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INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER BRANSON
(COAUTHOR: ASSEMBLY MEMBER KROHN)
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
AP 15:  PUBLIC SAFETY: TAXICABS AND PASSENGER VEHICLES FOR HIRE: SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, EVERY CITY OR COUNTY IS REQUIRED TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION IN REGARD TO TAXICAB TRANSPORTATION SERVICE AND TO ESTABLISH VARIOUS POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDING TAXICAB TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. EXISTING LAW, THE PASSENGER CHARTER-PARTY CARRIERS’ ACT, PROVIDES FOR THE REGULATION BY THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF CHARTER-PARTY CARRIERS OF PASSENGERS, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES, WHICH ARE DEFINED AS CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS THAT, USING AN ONLINE-ENABLED APPLICATION OR PLATFORM, CONNECT PASSENGERS WITH DRIVERS USING A PERSONAL VEHICLE, AND ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE REGULATION BY THE COMMISSION OF LIMOUSINE-FOR-HIRE SERVICES.
THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A VOLUNTARY SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM, AS SPECIFIED, THAT WOULD PROVIDE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION IN VARIOUS SKILLS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE THE SAFE TRANSPORTATION OF ELDERLY PASSENGERS BY DRIVERS OF FOR-PROFIT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES, LIMOUSINE-FOR-HIRE SERVICES, AND TAXICAB TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. THE MEASURE WOULD FURTHER MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE THAT THIS PROGRAM BE SUPPORTED THROUGH FEES PAID BY THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THE TRAININGS.

VOTE MAJORITY.
AP 15: RELATING TO TAXICAB AND FOR-HIRE PASSENGER VEHICLE SAFETY

WHEREAS, THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE PROJECTS THAT THE ELDERLY POPULATION OF THE STATE WILL INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN 2010 AND 2060, WITH THE POPULATION OF INDIVIDUALS 65 TO 74 YEARS OF AGE, INCLUSIVE, INCREASING BY 140 PERCENT; 75 TO 84 YEARS OF AGE, INCLUSIVE, INCREASING BY 203 PERCENT; AND 85 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER INCREASING BY 316 PERCENT; AND
WHEREAS, DUE TO AGE-RELATED DISABILITIES, MANY SENIORS, ESPECIALLY THOSE 75 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER, NO LONGER DRIVE; AND
WHEREAS, VARIOUS FOR-PROFIT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES, LIMOUSINE-FOR-HIRE SERVICES, AND TAXICAB TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION FOR NONDRIVING SENIORS IN CALIFORNIA, IN MANY CASES WITHOUT SPECIALIZED TRAINING ON THE NEEDS AND THE HEALTH AND DISABILITY ISSUES OF THE SENIOR POPULATION; AND
WHEREAS, SENIOR RIDERS USING THESE SERVICES ARE LIKELY TO NEED A HIGHER LEVEL OF CARE AND ASSISTANCE FROM THEIR DRIVERS THAN YOUNGER OR HEALTHIER RIDERS; AND
WHEREAS, BY OBTAINING A SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE, A DRIVER WOULD LIKELY ENCOURAGE MORE RIDERS TO FEEL CONFIDENT IN USING THE DRIVER’S SERVICE; AND
WHEREAS, SENIOR RIDERS USING A CERTIFIED SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER WOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE A SAFE AND COMFORTABLE RIDING EXPERIENCE, THUS ENHANCING THEIR ABILITY TO ACCESS GOODS AND SERVICES THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR THEM TO BE ABLE TO AGE IN PLACE IN THEIR OWN HOMES; AND
WHEREAS, CURRICULA AND OTHER MATERIAL ON SAFE TRANSPORTATION FOR SENIORS IS AVAILABLE THROUGH VARIOUS SOURCES; AND
WHEREAS, MUCH SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CURRICULA COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE ONLINE; AND
WHEREAS, TO FURTHER ENSURE THE SAFETY OF SENIOR PASSENGERS, A SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM WOULD INCLUDE A CHECK OF DRIVERS’ DRIVING RECORDS THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK; AND
WHEREAS, THE SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM COULD BE SUPPORTED THROUGH FEES PAID BY THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THE TRAININGS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2017 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION TO CREATE A VOLUNTARY SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM FOR DRIVERS OF FOR-PROFIT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES, LIMOUSINE-FOR-HIRE SERVICES, AND TAXICAB TRANSPORTATION SERVICES; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM INCLUDE TRAININGS AND CERTIFICATION IN VARIOUS SKILLS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE THE SAFE TRANSPORTATION OF ELDERLY PASSENGERS, A CHECK OF DRIVERS’ DRIVING RECORDS THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, AND A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK, AND BE SUPPORTED THROUGH FEES PAID BY THOSE PARTICIPATING IN THE TRAININGS; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT THE VARIOUS STATE AGENCIES THAT REGULATE DRIVING AND SERVE THE NEEDS OF SENIORS, INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL, THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGING, AND THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, AS APPROPRIATE, BE TASKED WITH COLLABORATING TO DEVELOP STANDARDS, CURRICULA, AND AN IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR THE SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE TRAININGS AND CERTIFICATIONS THAT MEET THE CRITERIA OF THE SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATE PROGRAM BE AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE CALIFORNIA-APPROVED SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER CERTIFICATES, CERTIFICATION LETTERS, AND A “SENIOR-FRIENDLY DRIVER” DECAL TO THOSE DRIVERS WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THEIR TRAININGS AND PASSED THEIR BACKGROUND CHECKS; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
