALLEST STATE ENTITY, THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF MONEY. IF CSL CEASES TO EXIST, IT WOULD NEGATIVELY IMPACT THOSE STATE AGENCIES, WHICH WILL SUBSEQUENTLY LOSE INCOME AS WELL; AND

WHEREAS, AS A STATE ENTITY, CSL NEEDS A MINIMUM OF $400,000 IN FUNDING FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO COVER ITS BASIC OPERATING COSTS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE APPROPRIATE $400,000 ANNUALLY FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO COVER CSL’S BASIC OPERATING COSTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE CONTINUE TO BE PERMITTED TO ACCEPT GIFTS AND GRANTS FROM ANY SOURCE, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, TO HELP PERFORM ITS FUNCTIONS, AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 9305 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521830
     AFP 5
INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PETTY 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest 

AFP 5:  FEDERAL INCOME TAX: DEDUCTIONS: LONG-TERM CARE PREMIUMS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, CERTAIN EXPENSES PAID DURING THE TAXABLE YEAR FOR MEDICAL CARE ARE ALLOWED AS ITEMIZED DEDUCTIONS IN COMPUTING THE INCOME THAT IS SUBJECT TO THE FEDERAL INCOME TAX. EXISTING LAW DEFINES “MEDICAL CARE” FOR THESE PURPOSES AS INCLUDING AMOUNTS PAID FOR SPECIFIED MEDICAL CARE OR INSURANCE COVERING THAT CARE, OR FOR QUALIFIED LONG-TERM CARE SERVICES OR ELIGIBLE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE PREMIUMS. EXISTING LAW LIMITS THE DEDUCTION ALLOWABLE FOR ELIGIBLE LONG-TERM CARE PREMIUMS TO SPECIFIED AMOUNTS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REMOVE THAT LIMIT ON THE FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTION ALLOWABLE FOR ELIGIBLE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE PREMIUMS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 5:
 RELATING TO FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS 

WHEREAS, GROWTH IN THE POPULATION OF ADULTS 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WILL ACCOUNT FOR 57 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL POPULATION GROWTH FROM 2010 TO 2030, AND 70 PERCENT OF THOSE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE WILL REQUIRE SOME LEVEL OF LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS (LTSS); AND

WHEREAS, EIGHTY PERCENT OF LTSS CARE IS PROVIDED BY FRIENDS AND FAMILY, AND THE RATIO OF THOSE CAREGIVERS TO THE NUMBER OF ELDERLY INDIVIDUALS IS PROJECTED TO DECREASE BY 42.8 PERCENT FROM 2010 TO 2030; AND

WHEREAS, A 2014 SURVEY FOUND THAT THE ANNUAL MEDIAN COST OF LTSS IN SOME PARTS OF CALIFORNIA EXCEEDS $100,000; AND

WHEREAS, THE ANNUALIZED COST INCREASES FOR FACILITY CARE WILL CONTINUE TO EXCEED THE NATIONAL INFLATION RATE; AND

WHEREAS, THE CALIFORNIA SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING AND LONG-TERM CARE RECOMMENDED THE PRIORITIZATION OF FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR LONG-TERM CARE FINANCING; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES SENATE COMMISSION ON LONG-TERM CARE HAS STATED THAT “PEOPLE WHO EXHAUST THEIR RESOURCES END UP USING PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR COSTS THAT COULD HAVE BEEN INSURED EITHER PUBLICLY OR PRIVATELY”; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES SENATE COMMISSION ON LONG-TERM CARE HAS ALSO STATED THAT “PRIVATE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE (LTCI) COULD PLAY A MORE SUBSTANTIAL ROLE IN LTSS FINANCING, BUT CHANGES ARE NEEDED TO BOOST PARTICIPATION, INCLUDING NEW INCENTIVES”; AND

WHEREAS, FOR A PERSON 65 YEARS OF AGE, THE ANNUAL COST OF A PRIVATE LTCI POLICY THAT PROVIDES MODERATE BENEFITS AND ONLY PARTIALLY COVERS THE DAILY NURSING HOME FEE FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARS MAY EXCEED $9,000; AND

WHEREAS, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO DOLLAR LIMIT ON THE FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTION ALLOWED FOR PREMIUMS PAID FOR MEDICAL INSURANCE, INCLUDING MEDICARE PARTS A, B, AND D, AND MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE, THE DEDUCTION ALLOWED FOR LTCI PREMIUMS FOR THE 2014 TAXABLE YEAR IS LIMITED TO $3,720 FOR PERSONS 61 TO 70 YEARS OF AGE, INCLUSIVE, AND $4,660 FOR PERSONS 71 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTION FOR LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE PREMIUMS BE ALLOWED WITHOUT ANY DOLLAR LIMITATION, AS IS CURRENTLY PERMITTED FOR OTHER MEDICAL INSURANCE PREMIUMS SUCH AS MEDICARE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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AFP 6

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER TAYLOR

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AFP 6:  SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFITS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY ACT PROVIDES FOR BENEFITS FOR ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES, FUNDED PRIMARILY BY FEDERAL PAYROLL TAXES ON WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS. ONE OF THESE BENEFITS IS A ONE-TIME PAYMENT OF $255 PAYABLE TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE OR TO A CHILD UNDER SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD RAISE THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT AMOUNT TO $495, AN AMOUNT ADEQUATE TO COVER CREMATION COSTS, AND MAKE THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT PAYABLE TO IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 6:  RELATING TO SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFITS

WHEREAS, THE BURIAL BENEFIT, WHICH WAS IN LINE WITH CREMATION SERVICES WHEN IT WAS INSTITUTED, IS CURRENTLY AT $255; AND

WHEREAS, CREMATION SERVICES COSTS HAVE SINCE RISEN TO $495; AND

WHEREAS, THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT CAN BE PAID TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE IF HE OR SHE WAS LIVING WITH THE DECEASED, OR, IF LIVING APART, WAS RECEIVING CERTAIN SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS ON THE DECEASED’S RECORD. IF THERE IS NO SURVIVING SPOUSE, THE PAYMENT CAN BE MADE TO A CHILD WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS ON THE DECEASED’S RECORD IN THE MONTH OF DEATH; AND

WHEREAS, OTHER IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS ARE NOT AWARE THAT THE BURIAL BENEFIT IS PAYABLE ONLY TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE OR CHILD; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT DISPARITY BETWEEN THE CURRENT BENEFIT AMOUNT AND CREMATION SERVICES COSTS BE ADDRESSED BY RAISING THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT AMOUNT TO $495, AN AMOUNT ADEQUATE TO COVER CREMATION COSTS, AND BY MAKING THE SOCIAL SECURITY BURIAL BENEFIT PAYABLE TO IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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HEALTH

COMMITTEE

RN1521812

AP 1

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PURCELL

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 1:  SENIOR HUNGER.

EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL ELDERLY NUTRITION PROGRAM, AUTHORIZED UNDER THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT, PROVIDES GRANTS TO STATE AGENCIES ON AGING TO SUPPORT THE DELIVERY OF NUTRITION SERVICES TO SENIOR CENTERS AND TO THE HOMES OF SENIORS WHO ARE AT LEAST 60 YEARS OF AGE. THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS OF DIETARY INADEQUACY AND SOCIAL ISOLATION AMONG OLDER PERSONS. EXISTING STATE LAW AUTHORIZES THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING TO MAKE AVAILABLE STATE FUNDS TO FUND SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAMS THAT COMPLEMENT PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED PURSUANT TO THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES AND HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 1:  RELATING TO SENIOR HUNGER 

WHEREAS, FOOD PRICES HAVE INCREASED BY 60 PERCENT, ENERGY PRICES HAVE INCREASED BY 40 PERCENT, THE COST OF RENTING A HOME OR APARTMENT HAS RISEN DRAMATICALLY, AND SO HAS THE COST OF MEDICINE, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR SENIORS WHO SUPPORT THEMSELVES ON FIXED INCOMES TO AFFORD HOME-COOKED MEALS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY SENIORS, IN LIGHT OF THESE RISING PRICES AND THEIR OWN DIMINISHED MOBILITY, DEPEND ON PROGRAMS THAT FUND CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES OR HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES, WITHOUT WHICH THESE SENIORS WOULD BE MALNOURISHED. THE NUMBER OF MALNOURISHED SENIORS IS GROWING; AND

WHEREAS, FUNDING CUTS HAVE FORCED HOME-BOUND SENIORS AND THOSE AT SENIOR CENTERS TO BE PUT ON WAITING LISTS FOR THESE NUTRITION SERVICES. THE FUNDING CUTS ARE FORCING FRAIL AND ISOLATED SENIORS OUT OF THE PROGRAMS; AND

WHEREAS, POOR NUTRITION CAN LEAD TO A RANGE OF PROBLEMS, INCLUDING DEPRESSION AND VARIOUS PHYSICAL AILMENTS, THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENCE OF WHICH CAN, IN TURN, CREATE AN INCREASED NEED FOR NURSING HOME AND HOSPITAL CARE; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS WHO DO NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH TO BUY FOOD AND CARRY IT HOME, OR WHO DO NOT HAVE MONEY FOR TRANSPORTATION COSTS, OFTEN DEPEND UPON NEIGHBORS OR FAMILY MEMBERS TO GET THEIR FOOD. ALTHOUGH THEY TRY TO HELP, SOMETIMES FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS BUY FOOD THAT DOES NOT FIT THE SENIOR’S DIET; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO DR. OZ, SENIORS NEED A BALANCED DIET OF PROTEIN, FIBER, CARBOHYDRATES, AND FAT. SENIORS ACTUALLY NEED 15-20 MORE GRAMS OF PROTEIN THAN THE AVERAGE PERSON. A SENIOR’S DIET SHOULD BE LOW IN SODIUM, CARBOHYDRATES, AND FAT; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS NEED TO CONTINUE TO BE THE BENEFICIARIES OF PROGRAMS THAT DELIVER CRITICAL NUTRITION SERVICES TO CONGREGATE MEAL LOCATIONS FOR SENIORS, INCLUDING SENIOR CENTERS, CHURCHES, OR SCHOOLS, OR DIRECTLY TO THE RESIDENCES OF THESE SENIORS; 

WHEREAS, POOR NUTRITION CAN LEAD TO A RANGE OF PROBLEMS, INCLUDING DEPRESSION AND VARIOUS PHYSICAL AILMENTS, THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENCE OF WHICH CAN, IN TURN, CREATE AN INCREASED NEED FOR NURSING HOME AND HOSPITAL CARE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES AND HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES IN RELATION TO THE PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE IN SENIOR POPULATION; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521818







AP 3

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER KROHN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 3:  GERIATRIC BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STATE-LEVEL POSITIONS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THERE IS IN THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING A SENIOR WELLNESS PROGRAM THAT FOCUSES ON EDUCATING CAREGIVERS AND HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SENIORS’ MENTAL WELL-BEING AND PROMOTES TRAINING FOR PROFESSIONALS AND CAREGIVERS WHO WORK DIRECTLY WITH SENIORS IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE WELLNESS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ESTABLISH 2 GERIATRIC BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POSITIONS TO PROVIDE SENIOR LEVEL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LEADERSHIP AND EXPERT SUPPORT: ONE WITHIN THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING AND THE LOCAL AGING NETWORKS, AND ONE WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES, BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES, AS SPECIFIED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 3:  RELATING TO GERIATRIC BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

WHEREAS, AGING ADULTS WITH MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES LACK SPECIFIC ATTENTION TO THEIR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS, THEREBY INCREASING THE COST TO THE STATE FOR THEIR TREATMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THE COST OF UNTREATED MENTAL HEALTH ILLNESSES ALONE IS ESTIMATED TO BE $564,000,000 PER YEAR; AND 

WHEREAS, THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE IS TOO SMALL AND UNPREPARED TO MEET THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS OF OLDER ADULTS AND OLDER DISABLED PERSONS; AND 

WHEREAS, THE CURRENT WORKFORCE THAT PROVIDES CARE TO OLDER ADULTS VARIES FROM PERSONS WITH NO EDUCATION IN GERIATRICS OR GERONTOLOGY TO PROFESSIONALS WHO HAVE THE MOST ADVANCED SPECIALIZED PSYCHIATRIC TRAINING; AND 

WHEREAS, MORE THAN ONE MILLION ADDITIONAL DIRECT CARE WORKERS WILL BE NEEDED BY THE YEAR 2018; AND

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA LACKS A SENIOR LEVEL PUBLIC OFFICIAL WITH EXPERTISE IN AGING OR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE WHO CAN PROVIDE LEADERSHIP, OVERSIGHT, AND COORDINATION TO EFFECTIVELY SUPPORT THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGING AND MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVES; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT TWO GERIATRIC BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POSITIONS BE ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE SENIOR LEVEL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LEADERSHIP AND EXPERT SUPPORT: ONE WITHIN THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING AND THE LOCAL AGING NETWORKS, AND ONE WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES, BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THESE TWO POSITIONS BE ESTABLISHED AND FUNDED AS PART OF THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ACT’S FIVE-YEAR EDUCATION AND TRAINING DEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE CALIFORNIA MENTAL HEALTH PLANNING COUNCIL BE ENCOURAGED TO APPROVE THE BUDGET ALLOCATED TO IMPLEMENT THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ACT’S FIVE-YEAR EDUCATION AND TRAINING DEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521837
AP 14

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER WARREN

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS BLOCH, HENGST, ROLFE, AND RICHARDS)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 14:  COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE: PATIENT NAVIGATORS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS RECEIVE HEALTH CARE SERVICES THROUGH THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM, ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM IS, IN PART, GOVERNED AND FUNDED BY FEDERAL MEDICAID PROGRAM PROVISIONS. ONE OF THE METHODS BY WHICH THESE SERVICES ARE PROVIDED IS PURSUANT TO CONTRACTS WITH VARIOUS TYPES OF MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS. EXISTING FEDERAL LAW PROVIDES FOR THE FEDERAL MEDICARE PROGRAM, WHICH IS A PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER AND SPECIFIED PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE UNDER 65 YEARS OF AGE. 

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE, PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS THAT ENABLE BENEFICIARIES DUALLY ELIGIBLE FOR THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM AND THE MEDICARE PROGRAM TO RECEIVE SERVICES THAT MAXIMIZE ACCESS TO, AND COORDINATION OF, BENEFITS BETWEEN THESE PROGRAMS. UNDER EXISTING LAW, INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR BOTH PROGRAMS IN COUNTIES PARTICIPATING IN DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS ARE ENROLLED IN A MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLAN THAT COMBINES THEIR MEDICARE AND MEDI-CAL BENEFITS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO REQUIRE THESE MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS TO EMPLOY TRAINED PATIENT NAVIGATORS WHO WOULD PROVIDE DUALLY ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH PERSONALIZED GUIDANCE, CONTINUITY OF CARE, AND IMPROVED ACCESS TO SERVICES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 14:  RELATING TO THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE 

WHEREAS, THE GOAL OF THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE IS TO IMPROVE HEALTH CARE SERVICE DELIVERY TO THE STATE’S LOW-INCOME SENIORS AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES; AND

WHEREAS, INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR BOTH MEDICARE AND MEDI-CAL EXPERIENCE FRAGMENTED CARE THROUGH MULTIPLE SERVICE PROVIDERS WITH SCANT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE CAREGIVERS; AND

WHEREAS, THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE IS EXPECTED TO RESULT IN BETTER HEALTH OUTCOMES FOR INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR BOTH MEDICARE AND MEDI-CAL BY REDUCING INEFFICIENCIES FROM UNNECESSARY MEDICAL TESTING AND MEDICATIONS, AND BY SHIFTING SERVICE DELIVERY FROM INSTITUTIONAL SETTINGS TO HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED CARE; AND

WHEREAS, DUALLY ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS ARE BEING ENROLLED IN MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS SELECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS IN EIGHT COUNTIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE; AND

WHEREAS, FOR MANY OF THESE ENROLLEES, THE TRANSITION TO THE MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS IS CONFUSING; AND 

WHEREAS, PATIENT NAVIGATORS WOULD SERVE TO PROVIDE THESE ENROLLEES WITH PERSONALIZED GUIDANCE AS THEY TRANSITION INTO THE MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS; AND

WHEREAS, PATIENT NAVIGATORS WOULD HELP REDUCE BARRIERS TO ACCESSING APPROPRIATE MEDICAL TREATMENT BY PROVIDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW SYSTEM AND ITS BENEFITS; AND

WHEREAS, PATIENT NAVIGATORS WOULD ASSIST INDIVIDUALS WITH INTERPRETING UNIQUE VOCABULARY USED BY THE VARIOUS PROVIDERS; AND

WHEREAS, PATIENT NAVIGATORS WOULD HELP OVERCOME MISTRUST OF THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM; AND

WHEREAS, THE COST OF THE PATIENT NAVIGATORS COULD BE PAID BY THE HEALTH CARE PLANS; AND

WHEREAS, THE PEOPLE SERVED BY THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE ARE AMONG THE HIGHEST NEED POPULATIONS IN THE STATE WITH MULTIPLE CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITIONS; AND 

WHEREAS, PATIENT NAVIGATORS WOULD GREATLY ASSIST THESE INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES BY REDUCING FRUSTRATION AND CONFUSION, AND WOULD RESULT IN THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE HEALTH AND WELLNESS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT MANAGED CARE HEALTH PLANS PARTICIPATING IN THE COORDINATED CARE INITIATIVE BE REQUIRED TO EMPLOY TRAINED PATIENT NAVIGATORS TO PROVIDE DUALLY ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WITH PERSONALIZED GUIDANCE, CONTINUITY OF CARE, AND IMPROVED ACCESS TO SERVICES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521844
AP 17

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER GOULD

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR SENATOR SHONTZ)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 17:  LABELING OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.

EXISTING LAW, THE PHARMACY LAW, REQUIRES EVERY PRESCRIPTION TO INCLUDE A LEGIBLE, CLEAR NOTICE OF THE CONDITION OR PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE DRUG IS PRESCRIBED, IF REQUESTED BY THE PATIENT. EXISTING LAW PROHIBITS A PHARMACIST FROM DISPENSING ANY PRESCRIPTION UNLESS IT IS IN A SPECIFIED CONTAINER THAT IS CORRECTLY LABELED TO INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER INFORMATION, THE CONDITION OR PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE DRUG WAS PRESCRIBED, IF THE CONDITION OR PURPOSE IS INDICATED ON THE PRESCRIPTION.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE DOCTORS TO INCLUDE THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE MEDICATION IS PRESCRIBED ON ALL PRESCRIPTIONS SO THAT THE INFORMATION WOULD BE INCLUDED ON THE PRESCRIPTION LABEL, UNLESS THE PATIENT OR THE PRESCRIBING DOCTOR REQUESTS THAT THIS INFORMATION BE OMITTED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 17:  RELATING TO LABELING OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

WHEREAS, OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATION LABELS ARE REQUIRED TO LIST THE PURPOSE OF THE MEDICATION, AND LABELS FOR PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS SHOULD ADHERE TO THIS SAME SAFETY PRECAUTION; AND 

WHEREAS, THE NATIONAL COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR MEDICATION ERROR REPORTING AND PREVENTION DEFINES “MEDICATION ERROR” AS “ANY PREVENTABLE EVENT THAT MAY CAUSE OR LEAD TO INAPPROPRIATE MEDICATION USE OR PATIENT HARM WHILE THE MEDICATION IS IN THE CONTROL OF THE HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL, PATIENT, OR CONSUMER”; AND

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY REGULATIONS STATE THAT ALL PRESCRIPTION LABELS SHALL BE “PATIENT-CENTERED”; AND 

WHEREAS, IN 2001 THE CALIFORNIA HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION FOUND THAT MEDICATION ERRORS REPRESENT THE LARGEST SINGLE CATEGORY OF ERRORS IN THE HOSPITAL SETTING, ACCOUNTING FOR MORE THAN 7,000 DEATHS ANNUALLY, WHICH IS MORE THAN THE NUMBER OF DEATHS RESULTING FROM WORKPLACE INJURIES; AND 

WHEREAS, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE TREATED IN HOSPITALS IN THE UNITED STATES FOR PROBLEMS RELATED TO MEDICATION ERRORS HAS SURGED MORE THAN 50 PERCENT IN RECENT YEARS; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL OF THE ADVERSE DRUG EFFECTS FROM HOSPITALS, LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES, AND OUTPATIENT MEDICARE PATIENTS, THERE ARE AT LEAST 1.5 MILLION PREVENTABLE ADVERSE DRUG EFFECTS THAT OCCUR EACH YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES, AND THIS NUMBER DOES NOT INCLUDE EFFECTS FROM ERRORS OF HOME CAREGIVERS OR OF PATIENTS THEMSELVES. REQUIRING DOCTORS TO SPECIFY THE PURPOSE OF THE MEDICATION ON THE PRESCRIPTION MAY PREVENT SOME OF THESE ADVERSE DRUG EFFECTS; AND 

WHEREAS, THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE ALSO FOUND THAT MEDICATION MISTAKES ARE THE MOST COMMON MEDICAL ERRORS, RESULTING IN AN ESTIMATED $3.5 BILLION IN ADDED COSTS DUE TO LOST WAGES, REDUCED PRODUCTIVITY, AND ADDITIONAL HEALTH CARE EXPENSES, THAT PEOPLE OLDER THAN 65 YEARS OF AGE ARE MOST LIKELY TO BE HOSPITALIZED FOR SIDE EFFECTS OR MEDICATION-RELATED INJURIES; AND 

WHEREAS, THE FREQUENCY OF INJURIES CAUSED BY MEDICATION ERRORS MAY DECREASE IF DOCTORS ARE REQUIRED TO SPECIFY THE PURPOSE OF MEDICATIONS ON THE PRESCRIPTIONS; AND

WHEREAS, THESE STATISTICS ILLUSTRATE THAT THE COST SAVINGS FOR MEDI-CAL COULD BE DRAMATIC WHEN A NO-COST CHANGE, SUCH AS REQUIRING THAT THE MEDICATION’S PURPOSE BE INCLUDED ON EACH PRESCRIPTION, IS IMPLEMENTED; AND

WHEREAS, IT IS REQUIRED PROCEDURE FOR DOCTORS OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO INCLUDE THE PURPOSE OF MEDICATIONS ON ALL PRESCRIPTIONS, AND KAISER-PERMANENTE REQUIRES ITS DOCTORS TO INCLUDE THE PURPOSE OF THE MEDICATION ON CERTAIN PRESCRIPTIONS SO THAT THE LABEL INCLUDES THE PURPOSE; AND 

WHEREAS, MANY PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY SENIORS, HAVE UNEXPIRED MEDICATIONS IN THEIR MEDICINE CABINETS BUT DO NOT REMEMBER THE INTENDED USE BECAUSE THE PURPOSE IS NOT INCLUDED ON THE LABEL, AND PATIENTS SOMETIMES CALL THEIR DOCTORS AND PHARMACISTS TO BE REMINDED OF THE INTENDED USE, THUS COSTING THESE PRACTITIONERS TIME; AND

WHEREAS, INCLUDING THE PURPOSE OF THE MEDICATION ON THE PRESCRIPTION PROVIDES A CHECK AND BALANCE BETWEEN THE DOCTOR WRITING THE PRESCRIPTION AND THE PHARMACIST FILLING IT, WHICH IS IMPORTANT DUE TO SIMILAR SPELLINGS IN MANY DRUG NAMES; AND

WHEREAS, EXISTING LAW REQUIRES A PHARMACIST TO INCLUDE ALL INSTRUCTIONS WRITTEN ON A DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION, AND THUS, IF THE PURPOSE IS INCLUDED IN THE PRESCRIPTION, THE PHARMACIST WOULD BE REQUIRED TO ALSO INCLUDE THE PURPOSE ON THE LABEL; AND

WHEREAS, BECAUSE MEDICAL INFORMATION IS CONFIDENTIAL AND PRIVATE BETWEEN DOCTOR, PATIENT, AND PHARMACIST, IT CANNOT BE SOLD TO ANY PERSON OR BUSINESS FOR ANY REASON, AND THEREFORE, THERE IS NO PRIVACY ISSUE RAISED BY THE INCLUSION OF THIS INFORMATION ON PRESCRIPTION LABELS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT ALL DOCTORS BE REQUIRED TO INCLUDE THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THE MEDICATION IS PRESCRIBED ON ALL PRESCRIPTIONS, SO THAT THE INFORMATION WOULD BE INCLUDED ON THE PRESCRIPTION LABEL, UNLESS THE PATIENT OR THE PRESCRIBING DOCTOR REQUESTS THIS INFORMATION BE OMITTED; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521808
AP 21

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER CAVE

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 21:  MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS: HEALTH CARE: DEMENTIA TRAINING.

EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE LOCAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY TO ISSUE A CERTIFICATE TO AN INDIVIDUAL AS AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN I (EMT-I) OR AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN II (EMT-II), UPON PROOF THAT THE INDIVIDUAL HAS MET SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS AND REQUIRES THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR TO RECERTIFY AN EMT-I OR EMT-II UPON, AMONG OTHER THINGS, COMPLETION OF ANY CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. 

EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY TO DEVELOP AND ADOPT MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE TRAINING AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR AN EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN-PARAMEDIC (EMT-P). EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THESE LICENSES TO BE RENEWED EVERY 2 YEARS UPON SUBMISSION TO THE AUTHORITY OF PROOF OF HAVING MET CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, AS PROVIDED. 

UNDER EXISTING LAW, MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS, SUCH AS REGISTERED NURSES AND PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A SPECIFIED NUMBER OF HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION TO MAINTAIN THEIR LICENSE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE PARAMEDICS, EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, AND HOSPITAL STAFF TO RECEIVE, AS PART OF THEIR CONTINUING EDUCATION, DEMENTIA TRAINING FROM SPECIFIED ENTITIES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 21:  RELATING TO MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS

WHEREAS, CURRENTLY, BABY BOOMERS, IN RECORD NUMBERS, ARE REACHING THE STAGE IN LIFE WHERE MANY OF THEM ARE DEVELOPING DEMENTIA; AND

WHEREAS, HOSPITAL STAFFS, INCLUDING PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, ARE NOT GETTING ADEQUATE DEMENTIA TRAINING SO THAT THEY CAN BETTER SERVE THEIR PATIENTS; AND

WHEREAS, WHEN A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY OR A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY SENDS A PATIENT TO A HOSPITAL, THE HOSPITAL’S ADMISSION STAFF OFTEN DISCONTINUES THE PATIENT’S MEDICATION TO CONTROL THE PATIENT’S AGITATION BECAUSE THE STAFF DOES NOT HAVE THE PROPER PAPERWORK AND DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO HANDLE A PATIENT WITH DEMENTIA, CAUSING THE HOSPITAL TO CONTACT THE SENDING FACILITY OR THE PATIENT’S RELATIVE, INFORMING THEM OF THE PATIENT’S AGITATION INSTEAD OF TREATING IT APPROPRIATELY; AND

WHEREAS, WHEN STAFF FROM THE SENDING FACILITIES GO TO THE HOSPITAL TO CHECK ON PATIENTS DUE TO MEDICAL EMERGENCIES, THEY OFTEN FIND FOOD TRAYS SITTING IN FRONT OF THE PATIENTS UNTOUCHED BECAUSE THE PATIENTS CAN NO LONGER FEED THEMSELVES WITHOUT ENCOURAGEMENT OR SUPPORT; AND

WHEREAS, THE STAFF OF THE SENDING FACILITIES ALSO OFTEN FIND THAT PATIENTS HAVE BEEN PHYSICALLY RESTRAINED BECAUSE THEIR AGITATION HAS LED THEM TO BECOME COMBATIVE. FOR A PERSON WITH DEMENTIA, TRAUMA CAUSED BY PHYSICAL RESTRAINTS CAN ACCELERATE DEMENTIA, AND THESE SITUATIONS ARE TERRIFYING FOR A DEMENTIA PATIENT; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT PARAMEDICS, EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS, AND HOSPITAL STAFF, SUCH AS REGISTERED NURSES AND PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, BE REQUIRED, AS PART OF THEIR CONTINUING EDUCATION, TO RECEIVE DEMENTIA TRAINING FROM THE ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION, THE LONG-TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM, OR OTHER ENTITIES TRAINED IN IN-HOME CARE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521832
AP 22

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER CAVE

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR SENATOR HOWK)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 22:  HEALTH CARE: EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION PACKETS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE OPERATION OF A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY IS REGULATED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY TO MAINTAIN A PACKET WITH SPECIFIED EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION FOR EACH RESIDENT OR PATIENT. THIS MEASURE WOULD FURTHER MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE PACKET TO BE GIVEN TO RESPONSIBLE MEDICAL PERSONNEL TRANSPORTING THE RESIDENT OR PATIENT TO A HOSPITAL AND THEN GIVEN TO THE HOSPITAL’S ADMITTING PHYSICIAN.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 22:  RELATING TO HEALTH CARE

WHEREAS, BABY BOOMERS IN RECORD NUMBERS ARE REACHING THE AGE WHEN DEVELOPING DEMENTIA BECOMES MORE LIKELY; AND

WHEREAS, MANY DEMENTIA PATIENTS ARE PRESCRIBED MEDICATION TO ALLEVIATE COMBATIVENESS, AGITATION, PARANOIA, AND OTHER SYMPTOMS; AND

WHEREAS, WHEN A RESIDENT OF A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY OR A PATIENT FROM A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY IS TRANSPORTED FROM THE FACILITY TO A HOSPITAL, THE FACILITY OFTEN DOES NOT PROVIDE THE HOSPITAL WITH EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION; AND

WHEREAS, EVEN IF THE FACILITY SENDS THE MEDICAL INFORMATION TO THE HOSPITAL, THE INFORMATION OFTEN DOES NOT REACH THE ADMITTING PHYSICIAN; AND

WHEREAS, IF AN ADMITTING PHYSICIAN DOES NOT RECEIVE A PATIENT’S MEDICAL INFORMATION, A NURSE OR PHYSICIAN MAY NOT KNOW HOW TO CARE FOR OR TREAT THE PATIENT AND MAY DISCONTINUE THE PATIENT’S MEDICATION; AND

WHEREAS, PROVIDING ADEQUATE CARE FOR A DEMENTIA PATIENT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT IF THE PATIENT’S MEDICATION HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED BECAUSE THE PATIENT MAY BECOME AGITATED, DISORIENTED, AND UNCOOPERATIVE; AND

WHEREAS, IF A DEMENTIA PATIENT IS ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL WITHOUT THE PROPER MEDICATION, IT CAN BE VERY DETRIMENTAL BY THE VERY NEXT DAY BECAUSE THIS RESULTS IN NURSES NOT KNOWING HOW TO CARE FOR THEIR AGITATED PATIENT OR HOW TO CALM THEM; AND

WHEREAS, SOOTHING OR COMFORTING A DEMENTIA PATIENT TAKES VERY LITTLE TIME AND CAN MAKE A GREAT DEAL OF DIFFERENCE IN THE ABILITY TO CARE FOR THE PATIENT AND GET THE PATIENT’S COOPERATION, UNLESS THE PATIENT’S MEDICATION IS DISCONTINUED, WHICH MAKES SOOTHING OR COMFORTING A DEMENTIA PATIENT MORE DIFFICULT; AND

WHEREAS, WITHOUT ADEQUATE CARE, A PATIENT WITH DEMENTIA CAN FORGET HOW TO EAT WITHOUT SUPPORT AND CAN BECOME SO AGITATED THAT THE PATIENT WILL TRY TO GET OUT OF BED AND WILL NEED TO BE RESTRAINED, WHICH IS A TRAUMA THAT CAN EXACERBATE THE DEMENTIA; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY SHALL BE REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN A PACKET WITH THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION OF EACH RESIDENT OR PATIENT; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT EACH PACKET CONTAIN A COPY OF THE RESIDENT’S OR PATIENT’S CURRENT MEDICATIONS, IF ANY, DO NOT RESUSCITATE ORDER, IF ANY, RESPONSIBLE PARTY OR EMERGENCY CONTACT, INCLUDING THE RELEVANT CONTACT INFORMATION, PHYSICIAN REPORTS, INCLUDING THE CURRENT CARE PLAN FOR THE RESIDENT OR PATIENT, AND APPLICABLE AUTHORIZATION FORMS, AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT WHEN A RESIDENT OR PATIENT IS TRANSPORTED TO A HOSPITAL, THE PACKET SHALL BE GIVEN TO THE RESPONSIBLE MEDICAL PERSONNEL TRANSPORTING THE RESIDENT OR PATIENT TO THE HOSPITAL AND THEN GIVEN TO THE HOSPITAL’S ADMITTING PHYSICIAN; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
ASSEMBLY

HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION
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RN1521845

AP 9

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PURCELL

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 9:  MEDI-CAL: RESOURCE LIMITS: MOTOR VEHICLES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL MEDICAID PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED BY EACH STATE TO PROVIDE QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME PERSONS WITH HEALTH CARE SERVICES. IN CALIFORNIA, THE FEDERAL MEDICAID PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES THROUGH THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM. WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN POPULATIONS, EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM THAT INCLUDE BOTH INCOME AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS. WITH RESPECT TO THOSE POPULATIONS, EXISTING REGULATIONS PROVIDE THAT WHEN COUNTING AN INDIVIDUAL’S RESOURCES, AN INDIVIDUAL IS ENTITLED TO HAVE ONE QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE CONSIDERED EXEMPT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ENSURE THAT, WITH RESPECT TO THE POPULATIONS SUBJECT TO THE MEDI-CAL INCOME AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS, HOUSEHOLDS WITH 2 MOTOR VEHICLES MAY HAVE BOTH OF THOSE VEHICLES EXEMPT FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING THEIR ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES UNDER THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 9:  RELATING TO MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY

WHEREAS, FEDERAL HEALTH CARE REFORM UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REQUIRES THAT INCOME ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICAID FOR MOST POPULATIONS BE BASED ON A TAX-BASED SYSTEM FOR COUNTING INDIVIDUAL AND HOUSEHOLD INCOME CALLED MODIFIED ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME (MAGI); AND

WHEREAS, UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, STATES ARE NOT PERMITTED TO USE ASSETS TESTS TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR MOST MEDICAID POPULATIONS; AND

WHEREAS, HOWEVER, CERTAIN POPULATIONS WILL REMAIN SUBJECT TO THE INCOME AND ASSETS TEST USED PRIOR TO THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, MEDICALLY NEEDY INDIVIDUALS, AND PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY; AND

WHEREAS, IN CALIFORNIA, THE INCOME LIMITATION ON ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDI-CAL FOR THE POPULATIONS EXEMPT FROM THE NEW MAGI RULES HAS NOT CHANGED IN A NUMBER OF YEARS, BUT THE COST OF LIVING HAS CONTINUED TO INCREASE; AND

WHEREAS, INDIVIDUALS OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE INCREASINGLY HAVE TO CONTINUE TO WORK IN ORDER TO MAKE ENDS MEET; AND

WHEREAS, HOUSEHOLDS ARE IN NEED OF TWO CARS SO THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL CAN GO TO WORK; AND

WHEREAS, INDIVIDUALS IN THOSE POPULATIONS WHO HAVE AN INCOME OVER A SET AMOUNT AND HAVE SUPPORTED OTHER PERSONS IN NEED OF HEALTH CARE ARE NOW UNABLE TO AFFORD THEIR OWN HEALTH CARE; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS A LARGE PORTION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK PART TIME BECAUSE THEIR HOURS HAVE BEEN REDUCED AND WHO MAY LOSE THEIR HOMES BECAUSE OF LARGE CREDIT CARD DEBT DUE TO HEALTH CARE PAYMENTS; AND

WHEREAS, BETWEEN 57,000,000 AND 63,000,000 INDIVIDUALS USE EMERGENCY SERVICES IN HOSPITALS AND, IN MANY CASES, THOSE INDIVIDUALS OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE ARE DYING BECAUSE OF LACK OF HEALTH CARE; AND

WHEREAS, UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS WITH SERIOUS MEDICAL CONDITIONS ARE ADMITTED TO THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS OF HOSPITALS REGARDLESS OF THEIR INSURANCE STATUS, AND THIS IS CAUSING MORE SERIOUS ILLNESS AND COSTING MUCH MORE MONEY THAN PREVENTION; AND

WHEREAS, PREVENTATIVE CARE SAVES TAX DOLLARS IN THE LONG-TERM AND SAVES LIVES; AND

WHEREAS, IT WAS REPORTED IN THE NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE THAT UNPLANNED ADMITTANCES OR HOSPITALIZATIONS OF UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS COSTS AN ESTIMATED $17,450,000,000 EACH YEAR, AND THAT IS A GREAT WASTE OF TAXPAYER MONEY; AND

WHEREAS, MANY INDIVIDUALS ARE INELIGIBLE FOR MEDI-CAL BECAUSE THEY HAVE TWO CARS, EVEN IF ONE OF THOSE CARS IS THE HOUSEHOLD MOTOR VEHICLE AND THE OTHER IS NEEDED TO ENSURE THAT A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER CAN GO TO WORK OR TO TRANSPORT GRANDCHILDREN TO SCHOOL; AND

WHEREAS, ANY ADDITIONAL COST TO THE STATE BY ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS ENROLLED IN MEDI-CAL TO HAVE MORE THAN ONE MOTOR VEHICLE WOULD BE OFFSET BY OTHER SAVINGS, AND IT HELPS THOSE INDIVIDUALS TO FIND JOBS OR TAKE CHILDREN TO DAY CARE OR SCHOOL OR TO SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THIS EXEMPTION OF TWO MOTOR VEHICLES WOULD SAVE THE STATE BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN HOSPITAL CARE AND TREATMENT AND WOULD SAVE $1,000,000 JUST FOR ONE INDIVIDUAL’S HOSPITALIZATION AND TREATMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THE LONGER THE DELAY IN MEDICAL TREATMENT, THE GREATER THE COST, IN ADDITION TO THE LOSS THE OTHER PERSON WOULD BE SUFFERING; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT, WITH RESPECT TO POPULATIONS THAT ARE NOT SUBJECT TO NEW INCOME RULES UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, HOUSEHOLDS WITH TWO MOTOR VEHICLES MAY HAVE BOTH OF THOSE VEHICLES EXEMPT FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING THEIR ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES UNDER THE MEDI-CAL PROGRAM IF ONE MOTOR VEHICLE IS USED FOR WORK AND THE OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE IS THE FAMILY CAR; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521848
AP 18
INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER DAVIS

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 18:  PUBLIC TRANSIT.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES ARE FUNDED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, INCLUDING THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT IN THE STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND. UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HAS CERTAIN PUBLIC TRANSIT RESPONSIBILITIES.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO IMPLEMENT A SENIOR PUBLIC TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ENABLE SENIORS TO USE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE WHEN TRAVELING TO LOCATIONS REQUIRING THE USE OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR, AND THAT WOULD ALSO REQUIRE TRANSIT OPERATORS TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 18:  RELATING TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

WHEREAS, MANY SENIORS REQUIRE ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES INVOLVING MULTIPLE TRANSIT OPERATORS WHEN TRAVELING INTERREGIONALLY, AND GENERALLY ARE REQUIRED TO PAY MULTIPLE FARES, SUCH AS WHEN TRAVELING FROM OCEANSIDE TO LONG BEACH FOR APPOINTMENTS AND CARE AT A VETERANS’ FACILITY; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS ON FIXED INCOMES FIND IT DIFFICULT TO AFFORD INTERREGIONAL CARRIERS, SUCH AS AMTRAK OR GREYHOUND, AND THUS ARE RELIANT ON PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATORS TYPICALLY SERVING ONLY A SPECIFIC AREA BUT CONNECTING TO AN ADJOINING PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATOR; AND

WHEREAS, IT WOULD GREATLY BENEFIT TO SENIORS TO HAVE ACCESS TO A TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ALLOW TRAVEL FROM POINT TO POINT ACROSS A REGION USING MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR AT THE COST OF A SINGLE SENIOR DISCOUNT FARE; AND

WHEREAS, TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES FOR SENIORS LIVING ON FIXED INCOMES COULD BE GREATLY ENHANCED BY REQUIRING TRANSIT OPERATORS TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY, WHEN GENERAL RIDERSHIP IS LOWER THAN ON OTHER TRAVEL DAYS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IMPLEMENT A SENIOR PUBLIC TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ENABLE SENIORS TO USE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE WHEN TRAVELING TO LOCATIONS REQUIRING THE USE OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR, AND THAT TRANSIT OPERATORS ALSO BE REQUIRED TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO ALL SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521821
AP 20

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER BLOCH

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 20:  TENANCY: EXTENDED NOTICE PERIOD.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, A LANDLORD MAY TERMINATE WITHOUT REASON A LEASE THAT DOES NOT HAVE A SPECIFIED TERM BY PROVIDING EITHER 30 OR 60 DAYS’ NOTICE, DEPENDING ON THE LENGTH OF THE TENANCY AND CERTAIN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES. IF THE TENANT DOES NOT VACATE THE PREMISES BY THE END OF THE NOTICE PERIOD, THE LANDLORD MAY FILE AN UNLAWFUL DETAINER ACTION TO EVICT THE TENANT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ALLOW SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES THE OPTION TO EXTEND THE NOTICE PERIOD UP TO 6 MONTHS IN ORDER TO RELOCATE, PROVIDED THAT THESE PERSONS CONTINUE TO PAY RENT UNTIL THEY VACATE THE PROPERTY AND FOREGO CHALLENGING THE TERMINATION NOTICE IN COURT. THE EXTENDED 6-MONTH NOTICE PERIOD WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN PUBLIC HOUSING.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 20:  TENANCY: EXTENDED NOTICE PERIOD 

WHEREAS, STATE LAW PERMITS A LANDLORD TO TERMINATE WITHOUT REASON A LEASE THAT DOES NOT HAVE A SPECIFIED TERM BY PROVIDING EITHER 30 DAYS’ OR 60 DAYS’ WRITTEN NOTICE AND TO FILE AN UNLAWFUL DETAINER ACTION TO EVICT THE TENANT AFTER THE NOTICE PERIOD HAS LAPSED; AND

WHEREAS, RENTS IN URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS ARE INCREASING, FORCING SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES TO RELOCATE OR FACE EVICTION; AND 

WHEREAS, AN EVICTION PROCEEDING CAN MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES TO FIND REPLACEMENT HOUSING; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES NEED ADDITIONAL TIME TO FIND AFFORDABLE HOUSING WHEN MARKETS ARE TIGHT; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES SHOULD HAVE THE OPTION TO EXTEND THE NOTICE PERIOD TO UP TO SIX MONTHS IN ORDER TO RELOCATE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO CHOOSE TO UTILIZE THE EXTENDED SIX-MONTH NOTICE PERIOD WOULD BE OBLIGATED TO CONTINUE PAYING RENT FOR THE DURATION OF THEIR TENANCY AND FOREGO CHALLENGING THE TERMINATION NOTICE IN COURT; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE OPTION FOR AN EXTENDED SIX-MONTH NOTICE PERIOD WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN PUBLIC HOUSING; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1522590
     AP 24

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER WITT

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 24:   NURSING HOMES.

