AFP 2 – MEDICARE:  DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT:  GRAB BARS - 2018
Medicare pays for the purchase or rental of “durable medical equipment” if the equipment is used in the patient’s home or in an institution that is used as a home.

“Durable medical equipment” as presently defined by Medicare:

1. that is can withstand repeated use

2. that is has an expected life of at least 3 years

3. that it is primarily and customarily used to serve a medical purpose

4.  that it generally is not useful to an individual in the absence of an illness or injury

5.  that it is appropriate for use in the home 

We believe that grab bars meet these 5 requirements and request that Medicare add them to their durable medication list.

Medicare does not cover certain safety equipment that helps to prevent falls, including, but not limited to, grab bars even though Medicare spends billions of dollars per year on treating the results of falls with surgery and physical therapy services that help patients to regain the use of injured limbs.

The CDC estimated that individuals 55 to 64 inclusive suffered 909,229 unintentional falls in 2011, and individuals 65 or older suffered 2,403,146 unintentional falls in the same year, for a total of 3,312,375.

According to a 2011 morbidity and mortality weekly report by the federal centers for disease control (CDC) nearly a quarter of a million Americans 15 years of age or older are hurt in the bathroom each year.

According to the same report, bathing and showering appear to be particularly hazardous.  In 2008, mishaps near the bathtub, shower, toilet and sink caused an estimated 234,094 non-fatal bathroom injuries treated in hospital emergency department in the U.S. 

ELIMINATE OUTRAGEOUS COSTS – LIMIT FALLS – SAVE LIVES!
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