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SUBJECT: Adult Day Care Resource Centers for Alzheimer’s Patients
SB 2497, Mello. Aging.  
Existing law provides for the adult day health care program, which is administered by the State Department of Health Services, subject to transfer to the Department of Aging for a period of 3 years and specifies that the Office of Long-Term Care and Aging shall supervise the pilot projects.  This bill would instead specify that the Department of Aging shall supervise the pilot projects. This bill would specify that the Department of Aging shall allocate from funds appropriated for that purpose, the funds necessary to continue operation of Alzheimer’s day care resource centers.
PURPOSE:: The purpose of the Alzheimer's Day Care-Resource Center (ADCRC) is to provide access to specialized day care resource centers for individuals with Alzheimer's disease and other dementia-related disorders and support to their families and caregivers.  In 2009, grant funding for the 51 designated ADCRC programs was eliminated during the state budget process.  Each ADCRC was eligible to receive a grant of $80,000 per year.  With this grant, ADCRC programs were required to develop a comprehensive, specialized Alzheimer’s program in order to meet the unique needs of people in the moderate to late stage of Alzheimer’s disease, and their caregivers in the community. 
WHEREAS: California did fund facilities for dementia patients, called Alzheimer’s Day Care Resource Centers. This funding of 4 million dollars ceased in 2009. 

WHEREAS: In 2016 CA has 610,000 Alzheimer’s patients and projects to have 840,000 by 2025. This is a 37.7% increase from 2016 to 2025.

WHEREAS:  Friends and family spent, on average, more than $5,000 a year of their own money on the expenses of their loved one with dementia, ranging from food to adult diapers. More than one-third of these contributors to care who had jobs had to reduce their hours or quit. Source: “Big Financial Costs Are Part of Alzheimer's Toll On Families”.
THEREFORE: Alzheimer's Day Care-Resource Center Program is to provide access to specialized day care resource centers for individuals with Alzheimer's disease and other dementia-related disorders and support to their families and caregivers. The patient will receive quality care and the family will be under less stress and be able to work a more normal schedule.

THEREFORE: “Alzheimer's day care resource center” means a program of specialized day care for participants with dementia. Care will attend to the manifestations of symptoms that may include, but need not be limited to, memory loss, aphasia (communication disorder), becoming lost or disoriented, confusion and agitation, with the potential for combativeness, and incontinence. The facility will maintain family and caregiver support groups. Provide or arrange for a noon meal to participants. Provide services to assist family members, including counseling and referrals to other resources.
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