 EXISTING LAW PROVIDES FOR THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF LONG-TERM HEALTH FACILITIES, AS DEFINED, INCLUDING NURSING HOMES. A VIOLATION OF THOSE PROVISIONS IS A CRIME. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES AN APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY OR INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITY TO MEET SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS AND TO MAKE CERTAIN DISCLOSURES REGARDING CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND OWNERSHIP OF THE FACILITY TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE DEPARTMENT TO MAINTAIN SPECIFIED TYPES OF INFORMATION ON NURSING HOMES AND TO IMPLEMENT A CONSUMER INFORMATION SERVICE REGARDING CERTAIN LONG-TERM CARE HEALTH FACILITIES.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD: (1) REQUIRE AN ENTITY THAT HAS A 50 PERCENT OR GREATER OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN ONE OR MORE NURSING HOMES THAT IT ACQUIRES OR PURCHASES, OR THAT IT SEEKS TO OPERATE IN THE STATE, TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN A MINIMUM OF GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE AND PROFESSIONAL/MALPRACTICE LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE; AND (2) IMPOSE VARIOUS REQUIREMENTS ON AN ENTITY THAT APPLIES FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE A NURSING HOME IN THE STATE WITH REGARD TO PROVIDING THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH WITH SPECIFIED INFORMATION RELATING TO THE OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE OF THE ENTITY, AS PROVIDED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 24:  RELATING TO NURSING HOMES

WHEREAS, MANY NURSING HOMES IN THE STATE THAT ARE CORPORATE OR CHAIN OWNED HAVE A COMPLEX MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE; AND

WHEREAS, THE EFFECT OF MULTIPLE TIERS OF NURSING HOME OWNERSHIP IS TO LIMIT A CONSUMER PLAINTIFF’S ACCESS TO A DEFENDANT NURSING HOME’S ASSETS IN THE EVENT OF AN ADVERSE CIVIL JUDGMENT AGAINST THE NURSING HOME; AND

WHEREAS, AN ENTITY THAT HAS AT LEAST A 50 PERCENT OR GREATER OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN AN ACQUIRED OR PURCHASED NURSING HOME, OR THAT COMMENCES OPERATION OF A NURSING HOME, SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN A MINIMUM OF $5,000,000 OF GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE AND $5,000,000 OF PROFESSIONAL/MALPRACTICE LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE PRIOR TO COMMENCING OPERATION OF THE NURSING HOME; AND

WHEREAS, AN ENTITY THAT HAS A 50 PERCENT OR GREATER OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN THREE OR MORE ACQUIRED OR PURCHASED NURSING HOMES, OR THAT COMMENCES OPERATION OF THREE OR MORE NURSING HOMES, SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN A MINIMUM OF $10,000,000 OF GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE AND $10,000,000 OF PROFESSIONAL/MALPRACTICE INSURANCE COVERAGE PRIOR TO COMMENCING OPERATION OF THE HOMES; AND

WHEREAS, AN ENTITY THAT APPLIES FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE A NURSING HOME SHOULD BE PROHIBITED FROM OBTAINING A LICENSE TO OPERATE A NURSING HOME, UNLESS THE APPLICANT PROVIDES THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH WITH ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) CLEAR AND ACCURATE INFORMATION REGARDING ITS MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE, STOCK OWNERSHIP, AND PRINCIPALS ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ENTITY.

(2) IF THE ENTITY CONSISTS OF A LIMITED LIABILITY CORPORATION, INFORMATION AND A DESCRIPTION OF ALL OF THE PRINCIPALS OF THE CORPORATION WHO ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CORPORATION.

(3) EVIDENCE INDICATING THAT ANY HOLDING COMPANY THAT HOLDS AT LEAST 20 PERCENT OR MORE OF THE STOCK OF A CORPORATION THAT OWNS ONE OR MORE NURSING HOMES HAS A LICENSED PHYSICIAN WITH CREDENTIALS IN GERIATRIC MEDICINE AMONG ITS ACTIVE PRINCIPALS.

(4) ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE OWNERSHIP OR OPERATION OF AN APPLICANT ENTITY THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH DEEMS APPROPRIATE TO DETERMINE THE ENTITY’S CORPORATE STRUCTURE AND ASSETS FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING RESPONSIBILITY IN THE EVENT OF LIABILITY FOR ADVERSE EVENTS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT AN ENTITY THAT HAS AT LEAST A 50 PERCENT OR GREATER OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN ONE OR MORE ACQUIRED OR PURCHASED NURSING HOMES, OR THAT COMMENCES OPERATION OF ONE OR MORE NURSING HOMES, SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN MINIMUM SPECIFIED AMOUNTS OF GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE AND PROFESSIONAL/MALPRACTICE INSURANCE COVERAGE PRIOR TO COMMENCING OPERATION OF A NURSING HOME, AND THAT AN ENTITY THAT APPLIES FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE A NURSING HOME SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH WITH INFORMATION REGARDING THE OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE OF THE ENTITY, AS SPECIFIED IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521842








     AFP 2

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER COWLISHAW

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AFP 2:   BUILDING STANDARDS: ELEVATORS: SUPPORT RAILS.

EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR MAKING PUBLIC BUILDINGS ACCESSIBLE AND SAFE FOR PEOPLE OF EVERY ABILITY LEVEL. 

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT SUPPORT RAILS BE INSTALLED IN ALL NEW AND EXISTING BUILDING ELEVATORS AS A SAFETY MEASURE TO PROTECT OLDER ADULTS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 2:   RELATING TO BUILDING STANDARDS

WHEREAS, THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT, ENACTED BY CONGRESS IN 1965, ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS THAT ASSIST OLDER ADULTS AND THE DISABLED IN OBTAINING COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES; AND

WHEREAS, THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, ENACTED BY CONGRESS IN 1990, REQUIRES THAT PUBLIC BUILDINGS BE ACCESSIBLE TO PEOPLE OF EVERY ABILITY LEVEL, AS SPECIFIED, AND INCLUDES GUIDELINES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF HANDRAILS IN ELEVATORS, REQUIRING ALL NEWLY CONSTRUCTED ELEVATORS TO BE OUTFITTED WITH HANDRAILS UNLESS THE STRUCTURE OF THE BUILDING PROHIBITS THEIR INSTALLATION, AS DETERMINED BY AN ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER; AND 

WHEREAS, WHILE CONTROL SYSTEMS HAVE CHANGED SUBSTANTIALLY TO IMPROVE THE SAFETY AND SPEED OF ELEVATORS, THE DESIGN OF ELEVATORS HAS CHANGED LITTLE IN THE PAST 50 YEARS; AND 

WHEREAS, OLDER BUILDINGS ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC OFTEN HAVE ELEVATORS WITHOUT HANDRAILS, AND SHOULD BE MODERNIZED; AND 

WHEREAS, SOME MEDICAL BUILDINGS WITH THREE STORIES OR LESS HAVE ELEVATORS WITHOUT HANDRAILS; AND

WHEREAS, PASSENGERS GRASP SUPPORT RAILS FOR STABILITY AND SAFETY IN ELEVATORS TO PREVENT FALLS; AND

WHEREAS, CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION DATA REFLECT THAT FALLS OCCURRING IN ELEVATORS CONTRIBUTED TO 27 DEATHS FROM 1997 TO 2003, INCLUSIVE; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS SOME CONFUSION ABOUT ELEVATOR COMPLIANCE AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE ABSENCE OF ADEQUATE ENFORCEMENT OF THE APPLICABLE LAWS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES; AND

WHEREAS, EACH ELEVATOR INSTALLATION IN THE UNITED STATES MUST MEET THE SAFETY STANDARDS OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE; AND

WHEREAS, AS THE OLDER POPULATION CONTINUES TO LIVE LONGER, FALLING IS BECOMING A SIGNIFICANT SOURCE OF INJURIES AND DEATHS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY MEMORIALIZES THAT CONGRESS ENACT LEGISLATION AMENDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT TO REQUIRE THAT SUPPORT RAILS BE INSTALLED IN ALL NEW AND EXISTING BUILDING ELEVATORS AS A SAFETY MEASURE TO PROTECT OLDER ADULTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
RN1521804
AFP 3

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER JOHNSON

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS BLOCH AND KROHN)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AFP 3:  SENIOR HOUSING: UNIVERSAL SAFETY DEVICES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) ADMINISTERS FEDERAL AID TO LOCAL PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCIES FOR LOW-INCOME RESIDENTS, INCLUDING THE ELDERLY, AND PROVIDES ASSISTANCE TO PRIVATE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AND CONSUMER COOPERATIVES TO EXPAND THE SUPPLY OF SUPPORTIVE HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY. EXISTING FEDERAL LAW DEFINES “SUPPORTIVE HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY” FOR THIS PURPOSE AS HOUSING THAT IS DESIGNED TO MEET THE SPECIAL PHYSICAL NEEDS OF ELDERLY PERSONS OR TO ACCOMMODATE THE PROVISION OF SUPPORTIVE SERVICES THAT ARE EXPECTED TO BE NEEDED.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE HUD TO DEVELOP A UNIFORM EVALUATION TO ASSESS HUD SENIOR HOUSING FOR HANDRAILS AND GRAB BARS FOR SHOWERS AND TOILETS, TUB BASIN HEIGHT, ADEQUATE LIGHTING AND NIGHTLIGHTS, NONSLIP MATS AND FLOOR COVERINGS, AND ASSISTIVE DEVICES IN COMMON AREAS, AND WOULD IDENTIFY A FUNDING SOURCE THAT WOULD ALLOW FOR ASSESSMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF GREATER FALL PREVENTION MEASURES IN HUD SENIOR HOUSING.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 3:  RELATING TO SENIOR HOUSING 

WHEREAS, FOR THE 2013 FISCAL YEAR, THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) OPERATED ON A BUDGET THAT DEDICATED $0.80 OF EVERY DOLLAR JUST TO CONTINUE ASSISTANCE FOR CURRENT RECIPIENTS. IT IS IMPERATIVE IN SUCH AN AUSTERE ECONOMIC CLIMATE TO IMPLEMENT PRACTICAL, LOW-COST MEASURES THAT WILL CONTINUE TO ALLOW SENIORS TO LIVE SAFELY AND INDEPENDENTLY WHILE KEEPING BUILDING INVENTORY CURRENT WITH RELIABLE SAFETY MEASURES; AND

WHEREAS, HUD SENIOR BUILDINGS, MANY OF WHICH ARE DECADES OLD, SHOULD BE ASSESSED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE DESIGN AND STRUCTURE OF THE UNITS AND COMMON AREAS REFLECT EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES THAT REDUCE FALL RISK AND THEREBY RESULT IN LOWER MEDICAL COSTS; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION REPORT THAT FALLS ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF FATAL INJURIES FOR AMERICANS WHO ARE 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, AND ONE OUT OF THREE SENIORS FALLS EVERY YEAR, WITH AS MANY AS 60 PERCENT OF FALLS HAPPENING IN THE HOME; AND

WHEREAS, THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS ESTIMATES THAT THE POPULATION OF THOSE OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE IS EXPECTED TO DOUBLE BY 2030; AND

WHEREAS, WHEN THOSE ADULTS 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER ARE HOSPITALIZED FOR A HIP FRACTURE, 40 PERCENT NEVER RETURN HOME OR LIVE INDEPENDENTLY AGAIN, AND 25 PERCENT DIE WITHIN A YEAR; AND

WHEREAS, THE INSTALLATION OF UNIVERSAL SAFETY DEVICES WOULD REDUCE RISK AND FATALITIES, ALLOWING SENIORS TO AGE IN PLACE AND CONTINUE TO LIVE INDEPENDENTLY; AND

WHEREAS, HOME SAFETY MODIFICATIONS ARE AN EFFECTIVE STRATEGY TO REDUCE FALLS, YET ARE UNDERUTILIZED OR NONEXISTENT IN HUD SENIOR HOUSING; AND

WHEREAS, A FOCUSED EFFORT TO EQUIP HUD SENIOR BUILDINGS WITH SAFETY MODIFICATIONS WILL PROVIDE A RETURN; AND

WHEREAS, A REDUCTION IN FALLS AND IN THE FEAR OF FALLS INCREASES QUALITY OF LIFE AND POSITIVELY AFFECTS OTHER INTANGIBLE ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO HEALTHY AGING IN PLACE FOR SENIORS; AND

WHEREAS, RETROFITTING HUD HOUSING WITH UNIVERSAL DESIGN AND SENIOR SAFETY FEATURES WOULD GREATLY REDUCE FALLS IN THE HOME; AND

WHEREAS, RETROFITTING HUD HOUSING WOULD DECREASE THE NEED FOR HOSPITALIZATION AND WOULD ALLOW SENIORS TO AGE IN PLACE IN A SAFER AND MORE FUNCTIONAL ENVIRONMENT; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT HUD BE REQUIRED TO DEVELOP A UNIFORM EVALUATION TO ASSESS HUD SENIOR HOUSING FOR HANDRAILS AND GRAB BARS FOR SHOWERS AND TOILETS, TUB BASIN HEIGHT, ADEQUATE LIGHTING AND NIGHTLIGHTS, NONSLIP MATS AND FLOOR COVERINGS, AND ASSISTIVE DEVICES IN COMMON AREAS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A FUNDING SOURCE BE IDENTIFIED THAT WOULD ALLOW FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF GREATER FALL PREVENTION MEASURES IN HUD SENIOR HOUSING; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
RN1521839


AFP 4

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PURCELL

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AFP 4:  MEDICAID:  RESOURCE LIMITS:  MOTOR VEHICLES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL MEDICAID PROGRAM IS ADMINISTERED BY EACH STATE TO PROVIDE QUALIFIED LOW-INCOME PERSONS WITH HEALTH CARE SERVICES. WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN POPULATIONS, EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR THE MEDICAID PROGRAM THAT INCLUDE BOTH INCOME AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS. EXISTING REGULATIONS EXEMPT FROM THE CALCULATION OF AN INDIVIDUAL’S RESOURCES ONE QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ENSURE THAT, WITH RESPECT TO THE POPULATIONS SUBJECT TO THE MEDICAID INCOME AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS, HOUSEHOLDS WITH TWO MOTOR VEHICLES MAY HAVE BOTH OF THOSE VEHICLES EXEMPT FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING THEIR ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES UNDER THE MEDICAID PROGRAM. 

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 4:  RELATING TO MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY

WHEREAS, FEDERAL HEALTH CARE REFORM UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REQUIRES THAT INCOME ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICAID FOR MOST POPULATIONS BE BASED ON A TAX-BASED SYSTEM FOR COUNTING INDIVIDUAL AND HOUSEHOLD INCOME CALLED MODIFIED ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME (MAGI); AND

WHEREAS, UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, STATES ARE NOT PERMITTED TO USE ASSET TESTS TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR MOST MEDICAID POPULATIONS; AND

WHEREAS, HOWEVER, CERTAIN POPULATIONS WILL REMAIN SUBJECT TO THE INCOME AND ASSETS TEST USED PRIOR TO THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, MEDICALLY NEEDY INDIVIDUALS, AND PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY; AND

WHEREAS, THE INCOME LIMITATION ON ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICAID FOR THE POPULATIONS EXEMPT FROM THE NEW MAGI RULES HAS NOT CHANGED IN A NUMBER OF YEARS, BUT THE COST OF LIVING HAS CONTINUED TO INCREASE; AND

WHEREAS, INDIVIDUALS IN THOSE POPULATIONS WHO HAVE AN INCOME OVER A SET AMOUNT AND HAVE SUPPORTED OTHER PERSONS IN NEED OF HEALTH CARE ARE NOW UNABLE TO AFFORD THEIR OWN HEALTH CARE; AND

WHEREAS, THERE ARE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK PART TIME BECAUSE THEIR HOURS HAVE BEEN REDUCED AND WHO MAY LOSE THEIR HOMES BECAUSE OF LARGE CREDIT CARD DEBT DUE TO HEALTH CARE PAYMENTS; AND

WHEREAS, BETWEEN 57,000,000 AND 63,000,000 INDIVIDUALS USE EMERGENCY SERVICES IN HOSPITALS AND IN MANY CASES THOSE INDIVIDUALS ARE DYING; AND 

WHEREAS, UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS WITH SERIOUS MEDICAL CONDITIONS ARE ADMITTED TO THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS OF HOSPITALS REGARDLESS OF THEIR INSURANCE STATUS; THIS IS CAUSING MORE SERIOUS ILLNESS AND IS COSTING MUCH MORE MONEY THAN PREVENTION; AND

WHEREAS, IT WAS REPORTED IN THE NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE THAT UNPLANNED ADMITTANCES OR HOSPITALIZATIONS OF UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS COSTS AN ESTIMATED $17,450,000,000 EACH YEAR, AND THIS IS A GREAT WASTE OF TAXPAYER MONEY; AND

WHEREAS, MANY INDIVIDUALS ARE INELIGIBLE FOR MEDICAID BECAUSE THEY HAVE TWO CARS, EVEN IF ONE OF THOSE CARS IS THE HOUSEHOLD MOTOR VEHICLE AND THE OTHER IS NEEDED FOR TWO JOBS OR TO TRANSPORT CHILDREN TO SCHOOL; AND

WHEREAS, ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS ENROLLED IN MEDICAID TO HAVE MORE THAN ONE MOTOR VEHICLE DOES NOT COST THE GOVERNMENT ANY ADDITIONAL MONEY, AND IT HELPS THOSE INDIVIDUALS TO FIND JOBS OR TAKE CHILDREN TO DAY CARE OR SCHOOL OR TO SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THIS EXEMPTION OF TWO MOTOR VEHICLES WOULD SAVE THE GOVERNMENT BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN HOSPITAL CARE AND TREATMENT AND WOULD SAVE $1,000,000 JUST FOR ONE INDIVIDUAL’S HOSPITALIZATION AND TREATMENT. THE LONGER THE DELAY IN MEDICAL TREATMENT, THE GREATER THE COST, IN ADDITION TO THE LOSS THE PERSON WOULD BE SUFFERING; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT, WITH RESPECT TO POPULATIONS THAT ARE NOT SUBJECT TO NEW INCOME RULES UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, HOUSEHOLDS WITH TWO MOTOR VEHICLES MAY HAVE BOTH OF THOSE VEHICLES EXEMPT FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING THEIR ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES UNDER THE MEDICAID PROGRAM IF ONE MOTOR VEHICLE IS USED FOR WORK AND THE OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE IS THE FAMILY CAR; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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AP 4

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER KROHN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 4:  ELDER FINANCIAL ABUSE: REPORTING: FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, SPECIFIED PEOPLE, KNOWN AS MANDATED REPORTERS, ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT CASES OF ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT ABUSE, AS DEFINED. EXISTING LAW PROVIDES THAT FAILURE TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE IS SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY NOT EXCEEDING $1,000, OR IF THE FAILURE TO REPORT IS WILLFUL, A CIVIL PENALTY NOT EXCEEDING $5,000, THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT EMPLOYS OF THE MANDATED REPORTER MUST PAY TO THE PARTY BRINGING THE ACTION.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD INCREASE THE CIVIL PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE TO A MINIMUM OF $25,000 PER EACH UNREPORTED TRANSACTION, REQUIRE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO IMPLEMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS TO INFORM EMPLOYEES OF THEIR REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AND AUTHORIZE A PERSON WHO HAS REPORTED KNOWN OR SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE TO A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT FAILS TO TAKE ACTION TO MAKE A REPORT TO ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES OR LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND BE AWARDED A SPECIFIED PERCENTAGE OF THE CIVIL PENALTY LEVIED AGAINST THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 4:  RELATING TO FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT 

WHEREAS, DESPITE EXISTING STATE REQUIREMENTS DESIGNED TO PROTECT ELDER ADULTS FROM FINANCIAL ABUSE, IT IS KNOWN AND REPORTED BY SEVERAL AGENCIES THAT MANY FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ARE NOT REPORTING SUSPICIOUS TRANSACTIONS; AND

WHEREAS, FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE ARGUED THAT THE FAILURE TO REPORT IS NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIALITY AND PRIVACY OF CLIENT ACCOUNTS; AND 

WHEREAS, SOME FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS APPEAR TO HAVE ASSUMED THAT FILING A SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORT SATISFIES THE REPORTING REQUIREMENT, BUT THE GUIDELINES FOR MANDATED FINANCIAL ABUSE REPORTING AND FEDERAL PRIVACY PROTECTIONS ARE CLEAR THAT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ARE REQUIRED TO COOPERATE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT BY PROVIDING INFORMATION REGARDING THE SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES AND ARE PERMITTED TO DISCLOSE PERSONAL BANKING INFORMATION; AND 

WHEREAS, THE FINES CURRENTLY LEVIED FOR FAILING TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE ARE NOT HIGH ENOUGH TO DISCOURAGE EVADING THE DUTY TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE; AND 

WHEREAS, THE LACK OF ONGOING TRAINING OF EMPLOYEES AND SUPERVISORS ON THEIR LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE, COUPLED WITH HIGH EMPLOYEE TURNOVER, EXACERBATES THE PROBLEM OF NONCOMPLIANCE WITH EXISTING FINANCIAL ABUSE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE CIVIL PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO REPORT KNOWN OR SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE BE INCREASED TO A MINIMUM OF $25,000 PER EACH UNREPORTED TRANSACTION; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS BE REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS TO INFORM EMPLOYEES OF THE REQUIREMENT TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A PERSON WHO HAS REPORTED KNOWN OR SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE TO A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT FAILS TO TAKE FURTHER ACTION BE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE A REPORT TO ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND BE AWARDED A SPECIFIED PERCENTAGE OF THE CIVIL PENALTY LEVIED AGAINST THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521797

AP 6

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER MOLNAR

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 6:  ASSISTED LIVING TECHNOLOGY.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON AGING IS TASKED WITH ADVOCATING ON BEHALF OF OLDER INDIVIDUALS, AND PREPARING, PUBLISHING, AND DISSEMINATING INFORMATION, FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE WELL-BEING OF OLDER INDIVIDUALS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON AGING TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY OF USING PARTNERSHIPS WITH PRIVATE BUSINESSES TO MAKE ASSISTED LIVING TECHNOLOGY MORE AVAILABLE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 6:  ASSISTED LIVING TECHNOLOGY

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA HAS A RAPIDLY GROWING ELDER POPULATION; AND

WHEREAS, MODERN TECHNOLOGY HAS MOVED FAR BEYOND THE “I’VE FALLEN AND I CAN’T GET UP” DEVICE, INCLUDING SENSORS THAT CAN NOTIFY FAMILY MEMBERS WHEN A MEDICINE CONTAINER OR REFRIGERATOR DOOR IS OPENED AND CELL PHONE APPLICATIONS THAT CAN PROVIDE MEANINGFUL AND USEFUL INFORMATION TO ISOLATED SENIORS; AND

WHEREAS, ELECTRONICS, SENSORS, COMPUTER APPLICATIONS, AND MORE CAN ENABLE CALIFORNIA’S ELDER POPULATION TO REMAIN HEALTHY AND SAFE, AND TO LIVE INDEPENDENTLY; AND

WHEREAS, SKILLED NURSING FACILITY CARE CURRENTLY COSTS AN AVERAGE OF $7,000 PER MONTH IN CALIFORNIA; AND

WHEREAS, MODERN TECHNOLOGY CAN KEEP SENIORS HEALTHY, SAFE, AND INDEPENDENT, INSTEAD OF BEING PLACED IN EXPENSIVE NURSING HOMES; AND

WHEREAS, SILICON VALLEY IS KNOWN FOR DEVELOPING AND DISTRIBUTING ELECTRONICS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON AGING STUDY THE POSSIBILITY OF USING PARTNERSHIPS WITH BUSINESSES FROM PLACES LIKE SILICON VALLEY TO MAKE ASSISTED LIVING TECHNOLOGY MORE AVAILABLE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521798

AP 8

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PURCELL

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 8:  SENIOR HUNGER.

