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INTRODUCED BY SENIOR ASSEMBLY MEMBER DAVIS
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
AP 18:  PUBLIC TRANSIT.

UNDER EXISTING LAW, PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES ARE FUNDED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, INCLUDING THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT IN THE STATE TRANSPORTATION FUND. UNDER EXISTING LAW, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION HAS CERTAIN PUBLIC TRANSIT RESPONSIBILITIES.
THIS MEASURE WOULD MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR TO ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO IMPLEMENT A SENIOR PUBLIC TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ENABLE SENIORS TO USE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE WHEN TRAVELING TO LOCATIONS REQUIRING THE USE OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR, AND THAT WOULD ALSO REQUIRE TRANSIT OPERATORS TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY.
VOTE:  MAJORITY.
AP 18:  RELATING TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

WHEREAS, MANY SENIORS REQUIRE ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES INVOLVING MULTIPLE TRANSIT OPERATORS WHEN TRAVELING INTERREGIONALLY, AND GENERALLY ARE REQUIRED TO PAY MULTIPLE FARES, SUCH AS WHEN TRAVELING FROM OCEANSIDE TO LONG BEACH FOR APPOINTMENTS AND CARE AT A VETERANS’ FACILITY; AND
WHEREAS, SENIORS ON FIXED INCOMES FIND IT DIFFICULT TO AFFORD INTERREGIONAL CARRIERS, SUCH AS AMTRAK OR GREYHOUND, AND THUS ARE RELIANT ON PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATORS TYPICALLY SERVING ONLY A SPECIFIC AREA BUT CONNECTING TO AN ADJOINING PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATOR; AND
WHEREAS, IT WOULD GREATLY BENEFIT TO SENIORS TO HAVE ACCESS TO A TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ALLOW TRAVEL FROM POINT TO POINT ACROSS A REGION USING MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR AT THE COST OF A SINGLE SENIOR DISCOUNT FARE; AND
WHEREAS, TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES FOR SENIORS LIVING ON FIXED INCOMES COULD BE GREATLY ENHANCED BY REQUIRING TRANSIT OPERATORS TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY, WHEN GENERAL RIDERSHIP IS LOWER THAN ON OTHER TRAVEL DAYS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED, BY THE SENIOR ASSEMBLY AND THE SENIOR SENATE, JOINTLY, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AT ITS 2015 REGULAR SESSION, A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS VOTING THEREFOR, HEREBY PROPOSES THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IMPLEMENT A SENIOR PUBLIC TRANSIT PASS THAT WOULD ENABLE SENIORS TO USE THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR WITHOUT ADDITIONAL CHARGE WHEN TRAVELING TO LOCATIONS REQUIRING THE USE OF MORE THAN ONE TRANSIT OPERATOR, AND THAT TRANSIT OPERATORS ALSO BE REQUIRED TO OFFER FREE FARE DAYS TO ALL SENIORS ON EACH SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT THE SENIOR LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RESPECTFULLY MEMORIALIZES THE LEGISLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ENACT APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CONCERNS SET FORTH IN THIS MEASURE; AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS MEASURE BE TRANSMITTED TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