EXISTING LAW, THE FEDERAL OLDER AMERICANS ACT NUTRITION PROGRAM, AUTHORIZED UNDER THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT, PROVIDES GRANTS TO STATE AGENCIES ON AGING TO SUPPORT THE DELIVERY OF NUTRITION SERVICES TO SENIOR CENTERS AND TO THE HOMES OF SENIORS WHO ARE AT LEAST 60 YEARS OF AGE. THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS OF DIETARY INADEQUACY AND SOCIAL ISOLATION AMONG OLDER PERSONS. EXISTING STATE LAW AUTHORIZES THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING TO MAKE AVAILABLE STATE FUNDS TO FUND SENIOR NUTRITION PROGRAMS THAT COMPLEMENT PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED PURSUANT TO THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES AND HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES. 

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 8:  RELATING TO SENIOR HUNGER 

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO “THE STATE OF SENIOR HUNGER IN AMERICA 2013: AN ANNUAL REPORT” PUBLISHED IN APRIL 2015 BY THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION TO END SENIOR HUNGER (NFESH), THE TOTAL POPULATION OF SENIORS IN THE UNITED STATES ROSE BY 107 PERCENT BETWEEN 2001 AND 2013; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE NFESH ANNUAL REPORT, THE FRACTION OF SENIORS EXPERIENCING THE THREAT OF HUNGER INCREASED BY 45 PERCENT DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIOD; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE NFESH ANNUAL REPORT, THOSE SENIORS WHO ARE RACIAL OR ETHNIC MINORITIES, THOSE WITH LOWER INCOMES, AND THOSE WHO ARE YOUNGER (AGES 60 TO 69, INCLUSIVE) ARE MOST LIKELY TO BE THREATENED BY HUNGER; AND

	2011 SENIOR FOOD INSECURITY BY AGE

	AGE
	RATE

	60–64
	18.62%

	65–69
	15.24%

	70–74
	14.97%

	75–79
	13.37%

	80–OLDER
	12.54%


	2013 SENIOR FOOD INSECURITY BY INCOME

	INCOME
	RATE

	BELOW FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL (FPL)
	49.56%

	BETWEEN 100–200% FPL
	29.52%

	ABOVE 200% FPL
	 7.25%

	INCOME NOT REPORTED
	10.42%


WHEREAS, AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE GROWING SENIOR POPULATION IN THE STATE, ACCORDING TO THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE ON AGING, THE TOTAL POPULATION OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE BY 68 PERCENT FROM 2010 TO 2060, AND THE NUMBER OF SENIORS 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER LIVING IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE BY AN AVERAGE OF 292 PERCENT DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIOD; AND

	AGE GROUP
	2010 POPULATION
	2060 POPULATION
	% OF INCREASE

	TOTAL POPULATION (ALL AGE GROUPS)
	2,194,933
	3,678,439
	68%

	WORKING AGE (25-64 YEARS)
	1,085,492
	1,750,307
	61%

	YOUNG RETIREES (65-74 YEARS)
	141,479
	388,792
	194%

	MATURE RETIREES (75-84 YEARS)
	86,228
	293,310
	240%

	SENIORS (85+ YEARS)
	32,776
	178,133
	443%


WHEREAS, FOOD PRICES HAVE INCREASED BY 60 PERCENT; ENERGY PRICES HAVE INCREASED BY 40 PERCENT; THE COST OF RENTING A HOME OR APARTMENT HAS RISEN DRAMATICALLY, AND SO HAS THE COST OF MEDICINE, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR SENIORS WHO SUPPORT THEMSELVES ON FIXED INCOMES TO AFFORD HOME-COOKED MEALS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY SENIORS, IN LIGHT OF THESE RISING PRICES AND THEIR OWN DIMINISHED MOBILITY, DEPEND ON PROGRAMS THAT FUND CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES OR HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES, WITHOUT WHICH THESE SENIORS WOULD BE MALNOURISHED. THE NUMBER OF MALNOURISHED SENIORS IS GROWING; AND

WHEREAS, FUNDING CUTS HAVE FORCED HOME-BOUND SENIORS AND THOSE AT SENIOR CENTERS TO BE PUT ON WAITING LISTS FOR THESE NUTRITION SERVICES. THE FUNDING CUTS ARE FORCING FRAIL AND ISOLATED SENIORS OUT OF THE PROGRAMS; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS WHO DO NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH TO BUY FOOD AND CARRY IT HOME, OR WHO DO NOT HAVE MONEY FOR TRANSPORTATION COSTS, OFTEN DEPEND UPON NEIGHBORS OR FAMILY MEMBERS TO GET THEIR FOOD. ALTHOUGH THEY TRY TO HELP, SOMETIMES FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS BUY FOOD THAT DOES NOT FIT THE SENIOR’S DIET; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO DR. OZ, SENIORS NEED A BALANCED DIET OF PROTEIN, FIBER, CARBOHYDRATES, AND FAT. SENIORS ACTUALLY NEED 15 TO 20 MORE GRAMS OF PROTEIN THAN THE AVERAGE PERSON. A SENIOR’S DIET SHOULD BE LOW IN SODIUM, CARBOHYDRATES, AND FAT; AND

WHEREAS, POOR NUTRITION CAN LEAD TO A RANGE OF PROBLEMS, INCLUDING DEPRESSION AND VARIOUS PHYSICAL AILMENTS, THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENCE OF WHICH CAN, IN TURN, CREATE AN INCREASED NEED FOR NURSING HOME AND HOSPITAL CARE; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS NEED TO CONTINUE TO BE THE BENEFICIARIES OF PROGRAMS THAT DELIVER CRITICAL NUTRITION SERVICES TO CONGREGATE MEAL LOCATIONS FOR SENIORS, INCLUDING SENIOR CENTERS, CHURCHES, OR SCHOOLS, OR DIRECTLY TO THE RESIDENCES OF THESE SENIORS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR CONGREGATE NUTRITION SERVICES AND HOME-DELIVERED NUTRITION SERVICES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521833
AP 19

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER BARKER

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 19:  SENIOR VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMS.

EXISTING LAW, THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT, REFLECTS THE POLICY MANDATES AND DIRECTIVES OF THE FEDERAL OLDER AMERICANS ACT OF 1965, AS AMENDED, AND SETS FORTH THIS STATE’S COMMITMENT TO ITS OLDER POPULATION AND OTHER POPULATIONS SERVED BY THE PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING TO PARTNER WITH COMMUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN A WIDESPREAD INFORMATION CAMPAIGN REGARDING THE OPPORTUNITIES AND HEALTH BENEFITS OF SENIOR VOLUNTEERING. THIS MEASURE WOULD ALSO MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD SOLICIT LOCAL HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FINANCIALLY AND BY HELPING TO SPREAD INFORMATION ABOUT SENIOR VOLUNTEERING. THIS MEASURE WOULD ALSO MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN AN INTERNET WEB SITE AND A BROCHURE THAT LIST SENIOR VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES BY CITY.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 19:  SENIOR VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, SECTION 9118 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE PROVIDES THAT CALIFORNIA’S SENIORS POSSESS AN ABUNDANCE OF EXPERIENCE, PERSPECTIVE, WISDOM, AND GOODWILL THAT CALIFORNIANS FAIL TO CHERISH; AND

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA’S SENIORS REPRESENT ENORMOUS CIVIC POTENTIAL AND ARE UNDERUTILIZED; AND 

WHEREAS, BY 2020, THE NUMBER OF SENIOR VOLUNTEERS IN THE UNITED STATES WILL SURGE TO 13 MILLION, IN PART BECAUSE BABY BOOMERS ARE REACHING RETIREMENT AGE IN LARGE NUMBERS; AND 

WHEREAS, THIS PROPOSAL WILL OFFER BABY BOOMERS AN ORGANIZED OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER AS THEY AGE; AND

WHEREAS, MANY CURRENT STUDIES SHOW THAT VOLUNTEERING CAN LEAD TO A LONGER LIFE WITH LESS DISABILITY AND DEPRESSION BECAUSE FEELING USEFUL IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR PEOPLE AS THEY AGE; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE, SENIORS WHO VOLUNTEER HAVE GREATER FUNCTIONAL ABILITY AND LOWER MORTALITY RATES THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT; AND

WHEREAS, INCREASING THE NUMBER OF SENIOR VOLUNTEERS CAN HAVE FINANCIAL BENEFITS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BECAUSE SENIOR VOLUNTEERS CAN PERFORM COMMUNITY SERVICES AND MEET OTHER NEEDS THAT STRAINED LOCAL BUDGETS CANNOT AFFORD; AND

WHEREAS, THIS PROPOSAL WILL LEAD TO AN OVERALL ENHANCEMENT OF SENIOR QUALITY OF LIFE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING PARTNER WITH COMMUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN A WIDESPREAD INFORMATION CAMPAIGN REGARDING THE OPPORTUNITIES AND HEALTH BENEFITS OF SENIOR VOLUNTEERING BY USING LOCAL TELEVISION STATIONS, NEWSPAPERS, COMMUNITY NEWS AND COMMENTARY INTERNET WEB SITES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, BEHIND THE BADGE OC, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS AT MEETINGS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT LOCAL HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING LOCAL HOSPITALS, BE SOLICITED TO SUPPORT THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FINANCIALLY AND BY HELPING TO SPREAD INFORMATION ABOUT SENIOR VOLUNTEERING; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING MAINTAIN AND UPDATE MONTHLY AN INTERNET WEB SITE WITH A CLEARINGHOUSE, AND PUBLISH MONTHLY A BROCHURE, THAT BOTH LIST SENIOR VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES BY CITY; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521835
AFP 1

              INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER KROHN

             Legislative Counsel’s Digest

                AFP 1:  ELDER ABUSE: NATIVE AMERICANS.

EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, THE INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDUCATION ASSISTANCE ACT, AUTHORIZES THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND INDIAN TRIBES TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS IN WHICH THE TRIBES PROMISE TO SUPPLY FEDERALLY FUNDED SERVICES THAT A FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY WOULD OTHERWISE PROVIDE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD, AMONG OTHER THINGS, IMPROVE TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS TO EXISTING AGENCIES PROVIDING SERVICES TO NATIVE AMERICAN ELDERS, AND ESTABLISH A TASK FORCE COMPRISED OF TRIBAL REPRESENTATIVES TO COLLABORATE ON ISSUES RELATED TO ELDER ABUSE AMONG NATIVE AMERICANS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AFP 1:  RELATING TO ELDER ABUSE

WHEREAS, THE INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDUCATION ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1975 WAS ENACTED TO GIVE NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND THE RIGHT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES, AND AUTHORIZED FEDERAL AGENCIES TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS WITH, AND MAKE GRANTS DIRECTLY TO, FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBES. THOSE TRIBES HAVE AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE HOW TO ADMINISTER THOSE FUNDS, WHICH GIVES THE TRIBES GREATER CONTROL OVER THEIR WELFARE; AND

WHEREAS, NATIVE AMERICAN ELDER ABUSE IS WOEFULLY UNDERREPORTED BY VICTIMS, A TREND THAT CROSSES ALL SECTORS OF THE POPULATION; AND

WHEREAS, NOT UNLIKE OTHER POPULATIONS, NATIVE AMERICANS TEND TO SHY AWAY FROM REPORTING ELDER ABUSE FOR MANY OF THE SAME REASONS OTHERS DO NOT REPORT, INCLUDING A DESIRE NOT TO PUNISH THE ABUSER OR FEAR OF RETALIATION IN THE FORM OF ISOLATION, ABANDONMENT, AND HEIGHTENED ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, ELDER ABUSE IS A PHENOMENON LADEN WITH SHAME, INDIGNITY, AND STIGMA IN THE MINDS OF MANY; AND

WHEREAS, UNDERREPORTING OF ELDER ABUSE LEADS TO A DECREASE IN SERVICES AND PROGRAM CUTS DUE TO BUDGET ISSUES; AND 

WHEREAS, THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE RESEARCH CONDUCTED ON THE NATIVE AMERICAN POPULATION RELATING TO ELDER ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING IS LIMITED AND EXISTING PROGRAMS ARE NOT DESIGNED TO DEAL WITH THE PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION OF, AND EDUCATION ABOUT, NATIVE AMERICAN ELDER ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, USING THE TERM “ELDER ABUSE” IMPLIES THE ROLES OF PERPETRATOR AND VICTIM, CRIMINALIZES THE ACT, AND REQUIRES PROSECUTION. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE TERM “DISRESPECT OF ELDERS” BE USED INSTEAD BECAUSE IT IS VIEWED AS A NONTHREATENING TERM THAT IMPLIES THAT THE CRIME SHOULD BE VIEWED AS “DISRESPECTFUL TREATMENT” AND NOT ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, A VARIETY OF FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE LACK OF DATA ABOUT HOW WIDESPREAD “DISRESPECT OF ELDERS” IS; AND

WHEREAS, A CONTINUING NEED EXISTS TO BRING AWARENESS TO “DISRESPECT OF ELDERS” ISSUES AMONG THE NATIVE AMERICAN POPULATION, COLLECT RELEVANT DATA, AND PROVIDE PREVENTION, EDUCATION, TREATMENT, AND FAMILY PRESERVATION PROGRAMS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS TO EXISTING AGENCIES PROVIDING SERVICES TO NATIVE AMERICAN ELDERS BE IMPROVED; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT CULTURAL COMPETENCY TRAINING ON INTERGENERATIONAL AND HISTORICAL TRAUMA AND “DISRESPECT OF ELDERS” SHOULD BE CONDUCTED WITH TRIBAL COUNCILS AND IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT EXISTING FUNDS SHOULD BE USED TO PROVIDE RESEARCH AND DATA COLLECTION, SO THAT TRIBES CAN CONDUCT THEIR OWN SURVEYS, INTERVIEWS, AND INFORMATION GATHERING FROM TRIBAL COUNCILS, TRIBAL PROGRAMS, AND TRIBAL COMMUNITY LEADERS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A TASK FORCE COMPRISED OF TRIBAL REPRESENTATIVES BE ESTABLISHED TO COLLABORATE ON THESE ISSUES, ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND COOPERATION, AND DEVELOP AN OPEN RELATIONSHIP WITH TRIBAL COUNCILS, TRIBAL PROGRAMS, AND TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN ORDER TO HELP WITH EDUCATION AND AWARENESS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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AP 5:  FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE: MONEY TRANSMITTERS.

EXISTING LAW, KNOWN AS THE ELDER ABUSE AND DEPENDENT ADULT CIVIL PROTECTION ACT, REQUIRES MANDATED REPORTERS OF SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT, DEFINED TO INCLUDE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF SPECIFIED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, TO REPORT THE KNOWN OR SUSPECTED INSTANCE OF FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT IMMEDIATELY, OR AS SOON AS PRACTICABLY POSSIBLE, TO THE LOCAL ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES AGENCY OR THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, WITH CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES A CIVIL PENALTY TO BE IMPOSED FOR FAILURE TO REPORT FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT. EXISTING LAW, THE MONEY TRANSMISSION ACT, PROVIDES FOR THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF CERTAIN PERSONS ENGAGED IN THE BUSINESS OF MONEY TRANSMISSION.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO INCLUDE LICENSEES IN THE DEFINITION OF MANDATED REPORTERS OF SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT, THEREBY REQUIRING THOSE LICENSEES TO REPORT THE KNOWN OR SUSPECTED INSTANCE OF FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT IMMEDIATELY, OR AS SOON AS PRACTICABLY POSSIBLE, TO THE LOCAL ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES AGENCY OR THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

THIS MEASURE WOULD ALSO MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES THAT ARE PROPORTIONAL TO THE EGREGIOUSNESS OF FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 5:  RELATING TO FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE

WHEREAS, MANY SCAMS TARGETING ELDERS INVARIABLY INVOLVE TRANSFERRING MONEY THROUGH BUSINESSES ENGAGED IN WIRE SERVICES, MONEY TRANSFER SERVICES, AND PRE-PAID CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD SERVICES, BECAUSE THESE SERVICES PERPETUATE FRAUD AGAINST ELDERS, AND ENACTING PROVISIONS TO REQUIRE THOSE BUSINESSES TO REPORT SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE OF ELDERS WOULD HELP PROTECT AGAINST THESE SCAMS; AND

WHEREAS, THESE SCAMS PERPETRATED AGAINST CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES RESULT IN THE LOSS OF BILLIONS, NOT MILLIONS, OF DOLLARS ANNUALLY, WITH SCAMS INCREASINGLY ORIGINATING FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING CANADA, NIGERIA, AND ENGLAND; AND 

WHEREAS, THESE SCAMS INVOLVE TRANSFERRING FUNDS THROUGH A WIRE SERVICE OR MONEY TRANSFER SERVICE, AND ONCE THE FUNDS ARE TRANSFERRED THEY ARE LOST FOREVER. IT IS INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO REIMBURSE VICTIMS, AND THERE IS NO PENALTY SCHEME THAT IS PROPORTIONAL TO THE EGREGIOUSNESS OF THE ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, IN CALIFORNIA, THE STATE WITH THE LARGEST POPULATION OF OLDER AMERICANS, THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU PROJECTS THAT THE ELDERLY POPULATION WILL INCREASE FROM 3.7 MILLION TO 6.4 MILLION WITHIN THE NEXT 20 YEARS AND THESE PROJECTIONS, COUPLED WITH THE BABY BOOMERS’ WEALTH CONCENTRATION, FORMS THE BASIS FOR SIGNIFICANT POTENTIAL FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, THE ELDER ABUSE AND DEPENDENT ADULT CIVIL PROTECTION ACT, CHAPTER 11 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 15600) OF PART 3 OF DIVISION 9 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE, REQUIRES MANDATED REPORTERS OF SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT, AS DEFINED, TO REPORT THE KNOWN OR SUSPECTED INSTANCE OF FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT IMMEDIATELY, OR AS SOON AS PRACTICABLY POSSIBLE, TO THE LOCAL ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES AGENCY OR THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE ELDER ABUSE AND DEPENDENT ADULT CIVIL PROTECTION ACT BE AMENDED TO INCLUDE LICENSEES UNDER THE MONEY TRANSMISSION ACT IN THE DEFINITION OF MANDATED REPORTERS OF SUSPECTED FINANCIAL ABUSE OF AN ELDER OR DEPENDENT ADULT SET FORTH IN SECTION 15630.1 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE AND TO IMPOSE PENALTIES OR A RANGE OF PENALTIES THAT ARE PROPORTIONAL TO THE EGREGIOUSNESS OF FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE, AS ENFORCED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, DISTRICT ATTORNEY, OR COUNTY COUNSEL; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521829
AP 7

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PEREIRA

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR SENATOR LEPEILBET)
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AP 7:   HUNTING AND SPORT FISHING: LICENSING FEES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, A PERSON WHO TAKES A BIRD OR MAMMAL IS REQUIRED TO FIRST PROCURE A HUNTING LICENSE. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE TO ISSUE A HUNTING LICENSE TO A RESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER UPON THE PAYMENT OF A SPECIFIED FEE. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES A PERSON 16 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WHO TAKES A FISH TO FIRST OBTAIN A SPORT FISHING LICENSE. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE A SPORT FISHING LICENSE TO A RESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA 16 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER UPON THE PAYMENT OF A SPECIFIED FEE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD EXEMPT RESIDENTS 68 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER FROM HUNTING AND SPORT FISHING LICENSING FEES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 7:  RELATING TO HUNTING AND SPORT FISHING LICENSING FEES 

WHEREAS, SECTION 70 OF THE FISH AND GAME CODE DEFINES “RESIDENT” AS ANY PERSON WHO HAS RESIDED CONTINUOUSLY IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR SIX MONTHS OR MORE IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE DATE OF HIS APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE OR PERMIT, ANY PERSON ON ACTIVE MILITARY DUTY WITH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES OR AUXILIARY BRANCH THEREOF, OR ANY PERSON ENROLLED IN THE JOB CORPS ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SECTION 2883 OF TITLE 29 OF THE UNITED STATES CODE; AND

WHEREAS, SECTION 86 OF THE FISH AND GAME CODE DEFINES “TAKE” AS HUNT, PURSUE, CATCH, CAPTURE, OR KILL, OR ATTEMPT TO HUNT, PURSUE, CATCH, CAPTURE, OR KILL; AND 

WHEREAS, TO TAKE FISH FROM INLAND OR OCEAN WATERS, THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CURRENTLY REQUIRES A PERSON OVER THE AGE OF 16 TO PURCHASE AN ANNUAL SPORT FISHING LICENSE FOR A FEE OF $47.01; AND

WHEREAS, TO TAKE BIRDS AND MAMMALS, THE DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY REQUIRES A PERSON OVER THE AGE OF 18 TO PURCHASE AN ANNUAL HUNTING LICENSE FOR A FEE OF $47.01; AND

WHEREAS, A LICENSE ISSUED FROM A LICENSE AGENT INCLUDES A 5 PERCENT NONREFUNDABLE LICENSE AGENT HANDLING FEE; AND

WHEREAS, AN ADDITIONAL VALIDATION FEE IS REQUIRED FOR ANY PERSON TAKING WATERFOWL; AND

WHEREAS, THE CURRENT HUNT DATES FOR ANTELOPE TAG ARE RESTRICTED TO AUGUST 1, 2015, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20, 2015, AND THE DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY REQUIRES A RESIDENT WHO WISHES TO PARTICIPATE IN ANTELOPE TAG TO PAY AN APPLICATION FEE AND AN ADDITIONAL TAG FEE; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEPARTMENT CURRENTLY OFFERS ONLY TWO FREE FISHING DAYS PER YEAR; AND

WHEREAS, EVERYDAY, MORE AND MORE RESIDENTS OF CALIFORNIA ARE BECOMING SENIOR CITIZENS OVER THE AGE OF 65; AND

WHEREAS, THE POPULATION OF RESIDENTS OF CALIFORNIA OVER THE AGE OF 60 IS 7,191,124; AND

WHEREAS, THE POPULATION OF RESIDENTS OF CALIFORNIA OVER THE AGE OF 75 IS 2,118,990; AND

WHEREAS, UNDER THE 2015 FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES, THE POVERTY GUIDELINE FOR A ONE-PERSON HOUSEHOLD IS AN ANNUAL INCOME OF $11,770; AND 

WHEREAS, THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS GENERATED IN COMMUNITIES BY ADDITIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING BY RESIDENTS OVER THE AGE OF 68 WILL INCREASE LOCAL REVENUE AND THE LOCAL TAX BASE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT RESIDENTS OVER THE AGE OF 68 BE EXEMPT FROM HUNTING AND SPORT FISHING LICENSING FEES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
RN1521831    
AP 10

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER ROLFE

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS BLOCH, GOULD, HAIRSTON, AND GEORGE TUCKER)

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR SENATORS STADMIRE AND THOMAS)
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AP 10:   ELDER-FRIENDLY COURTS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THERE IS A SUPERIOR COURT IN EACH COUNTY IN CALIFORNIA. THESE COURTS HANDLE VARIOUS CRIMINAL AND CIVIL CASES, INCLUDING FAMILY LAW, PROBATE, AND JUVENILE MATTERS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN AT LEAST ONE ELDER-FRIENDLY COURT THAT ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS CAN EASILY ACCESS IN EACH COUNTY IN THE STATE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 10:  RELATING TO ELDER-FRIENDLY COURTS

WHEREAS, IN THE CALIFORNIA ELDER ABUSE AND DEPENDENT ADULT CIVIL PROTECTION ACT (CHAPTER 11 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 15600) OF PART 3 OF DIVISION 9 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE), THE LEGISLATURE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE ELDERLY CONSTITUTE A SIGNIFICANT AND IDENTIFIABLE SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION, THAT THEY ARE MORE SUBJECT TO RISKS OF ABUSE, NEGLECT, AND ABANDONMENT, THAT THE STATE HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT THESE PERSONS, AND THAT INFIRM ELDERLY PERSONS AND DEPENDENT ADULTS ARE A DISADVANTAGED CLASS; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE CENTER OF EXCELLENCE ON ELDER ABUSE AND NEGLECT, THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ESTIMATES THAT 200,000 VULNERABLE ADULTS IN CALIFORNIA ARE ABUSED EACH YEAR; AND

WHEREAS, MANY OLDER ADULTS FIND THE SUPERIOR COURT SYSTEM INTIMIDATING AND DIFFICULT TO NAVIGATE, AND THEREFORE CANNOT AVAIL THEMSELVES OF LEGAL PROTECTION FROM PHYSICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, AND FINANCIAL ABUSE, OR BENEFIT FROM PROPER ACCESS TO LEGAL REMEDIES IN CASES INVOLVING LANDLORD-TENANT DISPUTES, CONSERVATORSHIP, PROBATE, KINSHIP CARE, AND SMALL CLAIMS; AND

WHEREAS, THE FEDERAL ELDER JUSTICE ACT OF 2010 CALLS FOR NEW AND IMPROVED MEASURES TO ADDRESS ELDER ABUSE AND RECOGNIZES THAT ELDER ABUSE OFTEN REQUIRES THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEMS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY COURT BUILDINGS ARE IN HARD-TO-ACCESS URBAN LOCATIONS WITH LARGE COURTROOMS THAT ARE CHALLENGING FOR HEARING-IMPAIRED SENIOR CITIZENS; AND

WHEREAS, ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS HAVE UNIQUE NEEDS, INCLUDING AGE-RELATED HEALTH CONDITIONS THAT MAY REQUIRE ATTENTION IN THE COURT SETTING; AND

WHEREAS, THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION AND THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS HAVE FOUND THAT IMPLEMENTING ELDER-FRIENDLY PRACTICES IN THE COURT PROCESS INCREASES SENIOR ACCESS TO JUSTICE; AND

WHEREAS, THE SUPERIOR COURTS IN THE COUNTIES OF ALAMEDA, CONTRA COSTA, AND VENTURA HAVE SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTED PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO ADDRESS ELDER ABUSE, PROVIDE MORE COMPREHENSIVE, ELDER-FRIENDLY REMEDIES, AND INTEGRATE SERVICES WITH THE RESOURCES OF COMMUNITY PROVIDERS; AND

WHEREAS, THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL, IN A 2008 STUDY FUNDED BY THE ARCHSTONE FOUNDATION, RECOMMENDED ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING MAKING VICTIM AND WITNESS ADVOCATES AVAILABLE AND INVOLVED IN ASSISTING OLDER ABUSED PERSONS THROUGHOUT THE JUDICIAL PROCESS, LINKING ABUSED PERSONS TO APPROPRIATE SERVICES, TRAINING JUDGES AND COURT STAFF TO RECOGNIZE AND RESPOND APPROPRIATELY TO ELDER ABUSE, SCHEDULING SPECIFIC TIME FRAMES, PARTICULARLY IN THE MIDMORNING, THAT ACCOMMODATE THE ELDERLY FOR COURT APPEARANCES, ALLOWING ELDER LITIGANTS TO APPEAR FIRST, FACILITATING THE USE OF TELEPHONIC APPEARANCES FOR ELDER VICTIMS WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH TRAVEL, PROVIDING A FLOOR-LEVEL WITNESS BOX, MAKING ENHANCED COMMUNICATION DEVICES AND LARGE-FONT PLEADINGS AVAILABLE, AND PRIORITIZING SWIFT RESTITUTION AND THE RETURN OF PROPERTY TO ELDER VICTIMS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN AT LEAST ONE ELDER-FRIENDLY COURT THAT ELDER ABUSE VICTIMS CAN EASILY ACCESS IN EACH COUNTY IN THE STATE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521809
AP 11

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER ROLFE

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS BLOCH, CAMPBELL, CAVE, GOULD, HAIRSTON, KROHN, POINTER, TOM, TUCKER, AND WARREN)

(COAUTHORS: SENIOR SENATORS HERTAN, HOWK, LOH, MARTIN, PARDINI-PLASS, RYAN, STADMIRE, AND YOUNG)
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AP 11:  PERSONAL INCOME TAX FORM: VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYERS MAY CONTRIBUTE AMOUNTS IN EXCESS OF THEIR PERSONAL TAX LIABILITY FOR THE SUPPORT OF SPECIFIED FUNDS OR ACCOUNTS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE A PERSON THAT REPLICATES THE CALIFORNIA PERSONAL INCOME TAX FORM 540 IN PAPER OR ELECTRONIC FORM TO PLACE ALL OF THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE FORM, ALLOWING THE TAXPAYER OR TAX PREPARER TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE WITHOUT HAVING TO MOVE TO ANOTHER PAGE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

AP 11:  RELATING TO TAXATION

WHEREAS, THE PROLIFERATION OF ELECTRONIC TAX PREPARATION SOFTWARE MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR SOME TAXPAYERS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS; AND

WHEREAS, THE LEGISLATURE HAS VETTED AND DEEMED THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS THAT ARE INCLUDED ON THE PERSONAL INCOME TAX FORM TO BE WORTHY OF BEING INCLUDED ON THE FORM; AND

WHEREAS, THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT TO ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE INFORMATION AND SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS NO CURRENT REQUIREMENT THAT ELECTRONIC TAX FORM FORMATS MAKE THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION PAGE EASILY VISIBLE TO THE USER; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A PERSON THAT REPLICATES THE CALIFORNIA PERSONAL INCOME TAX FORM 540 IN PAPER OR ELECTRONIC FORM PLACES ALL OF THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE FORM, ALLOWING THE TAXPAYER OR TAX PREPARER TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE WITHOUT HAVING TO MOVE TO ANOTHER PAGE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521810
AP 12

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER ROLFE

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 12:  PERSONAL INCOME TAX: VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS: MARKETING AND PUBLICITY.

UNDER THE PERSONAL INCOME TAX LAW, INDIVIDUALS MAY CONTRIBUTE AMOUNTS IN EXCESS OF THEIR TAX LIABILITY FOR THE SUPPORT OF SPECIFIED FUNDS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT THE FRANCHISE TAX BOARD PROVIDE ANNUALLY TO THE GOVERNING BOARDS OF THE CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, THE CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS, AND THE CALIFORNIA TAX EDUCATION COUNCIL, A REMINDER FOR THEIR MEMBERS TO ASK THEIR CLIENTS TO CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO THE FUNDS LISTED ON THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS PAGE OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE INCOME TAX FORM.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 12:  RELATING TO MARKETING THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS PAGE OF THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM 

WHEREAS, THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM LISTS SEVERAL FUNDS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH THE FILING OF STATE INCOME TAX RETURNS; AND

WHEREAS, THE LEGISLATURE, THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS, HAS VETTED THESE FUNDS AND DEEMED THEM WORTHY OF INCLUSION ON STATE INCOME TAX FORM; AND 

WHEREAS, SOME OF THE ORGANIZATIONS ALLOCATED REVENUES FROM THESE FUNDS PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT, INFORMATION, AND SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA THROUGH THEIR NETWORKS OF VOLUNTEERS; AND 

WHEREAS, THESE VOLUNTEER-BASED ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDE COST SAVINGS, MAXIMIZE EXISTING RESOURCES, AND REDUCE FUTURE BURDENS TO THE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; AND

WHEREAS, INDEPENDENT SECTOR MAGAZINE REGULARLY ANALYZES THE VALUE OF A VOLUNTEER’S TIME AND HAS DETERMINED THAT IT WAS $23.07 FOR 2013; AND 

WHEREAS, SOME TAX PREPARERS MAY NOT BE AWARE OF THE OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIVIDUALS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THESE FUNDS THROUGH THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM; AND 

WHEREAS, EVEN WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL HAS PREVIOUSLY CONTRIBUTED TO THESE FUNDS THROUGH THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM, HIS OR HER TAX PREPARER MAY FORGET TO ASK IF HE OR SHE WOULD WISH TO CONTRIBUTE AGAIN; AND 

WHEREAS, AS MANY OF CALIFORNIA’S TAXPAYERS AS POSSIBLE SHOULD BE MADE AWARE OF THE IMPORTANT MECHANISM CREATED BY THE LEGISLATURE TO STRENGTHEN THESE ORGANIZATIONS OF VOLUNTEERS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE FRANCHISE TAX BOARD SHALL PROVIDE ANNUALLY TO THE GOVERNING BOARDS OF THE CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, THE CALIFORNIA SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS, AND THE CALIFORNIA TAX EDUCATION COUNCIL, A REMINDER FOR THEIR MEMBERS TO ASK THEIR CLIENTS TO CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO THE FUNDS LISTED ON THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS PAGE OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE INCOME TAX FORM; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521807
AP 16

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER HENGST

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 16:  INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD CONTRACTS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION HAS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER PUBLIC UTILITIES, INCLUDING ELECTRICAL, GAS, WATER, AND TELEPHONE CORPORATIONS. EXISTING LAW AUTHORIZES THE COMMISSION TO ESTABLISH RULES FOR ALL PUBLIC UTILITIES, SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE LEGISLATURE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT ONE MONTH PRIOR TO AN INCREASE OF A RATE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO A CONTRACT WITH AN INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD, THE CONSUMER BE NOTIFIED AND CONSENT IN WRITING TO THE CONTINUATION OF THAT SERVICE AT THE INCREASED RATE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 16:  RELATING TO INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD CONTRACTS

WHEREAS, THE INTRODUCTORY RATES FOR SERVICES INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PHONE, CABLE TELEVISION, SATELLITE TELEVISION, MAGAZINES, AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS ARE VERY GOOD, BUT ARE FREQUENTLY FOLLOWED BY GREATLY INCREASED RATES AFTER THE INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD; AND

WHEREAS, THE OPT-OUT OR CANCELLATION OF A SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE FOLLOWING THE INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD IS SO DIFFICULT THAT FEW DO SO. THESE CUSTOMERS ARE VIRTUALLY TRAPPED INTO RATES THAT INCREASE OVER AND OVER AGAIN; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A BILL BE ENACTED TO REQUIRE THAT ONE MONTH PRIOR TO AN INCREASE OF A RATE IMPOSED PURSUANT TO A CONTRACT WITH AN INTRODUCTORY RATE PERIOD, THE CONSUMER SHALL BE NOTIFIED AND CONSENT IN WRITING TO THE CONTINUATION OF THAT SERVICE AT THE INCREASED RATE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521843
AP 23

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER COWLISHAW

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER MONGE)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

AP 23:  BUILDING STANDARDS: ELEVATORS: SUPPORT RAILS.

EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, INCLUDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR MAKING PUBLIC BUILDINGS ACCESSIBLE AND SAFE FOR PEOPLE OF EVERY ABILITY LEVEL. EXISTING STATE LAW REQUIRES SUPPORT RAILS TO BE INSTALLED IN ELEVATORS WHEN LOCATED IN A NEWLY CONSTRUCTED OR ALTERED PORTION OF A PUBLIC BUILDING, AS SPECIFIED. 

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT SUPPORT RAILS BE INSTALLED IN ALL NEW AND EXISTING PUBLIC BUILDING ELEVATORS AS A SAFETY MEASURE TO PROTECT OLDER ADULTS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

AP 23:  RELATING TO BUILDING STANDARDS: ELEVATORS: SUPPORT RAILS

WHEREAS, THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT, AMONG OTHER THINGS, DEVELOPS PROGRAMS THAT ASSIST OLDER ADULTS IN OBTAINING COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES; AND

WHEREAS, THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT REQUIRES THAT PUBLIC BUILDINGS BE ACCESSIBLE TO PEOPLE OF EVERY ABILITY LEVEL, AS SPECIFIED; AND 

WHEREAS, FEDERAL LAW, AMONG OTHER THINGS, REQUIRES SUPPORT RAILS TO BE INSTALLED IN NEWLY CONSTRUCTED OR ALTERED PORTIONS OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCATION, SIZE, SPACING, AND STRENGTH SPECIFICATIONS; AND

WHEREAS, STATE LAW REQUIRES SUPPORT RAILS TO BE INSTALLED IN ELEVATORS WHEN LOCATED IN A NEWLY CONSTRUCTED OR ALTERED PORTION OF A PUBLIC BUILDING, UNLESS THE STRUCTURE OF THE BUILDING MAKES THE INSTALLATION OF THE SUPPORT RAIL TECHNICALLY INFEASIBLE; AND

WHEREAS, WHILE CONTROL SYSTEMS HAVE CHANGED SUBSTANTIALLY TO IMPROVE THE SAFETY AND SPEED OF ELEVATORS, THE DESIGN OF ELEVATORS HAS CHANGED LITTLE IN THE PAST 50 YEARS; AND

WHEREAS, ALTHOUGH STATE LAW REQUIRES SUPPORT RAILS IN MANY ELEVATORS, NOT ALL ELEVATORS IN MEDICAL BUILDINGS HAVE SUPPORT RAILS; AND

WHEREAS, PASSENGERS GRASP SUPPORT RAILS FOR STABILITY AND SAFETY IN ELEVATORS; AND

WHEREAS, DATA SHOWS THAT FALLS OCCURRING IN ELEVATORS CONTRIBUTED TO 27 DEATHS FROM 1997 THROUGH 2003; AND

WHEREAS, AS THE OLDER POPULATION CONTINUES TO LIVE LONGER, FALLING IS BECOMING A SIGNIFICANT SOURCE OF INJURIES AND DEATHS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT SUPPORT RAILS BE INSTALLED IN ALL NEW AND EXISTING PUBLIC BUILDING ELEVATORS AS A SAFETY MEASURE TO PROTECT OLDER ADULTS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

SENATE

FINANCE & INSURANCE

COMMITTEE

RN1521820

SP 4

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR MEMBER DAHLGREN

(PRINCIPAL COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER ROSENBERG)

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER GLASMEIER)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 4:  CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE: PERMANENT FUNDING.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE FRANCHISE TAX BOARD IS REQUIRED TO DESIGNATE ON TAX RETURNS SPACE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND. EXISTING LAW, THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT, SETS FORTH THE STATE’S COMMITMENT TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD FUND THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE, A STATE AGENCY AS DESCRIBED IN THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT, IN AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN $500,000 ANNUALLY.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SP 4:  RELATING TO FUNDING THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE

WHEREAS, THE STATE PROVIDES CALIFORNIANS THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND BY SELECTING CODE 427 ON THEIR STATE INCOME TAX FORMS; AND

WHEREAS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND PROVIDE FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE ON BEHALF OF OLDER PERSONS; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE ARE VOLUNTEERS WHO PRIORITIZE STATEWIDE REQUIREMENTS OF SENIORS AND PROPOSE LEGISLATION IN AREAS OF HEALTH, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, AND COMMUNITY SERVICES; AND

WHEREAS, THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT (CHAPTER 4 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 9300) OF DIVISION 8.5 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE) DETAILS THE COMPOSITION OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE, DECLARES THE NEED FOR SENIOR SERVICES, AND RELATES HOW FUNDING IS PROVIDED TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND; AND

WHEREAS, THE ACT STATES: “THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE SHALL HAVE THE FULL AUTHORITY TO DEFINE ITS PROGRAMS AND UTILIZE ITS FUNDS IN ANY WAY NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE DUTIES OF THIS CHAPTER, PROVIDED THAT NO SUCH PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY IS IN VIOLATION OF STATE LAW OR REGULATION”; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE HAVE NO CONTROL OVER THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THIS STATE, WHICH MAY HAVE A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON THE ABILITY OF INDIVIDUALS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE FUND; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE NEED TO CONCENTRATE ON PROVIDING PROPOSALS THAT MAY RESULT IN LEGISLATION BENEFITTING ALL CALIFORNIANS AGE 60 AND OVER; AND

WHEREAS, IN THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST’S OFFICE OVERVIEW OF THE 2015-16 GOVERNOR’S BUDGET PROPOSAL, WHICH WAS PRESENTED TO THE LEGISLATURE ON JANUARY 9, 2015, HIGHER REVENUE PROJECTIONS AND SPENDING INCREASES WERE AS FOLLOWS: “THE ADMINISTRATION PROJECTS THAT THE GENERAL FUND TAX REVENUES WILL END 2014-15 MORE THAN $2 BILLION ABOVE ITS PROJECTIONS IN LAST JUNE’S STATE BUDGET PACKAGE. FURTHER, THE ADMINISTRATION PROJECTS THAT THE GENERAL FUND’S THREE MAJOR TAXES COLLECTIVELY WILL INCREASE BY OVER $5.6 BILLION IN 2015-16–TO A LEVEL THAT IS MORE THAN $1 BILLION ABOVE ADMINISTRATION ESTIMATES FROM LAST JUNE FOR THE 2015-16 FISCAL YEAR. THESE HIGHER REVENUE PROJECTIONS RESULT IN A MULTIBILLION-DOLLAR INFLUX OF NEW FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES UNDER THE PROPOSITION 98 MINIMUM FUNDING GUARANTEE. THE ADMINISTRATION’S BUDGET ESTIMATES ALSO ASSUME THAT GENERAL FUND SPENDING FOR MEDI-CAL, THE STATE’S PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME PEOPLE, IS UP BY HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN 2014-15, COMPARED TO LAST YEAR’S BUDGET ASSUMPTIONS, AND BY ABOUT $800 MILLION ABOVE THAT LEVEL IN 2015-16. THE BUDGET IDENTIFIES OTHER INCREASED HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COSTS AND POTENTIAL BUDGETARY RISKS”; AND 

WHEREAS, THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST’S OFFICE DETERMINED THE BUDGET ASSUMES INCREASED SPENDING BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES IN 2014-15 AND 2015-16: “THE REVISED DDS BUDGET FOR 2014-15 IS $3.1 BILLION GENERAL FUND, AN INCREASE OF $137 MILLION (4.6 PERCENT) ABOVE THE 2014-15 BUDGET APPROPRIATION. THE 2015-16 BUDGET IS PROPOSED TO BE $3.3 BILLION GENERAL FUND, AN INCREASE OF $201 MILLION (6.5 PERCENT) ABOVE THE REVISED 2014-15 LEVEL”; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PROVIDE MINIMUM FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 ANNUALLY TO THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE, A STATE AGENCY, AS DESCRIBED IN THE MELLO-GRANLUND OLDER CALIFORNIANS ACT; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521828

SP 5

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR DAHLGREN

         Legislative Counsel’s Digest


                SP 5:  CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE IS PRIMARILY FUNDED BY INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS, DESIGNATED ON THE CALIFORNIA STATE INCOME TAX RETURN, TO THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS TO BE REMOVED FROM THE INCOME TAX RETURN IF THE AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTIONS ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED BY THE FUND DURING A CALENDAR YEAR WILL NOT AT LEAST EQUAL $250,000.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ELIMINATE THE MINIMUM FUNDING REQUIREMENT FOR THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY

SP 5:  RELATING TO THE FUNDING FOR THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE

WHEREAS, THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PROVIDES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS (CODE 427) ON THE STATE INCOME TAX FORM; AND

WHEREAS, CONTRIBUTIONS PROVIDE FOR ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTERS, NUTRITION CENTERS, RESPITE CARE, LONG-TERM CARE, ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAMS, ALZHEIMER DAY CARE PROGRAMS, AND THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE ARE VOLUNTEERS WHO PRIORITIZE STATEWIDE REQUIREMENTS OF SENIORS AND PROPOSE LEGISLATION IN AREAS OF HEALTH, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, AND COMMUNITY SERVICES; AND

WHEREAS, CHAPTER 4 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 9300) OF DIVISION 8.5 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE DETAILS THE COMPOSITION OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE, DECLARES THE NEED FOR SENIOR SERVICES, AND RELATES HOW FUNDING IS PROVIDED FROM THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS; AND

WHEREAS, SECTION 9304 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE STATES THAT “THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE SHALL HAVE THE FULL AUTHORITY TO DEFINE ITS PROGRAM AND UTILIZE ITS FUNDS IN ANY WAY NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE DUTIES OF THIS CHAPTER (CHAPTER 4 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 9300) OF DIVISION 8.5 OF THE WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE), PROVIDED THAT NO SUCH PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY IS IN VIOLATION OF STATE LAW OR REGULATION”; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE HAVE NO CONTROL OVER THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN CALIFORNIA THAT HAVE A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON THE ABILITY OF INDIVIDUALS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS; AND

WHEREAS, MEMBERS OF THE CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE NEED TO CONCENTRATE ON PROVIDING THE PROPOSALS THAT MAY RESULT IN LEGISLATION BENEFITTING ALL CALIFORNIANS 60 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER; AND 

WHEREAS, SIX VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION FUNDS LISTED WITH THE CALIFORNIA FRANCHISE TAX BOARD HAVE NO MINIMUM CONTRIBUTION REQUIREMENT IN 2015; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE $250,000 MINIMUM CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT OUTLINED IN SECTION 18729 OF THE REVENUE AND TAXATION CODE BE ELIMINATED; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ELIMINATE THE MINIMUM FUNDING REQUIREMENT FOR THE CALIFORNIA FUND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521791

SP 6

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR PEABODY

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 6:   PEABODY. INSURANCE POLICY DISCLOSURE: SENIORS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, AN INSURANCE POLICY MUST SPECIFY, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE RISKS INSURED AGAINST AND THE PERIOD DURING WHICH THE INSURANCE IS TO CONTINUE. EXISTING LAW ALSO REQUIRES AN INSURER TO NOTIFY A POLICYHOLDER OF AN INDIVIDUAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICY REGARDING PREMIUM INCREASES AND OTHER CHANGES IN THE INSURANCE POLICY CONTRACT. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES A PERSON WHO SELLS OR OFFERS TO SELL LIFE INSURANCE TO A SENIOR INSURED OR PROSPECTIVE INSURED IN THE SENIOR’S HOME TO DELIVER A NOTICE, INCLUDING SPECIFIED DISCLOSURES, IN A STAND-ALONE DOCUMENT, WITHOUT ATTACHMENTS, IN 16-POINT BOLD TYPEFACE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE AN INSURANCE COMPANY TO REQUIRE A SENIOR INSURED TO SIGN A SEPARATE DISCLOSURE PAGE THAT IS A STAND-ALONE DOCUMENT, WITHOUT ATTACHMENTS, PRINTED IN 16-POINT BOLD, CLEARLY LEGIBLE TYPEFACE, STATING WHEN CERTAIN EVENTS WILL OCCUR UNDER THE INSURANCE POLICY CONTRACT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CANCELLATION, INCREASES IN PREMIUMS, OR THE FINAL PAYOUT OF A CASH VALUE LIFE INSURANCE POLICY.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 6:  RELATING TO INSURANCE TRANSPARENCY

WHEREAS, FINE PRINT ON INSURANCE CONTRACTS CAN BE VERY DIFFICULT TO READ AND, AS A RESULT, MANY CONSUMERS MUST RELY ON THEIR INSURANCE AGENTS TO EXPLAIN THE TERMS OF THESE INSURANCE POLICY CONTRACTS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY DETAILS OF INSURANCE POLICY CONTRACTS MAY NOT BE FULLY UNDERSTOOD BY CONSUMERS, THEREBY ENABLING INSURANCE COMPANIES TO RETAIN MANY YEARS OF PREMIUMS FROM POORLY INFORMED INSUREDS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT LEGISLATION BE ENACTED REQUIRING AN INSURANCE COMPANY TO HAVE A SENIOR INSURED SIGN A SEPARATE DISCLOSURE PAGE THAT IS A STAND-ALONE DOCUMENT, WITHOUT ATTACHMENTS, PRINTED IN 16-POINT BOLD, CLEARLY LEGIBLE TYPEFACE, STATING WHEN CERTAIN EVENTS WILL OCCUR UNDER THE INSURANCE POLICY CONTRACT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CANCELLATION, INCREASES IN PREMIUMS, OR THE FINAL PAYOUT OF A CASH VALUE LIFE INSURANCE POLICY; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

SENATE

HEALTH

COMMITTEE

RN1521824

SP 8

SENIOR SENATOR LEPEILBET

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PEREIRA)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 8:  RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES FOR THE ELDERLY: TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES FOR THE ELDERLY ACT, A RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY (RCFE) MEANS A HOUSING ARRANGEMENT CHOSEN VOLUNTARILY BY A PERSON 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER, OR HIS OR HER AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE, WHERE VARYING LEVELS AND INTENSITIES OF CARE AND SUPERVISION ARE PROVIDED, AS SPECIFIED. EXISTING LAW GENERALLY PROHIBITS A RESIDENT FROM BEING ADMITTED TO OR RETAINED IN AN RCFE IF THE RESIDENT REQUIRES 24-HOUR SKILLED NURSING OR INTERMEDIATE CARE, OR IF THE RESIDENT IS BEDRIDDEN, OTHER THAN FOR A TEMPORARY ILLNESS OR FOR RECOVERY FROM SURGERY. EXISTING LAW AUTHORIZES AN RCFE TO OBTAIN A WAIVER FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOWING THOSE INDIVIDUALS TO REMAIN, OR BECOME, A RESIDENT OF THE FACILITY IF CERTAIN CONDITIONS ARE MET. EXISTING LAW ALSO GENERALLY REQUIRES THE TRANSFER OF A PATIENT FROM AN RCFE IF DIAGNOSED WITH CERTAIN PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITIONS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ALLOW A HOSPICE-CERTIFIED, TERMINALLY ILL PATIENT WHO HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH A PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITION TO REMAIN IN AN RCFE, UNDER SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES. THE MEASURE WOULD FURTHER MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD AUTHORIZE AN RCFE’S STAFF TO ADMINISTER CERTAIN PALLIATIVE CARE MEDICATIONS TO A PATIENT WHO IS INCAPABLE OF SELF-ADMINISTERING MEDICATION, UNDER SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SP 8:  RELATING TO RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES FOR THE ELDERLY

WHEREAS, SECTION 1569.73 OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, AND SECTION 87455 OF TITLE 22 OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS (REGULATIONS) SPECIFICALLY ALLOW FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OR RETENTION OF HOSPICE-CERTIFIED, TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS TO RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES FOR THE ELDERLY (RCFE) WITH A HOSPICE CARE WAIVER; AND

WHEREAS, HOWEVER, SECTION 87758 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS DEEMS IT A “SERIOUS DEFICIENCY” OF AN RCFE’S LICENSE TO ACCEPT OR RETAIN A PATIENT WHO HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH CERTAIN DELINEATED AND PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITIONS; AND

WHEREAS, SECTION 87615 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS ENUMERATES THOSE PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITIONS, INCLUDING BED SORES OR STAPH INFECTIONS, AND SECTION 87637 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS REQUIRES THE TRANSFER OF A PATIENT WHO HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH THOSE PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITIONS; AND

WHEREAS, UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS NOT UNCOMMON FOR A TERMINALLY ILL PATIENT TO BE DIAGNOSED WITH THOSE TYPES OF HEALTH CONDITIONS, WHICH REQUIRE ADDITIONAL CARE, AND AT TIMES RESULT IN THE PHYSICAL DETERIORATION OF THE TERMINALLY ILL PATIENT; AND

WHEREAS, THAT DIAGNOSIS VIOLATES THE REGULATIONS PROHIBITING AN RCFE FROM TREATING THAT PATIENT, THEREBY RESULTING IN A SERIOUS DEFICIENCY OF THE RCFE’S LICENSE AND REQUIRING THE TRANSFER OF THE PATIENT FROM THE RCFE; AND

WHEREAS, ANOTHER ISSUE PERTAINING TO HOSPICE-CERTIFIED, TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS IN RCFES RELATES TO SELF-MEDICATION PROCEDURES UNDER EXISTING REGULATIONS, A PATIENT IN AN RCFE MUST BE ABLE TO PERFORM HIS OR HER OWN GLUCOSE TESTING WITH BLOOD OR URINE SPECIMENS, AND BE ABLE TO ADMINISTER HIS OR HER OWN MEDICATION, WHETHER ORALLY OR THROUGH AN INJECTION; AND

WHEREAS, REGARDING COMMON SCHEDULE II-V CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS, SECTION 87633 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS ONLY AUTHORIZES FACILITY STAFF TO ASSIST HOSPICE RESIDENTS WITH SELF-MEDICATION; AND

WHEREAS, THESE PROVISIONS OPERATE TO PRECLUDE ADEQUATE SYMPTOM RELIEF AT THE VERY END OF LIFE WHEN SELF-MEDICATION IS IMPOSSIBLE AND WHERE LAY PERSONS OR FAMILY MEMBERS WOULD ADMINISTER MEDICATIONS UNDER HOSPICE DIRECTION IF THE PATIENT WERE IN A PRIVATE DWELLING INSTEAD OF AN RCFE; AND

WHEREAS, ALTHOUGH SECTION 87616 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS PROVIDES A METHOD FOR A PATIENT TO SUBMIT A WRITTEN EXCEPTION REQUEST WITH REGARD TO MEDICATION AND HIS OR HER HEALTH CONDITION, THAT METHOD IS CURRENTLY TOO CUMBERSOME FOR TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS WHO REQUIRE EXPEDIENT ACTION AND ALLEVIATION OF SUFFERING IN A TIMELY MANNER; AND

WHEREAS, SECTION 87637 OF TITLE 22 OF THE REGULATIONS MANDATES THE RELOCATION OF AN RCFE RESIDENT WHO HAS ANY DEFICIENCIES OR CARE NEEDS; AND

WHEREAS, THE DESIRE OF TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS TO DIE IN THE LOCALE OF THEIR CHOICE AND FAMILIARITY IS, THEREFORE, THWARTED BY EXISTING LAW; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT WITH REGARD TO HOSPICE-CERTIFIED, TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS THAT RESIDE IN OR ARE ACCEPTED INTO AN RCFE THAT POSSESSES A VALID HOSPICE-CARE WAIVER, THAT MANDATORY TRANSFERS FOR INEVITABLE, BUT CURRENTLY PROHIBITED HEALTH CONDITIONS, BE SUMMARILY PROHIBITED, IF ACCEPTED MEDICAL STANDARDS OF PALLIATIVE CARE CAN BE PROVIDED AT THE RCFE WITH HOSPICE DIRECTION; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT RCFE STAFF, WITH HOSPICE TRAINING AND DIRECTION, BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE THE ADMINISTRATION OF PALLIATIVE CARE, SYMPTOM-RELIEF, AND TERMINAL CARE MEDICATIONS DESIGNED SOLELY TO ALLEVIATE END-OF-LIFE SUFFERING, BY ADMINISTERING THEM IF A PATIENT’S CONTINUED DETERIORATION PRECLUDES SELF-ADMINISTRATION OF THOSE MEDICATIONS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD RESPECT THE WISHES OF THE PATIENT FOR A DEATH WITH DIGNITY THROUGH PALLIATIVE CARE IN FAMILIAR SURROUNDINGS, WITH LOVED ONES, AND ADDRESSES THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1522489

SP 12

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR TURNER

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 12:  TURNER. LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS: REMOTE DELIVERY: PILOT PROGRAM.

EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES THE IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICE (IHSS) PROGRAM, ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND COUNTIES, UNDER WHICH QUALIFIED AGED, BLIND, AND DISABLED PERSONS ARE PROVIDED WITH SPECIFIED SERVICES IN ORDER TO PERMIT THEM TO REMAIN IN THEIR OWN HOMES AND AVOID INSTITUTIONALIZATION.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A PILOT PROGRAM IN KINGS COUNTY, TULARE COUNTY, AND OTHER SUITABLE COUNTIES IN THE STATE THAT WOULD USE REMOTE MONITORING AND SENSING TECHNOLOGIES, CALL CENTERS, AND TRAINED REMOTE CARE COORDINATORS TO SUPPLEMENT EXISTING IN-HOME HEALTH CARE SERVICES BY REMOTELY DELIVERING LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS TO THE SENIOR POPULATION OF THOSE COUNTIES.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 12:  RELATING TO LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS

WHEREAS, THE SENIOR POPULATION IS GROWING. ACCORDING TO THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER WILL EXCEED THE NUMBER OF PERSONS 18 YEARS OF AGE AND YOUNGER FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 2050. THE NUMBER OF PERSONS 85 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER IS PROJECTED TO QUADRUPLE BY 2050 AND COMPRISE 10 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL POPULATION, UP FROM 2.8 PERCENT IN 1980; AND

WHEREAS, NINETY PERCENT OF SENIORS LIVE IN A DIFFERENT CITY FROM THEIR CLOSEST ADULT CHILD; AND

WHEREAS, FIFTY PERCENT OF SENIORS 75 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER LIVE ALONE, AND AS THEY AGE THEIR LIKELIHOOD OF LIVING ALONE INCREASES; AND

WHEREAS, SENIOR ISOLATION AND LONELINESS CONTRIBUTES TO COGNITIVE DECLINE, INCREASED RISK OF DEMENTIA, ARTHRITIS, IMPAIRED MOBILITY, DEPRESSION, AND INCREASED LIKELIHOOD OF ENGAGING IN UNHEALTHY BEHAVIOR. ACCORDING TO A STUDY PUBLISHED BY THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES IN 2013, ISOLATION AND LONELINESS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH AN INCREASED RISK OF MORTALITY AMONG OLDER MEN AND WOMEN; AND

WHEREAS, THE INCREASED HEALTH RISKS THAT ACCOMPANY SENIOR ISOLATION CREATE GREATER NEED FOR LONG-TERM CAREGIVING FOR THE SENIOR POPULATION; AND

WHEREAS, THE AVAILABILITY OF CAREGIVING RESOURCES IS BEING OVERTAKEN BY THE GROWING SENIOR POPULATION. ACCORDING TO THE FAMILY CAREGIVER ALLIANCE, OVER 15,000,000 AMERICANS ARE UNPAID CAREGIVERS, AND MORE THAN 65,000,000 PEOPLE, OR 30 PERCENT OF THE ADULT POPULATION, CURRENTLY PROVIDE CARE FOR A CHRONICALLY ILL, DISABLED, OR AGING FAMILY MEMBER; AND

WHEREAS, PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVING AGENCIES ARE EXPENSIVE, AND ARE MOST EXPENSIVE ON THE WEST COAST. BASED ON AVERAGE HOME CARE AGENCY RATES IN CALIFORNIA, AROUND-THE-CLOCK CARE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL CAN COST A FAMILY OVER $100,000 PER YEAR, AND OVER $21,000 PER YEAR FOR PART-TIME CARE OF 16 HOURS PER WEEK; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU, 6,000,000 SENIORS, OR 15 PERCENT OF THE SENIOR POPULATION, LIVE BELOW THE POVERTY LINE AND CANNOT AFFORD THE COST OF PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVING; AND

WHEREAS, DESPITE THE HIGH COST OF PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVING AND THE GROWING NEED FOR HOME HEALTH SERVICES, CAREGIVERS EMPLOYED BY HOME CARE AGENCIES HAVE AN ANNUAL MEDIAN INCOME OF LESS THAN $21,000 PER YEAR, ACCORDING TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR; AND

WHEREAS, THE LOW WAGES EARNED BY EMPLOYEES OF HOME CARE AGENCIES RESULTS IN TURNOVER RATES AVERAGING 60 PERCENT ON AN ANNUAL BASIS, ACCORDING TO THE PARAPROFESSIONAL HEALTHCARE INSTITUTE; AND

WHEREAS, THE GROWING SENIOR POPULATION AND ASSOCIATED STRESSES PLACED UPON EXISTING CAREGIVING RESOURCES TO MEET INCREASING SENIOR HEALTH CARE NEEDS CREATE A NEED FOR PROGRAMS THAT SUPPLEMENT, EXTEND THE REACH OF, AND BETTER TARGET THE USE OF, THESE INCREASINGLY SCARCE RESOURCES; AND

WHEREAS, TECHNOLOGIES SUCH AS REMOTE MONITORING AND SENSING, CALL CENTERS, AND TRAINED REMOTE CARE COORDINATORS CAN EFFICIENTLY EXTEND EXISTING CAREGIVING RESOURCES TO ALLOW SENIORS TO AGE IN PLACE WITHOUT COMPROMISING QUALITY OF LIFE AND HEALTH CARE ISSUES; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A PILOT PROGRAM IN KINGS COUNTY, TULARE COUNTY, AND OTHER SUITABLE COUNTIES IN THE STATE THAT WOULD USE REMOTE MONITORING AND SENSING TECHNOLOGIES, CALL CENTERS, AND TRAINED REMOTE CARE COORDINATORS TO SUPPLEMENT EXISTING IN-HOME HEALTH CARE SERVICES BY REMOTELY DELIVERING LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS TO THE SENIOR POPULATION OF THOSE COUNTIES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR MACALLISTER

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 2:  MACALLISTER. MEDICARE: COGNITIVE ASSESSMENTS.

UNDER THE FEDERAL PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES ARE ENTITLED TO AN ANNUAL WELLNESS VISIT THAT INCLUDES A COGNITIVE ASSESSMENT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT MEDICARE AND MEDICAID PATIENTS BE OFFERED, AS PART OF THIS BENEFIT, A VALID COGNITIVE ASSESSMENT THAT IS CAPABLE OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT AND NORMAL AGING, IN ORDER FOR THE CAUSES OF COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT TO BE DETECTED IN THEIR EARLIEST AND MOST TREATABLE STAGE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SFP 2:  RELATING TO MEDICARE

WHEREAS, ANNUAL DIRECT MEDICARE COSTS PER PERSON WITH DEMENTIA ARE APPROXIMATELY $20,000 WHILE THOSE COSTS FOR A COGNITIVELY NORMAL MEDICARE BENEFICIARY ARE APPROXIMATELY $7,500; AND

WHEREAS, ANNUAL DIRECT MEDICAID COSTS PER PERSON WITH DEMENTIA ARE APPROXIMATELY $10,000 WHILE THOSE COSTS FOR A COGNITIVELY NORMAL MEDICAID BENEFICIARY OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE ARE APPROXIMATELY $500; AND

WHEREAS, THE INCREASED COSTS AMONG PERSONS WITH DEMENTIA ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE SEVERITY OF THE DEMENTIA; AND

WHEREAS, THESE COSTS CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY LOWERED BY EARLY DETECTION OF COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT AND BY DELAYING ITS PROGRESSION; AND

WHEREAS, APPROXIMATELY 1/2 OF ALL PERSONS WITH COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT DO NOT HAVE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE (AD) BUT, RATHER, HAVE A CONDITION THAT MAY BE TREATED IF DETECTED EARLY. HOWEVER, IF THIS NON-AD CONDITION IS NOT DETECTED UNTIL THE PERSON DEVELOPS DEMENTIA, REVERSING THE DEMENTIA IS DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE; AND

WHEREAS, FOR PERSONS WITHOUT AD, EARLY DETECTION, PROPER DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT GENERALLY REDUCE DEMENTIA-RELATED INCREASES IN ANNUAL, DIRECT MEDICARE COSTS; AND

WHEREAS, FOR PERSONS WITH AD, THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THAT PROGRESSION CAN BE DELAYED BY 33% TO 60% WITH EARLY DETECTION AND PROPER TREATMENT; AND

WHEREAS, IN REGARDS TO BOTH BENEFICIARIES OF MEDICAID AND MEDICARE, INSTITUTIONALIZATION AND COSTS COULD BE GREATLY REDUCED IF ACCURATE, ANNUAL OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENTS FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER ARE DONE; AND

WHEREAS, POPULATION STUDIES SHOW THAT APPROXIMATELY 2/3 OF INDIVIDUALS WITH MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT REPORT NO MEMORY PROBLEMS IF COGNITION IS SUBJECTIVELY ADDRESSED. ACCORDINGLY, WITHOUT ACCURATE, ANNUAL OBJECTIVE COGNITIVE ASSESSMENTS FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER, 2/3 OF PERSONS WITH MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT WILL CONTINUE TO PROGRESS TOWARDS DEMENTIA IF SUBJECTIVE COGNITIVE ASSESSMENT SATISFIES THE ANNUAL MEDICARE WELLNESS VISIT REQUIREMENTS; AND

WHEREAS, DOCTORS CURRENTLY BILL MEDICARE FOR AN OBJECTIVE COGNITIVE ASSESSMENT THAT IS OF SUFFICIENT ACCURACY TO BE APPROVED BY MEDICARE, AND THEREFORE THIS MEASURE WOULD NOT INTRODUCE NEW COSTS; AND 

WHEREAS, BY DETECTING MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT EARLY, AND THEREBY PREVENTING DEMENTIA OR MINIMIZING AN AVERAGE OF 7 YEARS OF DEMENTIA, THE POTENTIAL MEDICARE SAVINGS IN DIRECT, DEMENTIA-RELATED COSTS WOULD BE $10,000 PER AFFECTED MEDICARE BENEFICIARY PER YEAR AND $9,000 PER AFFECTED MEDICAID BENEFICIARY PER YEAR; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT MEDICARE PATIENTS AND MEDICAID PATIENTS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER BE OFFERED, AS PART OF THE ANNUAL WELLNESS VISIT PROVIDED BY THE FEDERAL PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, A VALID COGNITIVE ASSESSMENT THAT IS CAPABLE OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT AND NORMAL AGING, IN ORDER FOR THE CAUSES OF COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT TO BE DETECTED IN THEIR EARLIEST AND MOST TREATABLE STAGE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
RN1521846
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INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR TURNER

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

   SFP 6:  MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE: ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION MEDICATION.

     UNDER EXISTING LAW, COMMONLY KNOWN AS MEDICARE, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROVIDES HEALTH INSURANCE PROTECTION TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING MOST INDIVIDUALS OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE. THIS PROGRAM IS MANAGED BY THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES (CMS). EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES THE MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM AS A BENEFIT OF THE MEDICARE PROGRAM. UNDER EXISTING LAW, CMS APPROVES THE DRUG FORMULARIES FOR MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM POLICY PROVIDERS.

     THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD URGE CMS TO CONSIDER ADDING ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION MEDICATIONS AS AN ALLOWABLE DRUG IN THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

     VOTE:  MAJORITY.

     SFP 6:  RELATING TO MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

  WHEREAS, MALE SEXUAL HEALTH HAS TAKEN ON AN INCREASED IMPORTANCE AS THE UNITED STATES POPULATION AGES; AND

     WHEREAS, ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (ED) IS A PROBLEM REPORTED BY ONE IN FIVE MEN, AND THAT NUMBER INCREASES WITH AGE; AND

     WHEREAS, AN ESTIMATED 18,000,000 MEN HAVE ED; AND

     WHEREAS, THE LINK BETWEEN CHRONIC DISEASE AND ED IS MOST STRIKING FOR MEN WITH DIABETES. MEN WHO HAVE DIABETES ARE TWO TO THREE TIMES MORE LIKELY TO HAVE ED THAN MEN WHO DO NOT HAVE DIABETES; AND

     WHEREAS, ED CAN CAUSE STRESS, RELATIONSHIP ISSUES, AND LOW SELF-CONFIDENCE IN MILLIONS OF SENIORS; AND

     WHEREAS, GROWING OLDER SHOULD NOT MEAN THE END OF A MAN’S SEX LIFE, AS ED CAN BE TREATED AT ANY AGE; AND

     WHEREAS, MEDICARE DOES NOT INCLUDE ED MEDICATIONS AS AN ALLOWABLE DRUG; AND

     WHEREAS, THE MAJORITY OF PRIVATE INSURERS PROVIDE COMPLETE COVERAGE FOR ED MEDICATION. HOWEVER, THE TYPICAL PRESCRIPTION COSTS $125 “OUT OF POCKET” FOR THREE PILLS PER MONTH FOR A SENIOR ON MEDICARE PART D, WHICH IS CAUSING SENIORS TO DESPERATELY USE OUT-OF-COUNTRY, UNREGULATED, MAIL ORDER COMPANIES AS A SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM. REPORTS INDICATE THIS CAN BE VERY COSTLY FOR A QUESTIONABLE PILL; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

     RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES (CMS) CONSIDER ADDING ED MEDICATIONS AS AN ALLOWABLE DRUG IN THE MEDICARE PROGRAM; AND BE IT FURTHER

     RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

     RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
SENATE

HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE
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SP 7

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR MARTIN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 7:  TEMPORARY HOUSING OF MINOR RELATIVES IN SENIOR CITIZEN COMMUNITIES.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE UNRUH CIVIL RIGHTS ACT PROHIBITS BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS FROM DISCRIMINATING ON THE BASIS OF VARIOUS CRITERIA, INCLUDING AGE, AND THESE PROHIBITIONS APPLY TO THE SALE AND RENTAL OF HOUSING. EXISTING LAW PERMITS AGE RESTRICTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH HOUSING AND DEFINES SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING DEVELOPMENT, QUALIFYING RESIDENT, AND QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT FOR THESE PURPOSES. EXISTING LAW CREATES AN EXCEPTION TO THESE AGE RESTRICTIONS FOR A DISABLED OR INJURED CHILD OR GRANDCHILD OF A QUALIFYING RESIDENT OR QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE AN EXCEPTION TO THE AGE RESTRICTIONS DESCRIBED ABOVE FOR A PERMITTED TEMPORARY MINOR RESIDENT, TO BE DEFINED AS A MINOR FOR WHOM A PROBATE COURT OR JUVENILE COURT PLACEMENT IS PENDING AND WHO IS THE GRANDCHILD OR GREAT-GRANDCHILD OF A QUALIFYING RESIDENT OR A QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT. THE MEASURE WOULD FURTHER MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATION TO REQUIRE A WRITTEN CERTIFICATION TO BE MADE TO THE OWNER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OR GOVERNING BOARD THAT THE GRANDCHILD OR GREAT-GRANDCHILD IS CURRENTLY SUBJECT TO COURT PLACEMENT PROCEEDINGS AND LIMIT THE MINOR’S RESIDENCY TO 6 MONTHS OR UNTIL HIS OR HER PLACEMENT IS RESOLVED, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER, SUBJECT TO AN EXTENSION OF UP TO 6 MONTHS, AS SPECIFIED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 7:  RELATING TO SENIOR HOUSING

WHEREAS, THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY GRANDPARENTS RAISING GRANDCHILDREN (GRG) PROGRAM PROVIDES A UNIQUE COUNTY SERVICE FOR GRANDPARENTS WHO TAKE THEIR GRANDCHILDREN INTO THEIR HOME TO PROVIDE NURTURE AND SAFETY IN PLACE OF PARENTS, AND THAT PROGRAM RECEIVES MULTIPLE REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE EACH YEAR FROM GRANDPARENTS WHO RECEIVE EVICTION NOTICES FROM THEIR 55+ COMMUNITY BECAUSE THEY HAVE TAKEN CUSTODY OF THEIR GRANDCHILDREN; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE 2011 AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY BY THE UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU, THERE ARE 316,374 HOMES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA WHERE A GRANDPARENT IS HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD (MEANING THEY PROVIDE OVER 50 PERCENT OF ANNUAL SUPPORT) AND IN 73,082 (23 PERCENT) OF THOSE HOMES THE GRANDPARENT IS RAISING THE GRANDCHILDREN WITHOUT A PARENT PRESENT. IN THE 2009 SURVEY, THE NUMBER OF GRANDPARENTS RAISING THEIR GRANDCHILDREN WAS 70,124, SHOWING A 4 PERCENT GROWTH IN TWO YEARS. THIS GROWTH IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE AS OUR POPULATION AGES; AND 

WHEREAS, GRANDPARENTS AND OTHER RELATIVES ARE THE MOST STABLE PLACEMENT FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE SEPARATED FROM THEIR PARENTS; HOWEVER, IF SENIORS ARE LIVING IN 55+ COMMUNITIES, THEY ARE IN JEOPARDY OF EVICTION FROM THEIR HOMES IF THEY TAKE CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS LIVING IN 55+ COMMUNITIES POTENTIALLY MAY BECOME RESPONSIBLE FOR ONE OR MORE GRANDCHILDREN IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION. CURRENT RESTRICTIONS MAY FORCE GRANDPARENTS IN THIS SITUATION TO HIDE THEIR GRANDCHILDREN, LIMITING THE CHILD’S ACTIVITIES AND CAUSING DIMINISHED SELF-ESTEEM; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS NO LEGAL PROTECTION FOR CAREGIVING GRANDPARENTS LIVING IN 55+ COMMUNITIES; AND

WHEREAS, GRANDPARENTS LIVING IN A 55+ COMMUNITY WHO CHOOSE TO ACCEPT EMERGENCY PLACEMENT OF A GRANDCHILD IN THEIR HOMES MAY HAVE TO BREAK THEIR CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATION AND MAY FACE PENALTY FINES OR EVICTION; AND

WHEREAS, THE FAIR HOUSING COUNCIL OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY INVESTIGATED A COMPLAINT FROM A GRANDPARENT WITH AN EVICTION NOTICE AND ASSURED THE COMMUNITY THAT ALLOWING CHILDREN TO RESIDE IN THE COMMUNITY WOULD NOT HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGNATION AS A 55+ COMMUNITY; AND

WHEREAS, CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES HAS A PROCESS THAT PROVIDES SERVICES TO THE BIOLOGICAL PARENT FOR A SIX-MONTH PERIOD WITH A POSSIBLE EXTENSION OF SIX MONTHS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY CAN HAVE THE CHILDREN RETURNED AND RELIEVE THE GRANDPARENTS OF THE NEED TO HOUSE THE CHILDREN IN THEIR HOME; AND

WHEREAS, IF THE MINOR IS 17 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, HE OR SHE WOULD BE CONSIDERED AN ADULT AT 18 YEARS OF AGE WITHIN THE YEAR AND THE GRANDPARENT WOULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE HOUSING AND SUPERVISION. IF THE GRANDPARENT DECIDES TO PROVIDE FOR HIS OR HER 17-YEAR OLD GRANDCHILD, THE GRANDPARENT MUST RELINQUISH HIS OR HER HOME IN THE 55+ COMMUNITY AND BEAR THE FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THE TRANSITION BECAUSE OF THIS BRIEF PLACEMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THE RESTRICTION OF THE 55+ COMMUNITY MAY PROHIBIT THE EMERGENCY PLACEMENT OF THE CHILD, PARTICULARLY IN A CHILD PROTECTION CASE, RESULTING IN A NONRELATIVE FOSTER PLACEMENT; AND

WHEREAS, THE PREFERRED PLACEMENT IN A FAMILY CRISIS SITUATION IS WITH ANOTHER FAMILY MEMBER, OFTEN THE GRANDPARENT. STUDIES SHOW THAT CHILDREN RAISED IN A PLACEMENT WITH A FAMILY MEMBER HAVE A BETTER CHANCE OF COMPLETING THEIR EDUCATION AND SECURING SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT THAN THOSE RAISED IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM; AND

WHEREAS, THE INCREASE IN SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENCE FOR YOUTH PLACED WITH RELATIVES REDUCES THE FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN ON SOCIAL SERVICES LATER IN THEIR LIVES; AND

WHEREAS, FOSTER CARE COSTS MORE PUBLIC FUNDS THAN PLACEMENTS WITH RELATIVES. NATIONALLY, THE AVERAGE ANNUAL COST OF FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT IS $22,000 WHILE PLACEMENT WITH A GRANDPARENT OR OTHER FAMILY IS $4,000; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS NO CONSISTENT STATEWIDE POLICY PROVIDING TEMPORARY HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION ALLOWANCES FOR GRANDPARENTS WITH GRANDCHILDREN RESIDING IN 55+ COMMUNITIES; AND

WHEREAS, GRANDPARENTS BEING FORCED TO RELINQUISH THEIR HOMES RESULTS IN ABANDONMENT, SHORT SALES, AND UNMAINTAINED PROPERTIES AFFECTING PROPERTY VALUES IN THE COMMUNITY. THE GRACE PERIOD WILL PROVIDE A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTIES INVOLVED TO FACILITATE AN APPROPRIATE AND FISCALLY SOUND LIVING ARRANGEMENT FOR THE MINOR CHILD; AND

WHEREAS, IT IS NOT OUR INTENT TO ABROGATE THE DESIGNATION OF HOUSING FOR ADULTS 55 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER BY PERMANENT RESIDENCY OF A MINOR; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT SECTION 51.3 OF THE CIVIL CODE BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR PERMITTED TEMPORARY MINOR RESIDENCY IN SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING TO ALLOW RESIDENCY FOR A MINOR FOR WHOM A PROBATE COURT OR JUVENILE COURT PLACEMENT IS PENDING AND WHO IS THE GRANDCHILD OR GREAT-GRANDCHILD OF A QUALIFYING RESIDENT OR A QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT AND TO QUALIFY A PERMITTED TEMPORARY MINOR RESIDENT, THE QUALIFYING RESIDENT OR QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT MUST CERTIFY IN WRITING TO THE OWNER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OR GOVERNING BOARD THAT THE GRANDCHILD OR GREAT-GRANDCHILD IS CURRENTLY SUBJECT TO COURT PLACEMENT PROCEEDINGS AND THE PERMITTED TEMPORARY MINOR RESIDENT SHALL BE ENTITLED TO RESIDENCY FOR SIX MONTHS OR UNTIL HIS OR HER PLACEMENT IS RESOLVED, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER. IF THE PLACEMENT OF THE PERMITTED TEMPORARY MINOR RESIDENT IS NOT RESOLVED WITHIN SIX MONTHS, THE QUALIFYING RESIDENT OR QUALIFIED PERMANENT RESIDENT MAY REQUEST, AND UPON REQUEST SHALL BE GRANTED, AN ADDITIONAL RESIDENCY OF SIX MONTHS OR UNTIL THE MINOR’S PLACEMENT IS RESOLVED, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521850

SP 9

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR KAGAN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 9:  KAGAN. TRAFFIC SAFETY: VISION ZERO.

EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES THE CALIFORNIA TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAM, WHICH CONSISTS OF A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN CONFORMITY WITH THE LAWS OF THIS STATE TO REDUCE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS AND DEATHS, INJURIES, AND PROPERTY DAMAGE RESULTING FROM ACCIDENTS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A STATEWIDE VISION ZERO INITIATIVE WITH THE GOAL OF ELIMINATING ALL TRAFFIC-RELATED FATALITIES BY 2025.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SP 9:  RELATING TO TRAFFIC SAFETY 

WHEREAS, EACH YEAR, ABOUT 500 PEDESTRIANS AND 500 BICYCLISTS ARE EITHER KILLED OR SERIOUSLY INJURED IN TRAFFIC COLLISIONS IN SAN DIEGO ALONE; AND

WHEREAS, RESIDENTS OF DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES ARE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TO TRAFFIC COLLISIONS AND ARE 10 TIMES MORE LIKELY TO BE HIT THAN PEOPLE IN OTHER COMMUNITIES; AND

WHEREAS, YOUTH AND OLDER ADULTS ARE ALSO MORE LIKELY TO BE VICTIMS OF TRAFFIC COLLISIONS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY GROUPS, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION ADVOCATES, BUSINESS INTERESTS, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS, BELIEVE THAT ANY LOSS OF LIFE ON OUR STREETS IS UNACCEPTABLE; AND

WHEREAS, UNLIKE TRADITIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, WHICH MAKE ROAD USERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY, THE VISION ZERO CAMPAIGN PLACES THE MAIN BURDEN FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY ON SYSTEM DESIGN IN ORDER TO PREVENT SERIOUS INJURIES AND DEATHS CAUSED BY TRAFFIC COLLISIONS; AND

WHEREAS, A NUMBER OF MAJOR AMERICAN CITIES, INCLUDING SAN FRANCISCO, NEW YORK CITY, AND MIAMI, HAVE ALREADY ADOPTED VISION ZERO CAMPAIGNS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A STATEWIDE VISION ZERO CAMPAIGN BE ADOPTED, WITH THE GOAL OF ELIMINATING ALL TRAFFIC-RELATED FATALITIES BY 2025; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521817
      SP 10

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR KAGAN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 10:  PUBLIC TRANSIT: STATEWIDE SENIOR PASSES.

EXISTING LAW PROVIDES THAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS SHOULD BE DESIGNED AND OPERATED IN A MANNER THAT BEST UTILIZES THE EFFICIENCIES OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE TOTAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM OF THE STATE AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE, INCLUDING THE ELDERLY. EXISTING LAW ENCOURAGES ALL OPERATORS TO ESTABLISH MAXIMUM COORDINATION OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, FARES, TRANSFER PRIVILEGES, AND ALL OTHER RELATED MATTERS FOR THE OVERALL IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. EXISTING LAW ESTABLISHES THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT IN THE STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND AND REQUIRES THE FUNDS IN THE ACCOUNT TO BE USED ONLY FOR TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND MASS TRANSPORTATION PURPOSES.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO REQUIRE A TRANSIT OPERATOR TO HONOR, WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE, A MONTHLY SENIOR TRANSIT PASS ISSUED BY ANY OTHER TRANSIT OPERATOR IN THE STATE. THIS MEASURE WOULD FURTHER MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION A CALIFORNIA MOBILITY CENTER, REPRESENTED BY ONE PERSON FROM EVERY CITY IN THE STATE THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE, TO ADMINISTER THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED REQUIREMENT AND TO MAXIMIZE COORDINATION OF ALL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES TO SENIORS. 

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 10: RELATING TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

WHEREAS, THE RECESSION AND ROCKY RECOVERY HAVE LEFT FEW HOUSEHOLDS UNSCATHED, BUT OLDER AMERICANS LIVING ON A FIXED OR MODERATE INCOME HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY HARD HIT; AND

WHEREAS, DESPITE THE DIFFICULT ECONOMIC CLIMATE, OLDER AMERICANS ARE STILL TRAVELING AND THE KEY TO SAVINGS IN TRAVEL IS PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION; AND

WHEREAS, IN 2012, AMERICANS TOOK OVER 10 BILLION TRIPS ON PUBLIC TRANSIT FOR MORE THAN 50 BILLION PASSENGER MILES TRAVELED FOR THE SEVENTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR; AND

WHEREAS, ACCORDING TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION, FOUR OUT OF FIVE AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION DELIVERS AFFORDABLE MOBILITY AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL, WHILE THREE OUT OF FOUR FAVOR USING TAX DOLLARS TO FUND MORE PUBLIC TRANSIT; AND

WHEREAS, ALL SENIORS WOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRAVEL MORE BY EXPANDING THEIR ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION REQUIRE A TRANSIT OPERATOR TO HONOR, WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE, A MONTHLY SENIOR TRANSIT PASS ISSUED BY ANY OTHER TRANSIT OPERATOR IN THE STATE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A CALIFORNIA MOBILITY CENTER, REPRESENTED BY ONE PERSON FROM EVERY CITY IN THE STATE THAT CHOOSES TO PARTICIPATE, BE ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO ADMINISTER THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED REQUIREMENT AND TO MAXIMIZE COORDINATION OF ALL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES TO SENIORS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1522606  
SP 13

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR SERRIN

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 13:  VETERANS HOUSING: AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING

EXISTING LAW, THE VETERANS HOUSING AND HOMELESS PREVENTION ACT OF 2014 (VHHPA), REQUIRES THE CALIFORNIA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY, THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO ESTABLISH AND IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, AND PRESERVATION OF MULTIFAMILY SUPPORTIVE HOUSING, AFFORDABLE TRANSITIONAL HOUSING, AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING, OR RELATED FACILITIES FOR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES, AS SPECIFIED. EXISTING LAW, THE VETERANS HOUSING AND HOMELESS PREVENTION BOND ACT OF 2014 (BOND ACT), AUTHORIZES THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $600,000,000, AS SPECIFIED, FOR EXPENDITURE BY THESE DEPARTMENTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADMINISTERING THE VHHPA. THE BOND ACT AUTHORIZES THE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND ITS PROVISIONS BY A MAJORITY VOTE FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE PURPOSE OF FURTHERING OVERALL PROGRAM GOALS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ESTABLISH A RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AS PART OF THE VHHPA AND REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO COORDINATE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING FOR VETERANS WITH EXISTING STATE AND FEDERAL VETERANS SERVICES AND PROVIDE FULLY DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, AS SPECIFIED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 13:  RELATING TO VETERANS HOUSING

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA HAS THE LARGEST NUMBER OF VETERANS AND HOMELESS VETERANS OF ANY STATE; AND

WHEREAS, AN ESTIMATED 2 MILLION VETERANS LIVE IN CALIFORNIA, OF WHICH 16,000 ARE HOMELESS AND PRESENTLY LIVING IN POVERTY, EMERGENCY SHELTERS, TRANSITIONAL HOUSING, OR UNSHELTERED PLACES ON THE STREETS; AND

WHEREAS, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 20 TO 30 PERCENT OF THE HOMELESS VETERAN POPULATION IN CALIFORNIA ARE SENIOR VETERANS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY OF CALIFORNIA’S HOMELESS VETERANS, INCLUDING THOSE WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR II, THE KOREAN WAR, AND THE VIETNAM WAR, ARE PRESENTLY “AGING OUT” AND IN NEED OF PRIORITY ASSISTANCE; AND

WHEREAS, HOMELESS VETERANS EXPERIENCE GREATER DIFFICULTIES IN ACCESSING EXISTING GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES DUE TO VARIOUS CONSTRAINTS RELATED TO THE LACK OF AWARENESS OF THESE PROGRAMS; AND

WHEREAS, THE VETERANS HOUSING AND HOMELESS PREVENTION BOND ACT OF 2014, ENACTED BY ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 639 OF THE 2013–14 REGULAR SESSION AND APPROVED BY THE VOTERS AT THE JUNE 3, 2014, STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION, REPURPOSED $600,000,000 IN BOND PROCEEDS DESIGNATED TO HELP VETERANS PURCHASE SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES, MOBILEHOMES, AND FARMS, THAT WERE UNDERUTILIZED DUE TO ECONOMIC CONDITIONS; AND

WHEREAS, FOR MOST LOW-INCOME VETERANS, PURCHASING A HOME IS GENERALLY NOT A VIABLE OPTION AND, AS A RESULT, CURRENTLY AVAILABLE HOME PURCHASE FUNDING IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE UNDERUTILIZED; AND

WHEREAS, LOW-INCOME VETERANS NEED ADDITIONAL ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE; AND

WHEREAS, A RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS WOULD PROVIDE CALIFORNIA VETERANS WITH ACCESS TO ADDED RENTAL HOUSING MADE AVAILABLE PURSUANT TO THE VETERANS HOUSING AND HOMELESS PREVENTION ACT OF 2014, ENACTED BY ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 639 OF THE 2013–14 REGULAR SESSION; AND

WHEREAS, ESTABLISHING A RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO COORDINATE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, FULLY FUNDED VETERANS HOUSING WITH EXISTING STATE AND FEDERAL SERVICES WOULD PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR VETERANS, INCLUDING THOSE THAT ARE HOMELESS, ELDERLY, OR DISABLED, TO LIVE INDEPENDENTLY AND REDUCE THE NUMBER OF HOMELESS VETERANS IN THIS STATE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THERE BE ESTABLISHED A SPECIFIC, FULLY DEVELOPED, AND AUTHORIZED RENTAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM UTILIZING ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 639 FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION, CONSISTENT WITH THE FEDERAL SECTION 8 AND VETERANS AFFAIRS SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAMS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS COORDINATE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING FOR VETERANS WITH EXISTING STATE AND FEDERAL VETERANS SERVICES; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PROVIDE FULLY DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN THE ANNUAL CALIFORNIA VETERANS RESOURCE BOOK; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521814

SFP 5

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR STEIR

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 5:  PUBLIC HOUSING PRIORITY FOR SENIOR VETERANS.

EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, THE UNITED STATES HOUSING ACT OF 1937, AUTHORIZES THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) TO ENTER INTO ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS CONTRACTS WITH LOCAL PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCIES. UNDER EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, A PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCY PROVIDES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO LOW-INCOME FAMILIES AND SINGLE PERSONS WHO ARE ELDERLY, DISABLED, DISPLACED, OR THE LAST REMAINING MEMBER OF A TENANT FAMILY, AS SPECIFIED. EXISTING FEDERAL LAW ALSO AUTHORIZES HUD TO SET ASIDE SPECIFIED FUNDS FOR A HOUSING PROGRAM TO BENEFIT HOMELESS VETERANS, AS SPECIFIED.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD GIVE PREFERENCE FOR FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUSING ASSISTANCE TO ELIGIBLE SENIOR VETERANS WHO WERE HONORABLY DISCHARGED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SFP 5:  RELATING TO PUBLIC HOUSING 

WHEREAS, MANY SENIORS AND LOW-INCOME FAMILIES APPLY FOR FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUSING ASSISTANCE EVERY YEAR AND PUBLIC HOUSING IS OFTEN ASSIGNED THROUGH A LOTTERY SYSTEM; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEMAND FOR PUBLIC HOUSING ASSISTANCE OFTEN EXCEEDS THE LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD), RESULTING IN WAITLISTS WITH LONG WAITING PERIODS; AND

WHEREAS, ONE OF THE POLICIES OF THE HOUSING ACT IS TO PROMOTE THE GOAL OF PROVIDING DECENT AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR ALL CITIZENS; AND

WHEREAS, SENIOR VETERANS HAVE MADE MANY SACRIFICES TO SECURE OUR WAY OF LIFE, OUR LIBERTIES, OUR RIGHTS, AND THOSE OF OTHERS, BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD; AND

WHEREAS, SENIOR VETERANS HAVE SERVED OUR NATION HONORABLY IN CONFLICTS AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING WORLD WAR II, THE KOREAN WAR, THE VIETNAM WAR, AND THE PERSIAN GULF WAR; AND

WHEREAS, IN 2009, HUD AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) ESTIMATED THAT SENIOR VETERANS ARE MORE THAN THREE TIMES MORE LIKELY TO FACE HOMELESSNESS THAN SENIOR NONVETERANS; AND

WHEREAS, IN 2012, HUD ESTIMATED THAT MORE THAN 10 PERCENT OF HOMELESS VETERANS WERE 62 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER; AND

WHEREAS, IN 2014, HUD ESTIMATED THAT 49,933 VETERANS ARE HOMELESS ON ANY GIVEN NIGHT; AND

WHEREAS, PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA SET A GOAL TO END VETERAN HOMELESSNESS BY 2015; AND

WHEREAS, UNDER EXISTING FEDERAL LAW, THERE ARE SPECIFIED AMOUNTS OF FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE FOR A HOUSING PROGRAM MANAGED JOINTLY BY HUD AND THE VA TO BENEFIT SPECIFIED HOMELESS VETERANS; AND

WHEREAS, ELIGIBLE SENIORS WHO ARE HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS SHOULD BE GIVEN PREFERENCE FOR FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUSING FOR BOTH THE LOTTERY SYSTEMS AND WAITLISTS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT LEGISLATION BE ENACTED THAT ESTABLISHES PREFERENCE FOR HONORABLY DISCHARGED SENIOR VETERANS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUSING; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
SENATE

SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SERVICES
COMMITTEE

RN1521826

SP 11

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR HOWK 

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER CAVE)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 11:  UNDUE INFLUENCE.

EXISTING LAW PROHIBITS THE USE OF UNDUE INFLUENCE AND ESTABLISHES PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS UNABLE TO RESIST UNDUE INFLUENCE IN VARIOUS AREAS OF THE LAW, INCLUDING WILLS, TRUSTS, AND CONSERVATORSHIPS. EXISTING LAW PROVIDES THAT A PROVISION OF AN INSTRUMENT MAKING A DONATIVE TRANSFER TO SPECIFIED PERSONS, INCLUDING THE PERSON WHO DRAFTED THE INSTRUMENT, IS PRESUMED TO BE THE PRODUCT OF FRAUD OR UNDUE INFLUENCE, BUT THE PRESUMPTION MAY BE REBUTTED BY PROVING, BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, THAT THE DONATIVE TRANSFER WAS NOT THE PRODUCT OF FRAUD OR UNDUE INFLUENCE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION THAT THE CREATION OF, OR CHANGES TO, A PERSON’S ESTATE PLAN, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, A WILL, TRUST, TRANSFERS OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY, INCLUDING NONPROBATE TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY, POWER OF ATTORNEY, OR ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE, WITHIN A YEAR OF THE DATE OF DEATH OF A PERSON OR AFTER A DIAGNOSIS OF A TERMINAL CONDITION FOR A PERSON, WAS PROCURED BY UNDUE INFLUENCE, AND THAT THIS PRESUMPTION MAY BE REBUTTED BY PROVING, BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE, THAT THERE WAS NO UNDUE INFLUENCE.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SP 11:  RELATING TO UNDUE INFLUENCE 

WHEREAS, IT IS A COMMON OCCURRENCE THAT A SENIOR OR A PERSON SUFFERING FROM A FATAL DISEASE CHANGES HIS OR HER ESTATE PLAN TO TRANSFER REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN THE YEAR PRECEDING HIS OR HER DEATH OR AFTER HE OR SHE HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED AS BEING TERMINAL, NEAR DEATH, OR HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED AS BEING IN THE EARLY STAGES OF DEMENTIA; 

WHEREAS, THESE CHANGES ARE USUALLY MADE TO BENEFIT A SINGLE FAMILY MEMBER, CAREGIVER, OR A NEW FRIEND;

WHEREAS, THESE CHANGES OFTEN DEVIATE FROM THE LONG ESTABLISHED ESTATE PLANS BECAUSE ANOTHER PERSON IS USING HIS OR HER INFLUENCE OVER THE SENIOR OR PERSON SUFFERING FROM A FATAL DISEASE TO MAKE THOSE CHANGES AND A PERSON’S ABILITY TO RESIST UNDUE INFLUENCE MAY NOT BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT;

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION THAT THE CREATION OF, OR CHANGES TO, A PERSON’S ESTATE PLAN, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, A WILL, TRUST, TRANSFERS OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY, INCLUDING NONPROBATE TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY, POWER OF ATTORNEY, OR ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE, WITHIN A YEAR OF THE DATE OF DEATH OF A PERSON OR AFTER A DIAGNOSIS OF A TERMINAL CONDITION FOR A PERSON, WAS PROCURED BY UNDUE INFLUENCE, AND THAT THIS PRESUMPTION MAY BE REBUTTED BY PROVING, BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE, THAT THERE WAS NO UNDUE INFLUENCE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.


RN1521822
     SFP 1

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR ALDERSON

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 1:   UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PROVIDES OUTREACH AND READJUSTMENT COUNSELING SERVICES FOR VETERANS TO ADDRESS MILITARY-RELATED PROBLEMS, SUCH AS POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER, EDUCATION, AND HOMELESSNESS, AMONG OTHERS, WHICH AFFECT FUNCTIONING WITHIN THE FAMILY, WORK, OR OTHER AREAS OF EVERYDAY LIFE. THE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES THESE SERVICES THROUGH COMMUNITY-BASED CENTERS LOCATED IN ALL 50 STATES, KNOWN AS VET CENTERS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO IDENTIFY AND ACKNOWLEDGE VETERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN WEAPONS TESTING PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS, AND TO DEDICATE SERVICES SPECIFICALLY TO ASSIST THOSE VETERANS.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SFP 1:  RELATING TO MILITARY AND VETERANS

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) HAS NEVER ACKNOWLEDGED THE EXISTENCE OF VARIOUS WEAPONS TESTING PROGRAMS OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS OR IDENTIFIED THE VETERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THEM; AND

WHEREAS, THE VA DOES NOT HAVE A PROGRAM OR SERVICE THAT PROVIDES BENEFITS SPECIFICALLY FOR VETERANS WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN WEAPONS TESTING PROGRAMS OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS, INCLUDING THE TESTING OF NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, CHEMICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, OR PHARMACEUTICAL WEAPONS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY VETERANS WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN WEAPONS TESTING OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS WERE ORDERED TO PARTICIPATE BY THEIR SUPERIORS AND WERE UNAWARE OF THE POTENTIAL HEALTH HAZARDS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY OF THESE TESTS AND OPERATIONS WERE HIGHLY CLASSIFIED AND THE PARTICIPANTS WHO KNEW ABOUT THE TESTING OR OPERATIONS WERE SWORN TO SECRECY UNDER THE PENALTY OF PROSECUTION; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS NOT FULFILLED ITS OBLIGATION TO HELP THESE VETERANS IDENTIFY THE CAUSES OF THEIR PERSISTENT PHYSICAL AND HEALTH-RELATED PROBLEMS THAT CONTINUE TO AFFECT THEIR EVERYDAY LIFE; AND

WHEREAS, THESE VETERANS NEED MEDICAL CARE, COUNSELING, AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BUT HAVE NO ONE WHO CAN ASSIST THEM WITH THEIR UNIQUE PLIGHT; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS IDENTIFY AND ACKNOWLEDGE, AND DEDICATE SERVICES SPECIFICALLY TO ASSIST, VETERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN WEAPONS TESTING PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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SFP 3

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR LEPEILBET

(COAUTHOR: SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER PEREIRA)

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 3:  BATAAN DEATH MARCH VETERANS COMMEMORATION DAY.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE UNITED STATES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ANNUALLY RECOGNIZES APRIL 9 AS NATIONAL FORMER PRISONER OF WAR DAY.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDITIONALLY RECOGNIZE APRIL 9 AS A DAY FOR APPRECIATION OF THE VETERANS OF THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH, AND AS A MEMORIAM OF THE DECEASED.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SFP 3:  RELATING TO VETERANS

WHEREAS, ON APRIL 9, 1942, DURING WORLD WAR II, THE JAPANESE ARMY FORCED 78,000 AMERICAN AND FILIPINO SOLDIERS TO MARCH 82 MILES FROM BATAAN TO CAMP O’DONNELL; AND

WHEREAS, THE SOLDIERS ENDURED BRUTAL CONDITIONS AND SUFFERED HEINOUS WAR CRIMES ALONG THE MARCH; AND

WHEREAS, APPROXIMATELY 10,000 SOLDIERS, BOTH AMERICAN AND FILIPINO, LOST THEIR LIVES DURING THE MARCH; AND

WHEREAS, THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH WAS THE GREATEST LOSS OF AMERICAN AND FILIPINO PRISONERS OF WAR DURING WORLD WAR II; AND

WHEREAS, MANY SURVIVORS WERE FORCED TO LABOR IN PRISON CAMPS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND JAPAN WHILE PRISONERS OF WAR; AND

WHEREAS, CALIFORNIA AND THE NATION OWES A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO THE SOLDIERS WHO GAVE UP THEIR FREEDOM AND PERISHED IN SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY TO PRESERVE OUR FREEDOMS AND OUR LIVES; AND

WHEREAS, KNOWLEDGE OF THIS HISTORIC EVENT IS PASSING OUT OF LIVING MEMORY AS SURVIVORS PASS AWAY; AND

WHEREAS, THE SACRIFICES MADE BY AMERICAN AND FILIPINO VETERANS DURING THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH HAVE RECEIVED LITTLE RECOGNITION; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ANNUALLY RECOGNIZES APRIL 9 AS NATIONAL FORMER PRISONER OF WAR DAY; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A DAY BE SET ASIDE FOR APPRECIATION OF THE VETERANS OF THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH, AND A MEMORIAM OF THE DECEASED; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT APRIL 9, 2016, AND APRIL 9 OF EACH YEAR BE DESIGNATED AND COMMEMORATED AS BATAAN DEATH MARCH VETERANS COMMEMORATION DAY; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
SENATE

STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

COMMITTEE
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SP 1

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR PEABODY

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 1:  NOTARIZED DOCUMENTS: EXECUTION BY PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, AN ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE EXECUTED BY A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY MUST BE WITNESSED BY AN OMBUDSMAN OR PATIENT ADVOCATE DESIGNATED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE A DOCUMENT EXECUTED BY A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY THAT REQUIRES A CERTIFICATION OR AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT TAKEN BY A NOTARY PUBLIC ALSO BE WITNESSED BY A PATIENT ADVOCATE OR OMBUDSMAN.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SP 1:  RELATING TO NOTARIZED DOCUMENTS EXECUTED BY A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

WHEREAS, A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY IS VULNERABLE TO INCIDENTS OF FINANCIAL ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY WHO SIGNS A POWER OF ATTORNEY OR OTHER DOCUMENT REQUIRING A JURAT, WHICH IS A SIGNED AND DATED CERTIFICATE OF PARTIES PRESENT, OR ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF A NOTARY PUBLIC MAY HAVE ONLY HIS OR HER IDENTITY VERIFIED, BUT THE NOTARY PUBLIC IS NOT PRIVY TO MEDICAL RECORDS OF THE PATIENT, DOES NOT HAVE INFORMATION REGARDING THE PATIENT’S CAPACITY TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS, AND DOES NOT HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT A THIRD PERSON WHO MAY HAVE REQUESTED THE SERVICES OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC; AND

WHEREAS, AN OMBUDSMAN OR PATIENT ADVOCATE IS KNOWN TO AND KNOWS THE PATIENT, HAS ACCESS TO THE PATIENT’S MEDICAL RECORDS TO DETERMINE IF THE PATIENT HAS THE CAPACITY TO EXECUTE A POWER OF ATTORNEY OR OTHER DOCUMENT, AND HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE FAMILY HISTORY OF THE PATIENT; AND

WHEREAS, THE OMBUDSMAN’S OR PATIENT ADVOCATE’S WITNESSING AND BEING PRESENT FOR THE EXECUTION OF NOTARIZED DOCUMENTS CAN HELP DETER POSSIBLE CRIMINAL ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN A PATIENT’S ASSETS; AND

WHEREAS, THERE IS A CRITICAL NEED FOR PATIENTS IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY TO BE PROTECTED FROM FINANCIAL ELDER ABUSE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT A DOCUMENT EXECUTED BY A PATIENT IN A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY FOR WHICH A JURAT IS TO BE EXECUTED OR AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT TAKEN BY A NOTARY PUBLIC, TO BE EFFECTIVE, SHALL BE WITNESSED BY A PATIENT ADVOCATE OR OMBUDSMAN DESIGNATED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
RN1521841

SP 2

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR STEIR

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SP 2:  STEIR. BUILDING STANDARDS: STAIRCASE HANDRAILS.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, BUILDINGS, RESIDENCES, AND DWELLINGS ARE SUBJECT TO VARIOUS CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS. EXISTING LAW EXEMPTS CERTAIN STRUCTURES FROM THOSE STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS IF THE STRUCTURES WERE CONSTRUCTED BEFORE A SPECIFIC DATE.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE ALL PUBLIC STAIRCASES TO BE EQUIPPED WITH HANDRAILS, WITHOUT EXCEPTION.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SP 2:  RELATING TO BUILDING STANDARDS 

WHEREAS, THERE ARE MANY PUBLIC BUILDINGS SUBJECT TO AN EXEMPTION FROM THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODES STANDARDS THAT REQUIRE HANDRAILS IN STAIRCASES; AND

WHEREAS, PUBLIC BUILDINGS WITH STAIRCASES THAT LACK ADEQUATE HANDRAILS INCLUDE MANY PROMINENT SPORTS VENUES, SUCH AS THE OAKLAND COLISEUM AND AT&T PARK IN SAN FRANCISCO; AND

WHEREAS, FALLING DOWN STAIRS IS A MAJOR CAUSE OF INJURY, AND SOMETIMES DEATH, ESPECIALLY AMONG SENIORS; AND

WHEREAS, SENIORS ARE AT GREAT RISK OF FALLING DOWN STAIRCASES THAT LACK HANDRAILS; AND

WHEREAS, PUBLIC STAIRWAYS WITHOUT HANDRAILS CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC SAFETY HAZARD; AND

WHEREAS, HANDRAILS SHOULD BE INSTALLED IN ALL STAIRCASES, REGARDLESS OF WHEN THE STAIRWAYS WERE FIRST BUILT; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT LEGISLATION AND REFORMS BE ENACTED THAT WOULD REQUIRE ALL STAIRCASES IN BUILDINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC TO BE EQUIPPED WITH HANDRAILS WITHOUT EXCEPTION; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

RN1521819
SFP 4

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR WINSLOW

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 4:  SOCIAL SECURITY.

UNDER THE FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY ACT, A PERSON WHO IS NOT A UNITED STATES CITIZEN AND WHO IS OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES MAY RECEIVE MONTHLY BENEFITS UNDER THE ACT IN SPECIFIED CONDITIONS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ENCOURAGE THE MEXICAN SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM TO MAKE PAYMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THOSE PROVISIONS OF THE FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.

VOTE:  MAJORITY.

SFP 4:  RELATING TO SOCIAL SECURITY

WHEREAS, UNDER THE FEDERAL SOCIAL SECURITY ACT (42 U.S.C. SEC. 301 ET SEQ.), A PERSON WHO IS NOT A UNITED STATES CITIZEN AND WHO IS OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES MAY RECEIVE MONTHLY BENEFITS UNDER THE ACT UNDER SPECIFIED CONDITIONS; AND

WHEREAS, THE MEXICAN SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM HAS GIVEN ASSURANCE THAT UNITED STATES CITIZENS OTHERWISE QUALIFIED FOR BENEFITS UNDER ITS SYSTEM COULD RECEIVE BENEFITS CONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 402(t) OF TITLE 42 OF THE UNITED STATES CODE; AND

WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION IS PRESENTLY PAYING BENEFITS TO QUALIFIED CITIZENS OF MEXICO WHO ARE NOT PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES; AND

WHEREAS, UNITED STATES CITIZENS WHO HAVE WORKED IN MEXICO, WHO, WITH THEIR EMPLOYERS, HAVE PAID INTO THE MEXICAN SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM THE REQUIRED 40 OR MORE QUARTERS, WHO HAVE REACHED 65 YEARS OF AGE, AND WHO HAVE REQUESTED TO RECEIVE THE PENSION BENEFITS AS SET FORTH UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MEXICAN SOCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAM HAVE BEEN DENIED THOSE BENEFITS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGE THE MEXICAN SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM (“INSTITUTO MEXICANO DEL SEGURO SOCIAL”) TO MAKE PAYMENTS TO UNITED STATES CITIZENS WHO ARE QUALIFIED UNDER THE SYSTEM BUT WHO ARE OUTSIDE MEXICO, WITHOUT REGARD TO THE DURATION OF THEIR ABSENCE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

RN1521806
SFP 7

INTRODUCED BY SENIOR SENATOR CERVANTES

Legislative Counsel’s Digest

SFP 7:  CONSUMER PROTECTION: TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENT DISCLAIMERS AND DISCLOSURES.

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION REGULATES INTERSTATE AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS BY RADIO, TELEVISION, WIRE, SATELLITE, AND CABLE IN ALL 50 STATES, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. EXISTING LAW REQUIRES THE TRANSMISSION OF COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS BY CABLE OPERATORS AND TELEVISION BROADCAST STATIONS TO MEET CERTAIN LOUDNESS REQUIREMENTS. EXISTING LAW PROHIBITS A CABLE OPERATOR FROM AIRING MORE THAN 10.5 MINUTES OF COMMERCIAL MATTER PER HOUR DURING CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING ON WEEKENDS, OR MORE THAN 12 MINUTES OF COMMERCIAL MATTER PER HOUR ON WEEKDAYS.

THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD REQUIRE PRINTED DISCLOSURES AND DISCLAIMERS OF TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENTS TARGETED AT SENIOR CITIZENS TO BE PRINTED IN THE SAME SIZE FONT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE ADVERTISEMENT AND IN A LARGE PRINT SIZE, AND FOR THE DISCLOSURES AND DISCLAIMERS TO REMAIN IN VIEW FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE ADVERTISEMENT.

VOTE:  MAJORITY. 

SFP 7:  RELATING TO CONSUMER PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, MANY TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENTS ARE DIRECTED AT SENIOR CITIZENS FOR VARIOUS TYPES OF GOODS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING HEALTH CARE, CAR LOANS, REVERSE MORTGAGES, HOME REPAIR, AND WALK-IN BATHTUBS; AND

WHEREAS, MANY OLDER CALIFORNIANS ARE HARD OF HEARING, HAVE POOR EYESIGHT, AND MAY NOT BE AS ALERT AS THEY ONCE WERE, LEAVING THEM VULNERABLE TO THE UNSCRUPULOUS, WHICH COULD RESULT IN ELDER ABUSE; AND

WHEREAS, THE FEDERAL CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU (CFPB) CONDUCTED A STUDY WITH OLDER HOMEOWNERS REGARDING ADVERTISEMENTS FOR REVERSE MORTGAGES AND FOUND THAT THOSE OLDER HOMEOWNERS WERE GIVEN THE FALSE IMPRESSION BY THE ADVERTISEMENTS THAT A REVERSE MORTGAGE WAS A GOVERNMENT BENEFIT AND THAT A REVERSE MORTGAGE ENSURES CONSUMERS CAN STAY IN THEIR HOMES; AND

WHEREAS, THE CFPB REPORTED THAT ABOUT 10 PERCENT OF SENIOR CITIZENS WHO TAKE OUT REVERSE MORTGAGES END UP DEFAULTING ON THE REVERSE MORTGAGES, WHICH IS DOUBLE THE RATE OF A CONVENTIONAL HOME MORTGAGE, AND THAT SOME SENIOR CITIZENS CAN LOSE THEIR HOMES DUE TO A REVERSE MORTGAGE; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR SENATE AND THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT BOTH PRINTED DISCLOSURES AND DISCLAIMERS IN TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENTS TARGETED AT SENIORS BE REQUIRED TO BE PRINTED IN THE SAME SIZE FONT THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE ADVERTISEMENT AND IN A LARGE PRINT SIZE, AND FOR THE DISCLOSURES AND DISCLAIMERS TO REMAIN IN VIEW FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE ADVERTISEMENT; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES ON AGING, AND TO EACH SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA IN THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.
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